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FOREWORD

The Indian National Congress in its sesgion at Calcutta
in December 1928 decided to confer on Lahore the
honour of being the ver -~ of the next Congress session.
The honour was speciaily great in view of the Congress
decision that if the demand for full Dominion Status was
not conceded by the 31st December, 1929, the Congress
would go in for full independence and nothing short of
that. That momentous decision was to be taken at the
session allotted to Lahore.

Bat if the honour was great so also was the respon-
sibility. The last session that Liahore had witnessed had
been held inside the Bradlaugh Hall-—the Congress session
having Dbeen the immediate stimulus for that Hall being
bguilt.  Since then the Congress gatherings had expanded
beyond the biggest hall that could be thought of; one
could think only in terms of vast amphitheatres, and the
arrangements for the delegates had also naturally expand-
ed on the same scale. The historic Amritsar session in
1919 could be taken as marking off the new big session
from the old-time ones, and-*aring the decade past since
the Amritsar session the Congress had been expanding
rapidly.

‘What made us particularly nervous and different was
the record in right royal arrangements set by the Calcutta
session. If the extravagant splendour of that s= - on was
to be imitated it was certa,m];{ a mistal o j%"" s nTited
the Congress to hold 1te eovan diamgish g oge
that we could think %’"’m"t“‘ Fleral BB Ges—within

‘even extravagant es#.i.tes ol omr resources—would be

. pale beside 510 Cai(‘utta sesgion. Ours is a small town
compared with the séeend largest city of the British Em-
“pire. We cannot boast 6f+innumerable magnates of com-
merce and industry, and very few amongst the handful
that we have would be of much help in the Congress

~session. In Caleutta they could much help in the Muni-
cipal Corporation; we in Lahore had to deal with a Muni-
cipal Committee with an utterly different outlook and
attitude towards us. (The Municipality almost refused
to take notice of us, and we could not even have the loan
of a road-roller from it! )
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Yet perhaps there was no reason to go in for splendour
and extravagance. The Congress claims to represent the
poor masses of India and that claim goes better with
humble simplicity. It was this thought that sustained us
in our difficult but proud task. We would like to be
judged by tke standards appropriate to the National
Congress of India’s masses, and if our distinguished guests
should think that the arrangements made for them were
adequate by standards of simple convenience, and of
business-like efficiency in the Congress work, cutting out
all Juxury and extravagance, the Reception Committee
surely had reason to regard itself succossful and to feel
proud of it.

The site chosen for the 44th session of the Indian
National Congress was singularly appropriate alike for its
natural picturesqueness and for its associations. The vast
park on the left bank of the Ravi was roomy enough
for all possible requirements. It was connected by a main
road with the town, and the railway line passed just ont-
side the park. A good deal of felling of trees, and
levelling, and road-making had to be done to make it suita-
ble for the Congress session. But it was worth while.
The site had been hallowed the previous year by the crema-
tion of the greatest leader of modern Punjab whose loss
we were still mourning and whose place still remains and
perhaps will long remain unfilled. After him we named
the Congress site ‘‘ Lajpat Rai Nagar”. His bust fixed
in a central place in this Nagar was during the Congress
days a place of pilgrimage, the shrine of the new city we
had built,

The Punjal.Lovernment allowed us use of almost
8b acres of It MOne third of this area was
reserved for tHA&™ M hition. The negotiations
with the Government took up farmore time than we had
anticipated and we could not start work of converting the
forest into Lajpat Rai Nagar tif the third week of
September. Some idea of the.codstruction work can be for-
med from the items enumerated below:— ‘

Roads with a width of 40 to 50 feet mgking up =
total length of 3 miles. Cinder was used on road surface
throughout to avoid dust.

One Bazar in Indian style, 50 feet wide, with a row
of 60 stalls on each side.

20 big lawns laid out for recreation.
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Ten kitchens, BOX 80 ft. each with different dining
halle for different provinces, besides one big dining-hall
160X 100 ft., to accommodate in all 1,200 diners at one
time.

Three large gates and 4 small ones—all wood structure
beautifully covered with khadi.

One circular reading-room with a diameter of 50 ft.
erected in the Delegates’ Camp.

Telegraph and post-offices and 12 booking-offices,
all of wood and corrugated sheets.

Double-fly tents accommodating 5,000 delegates and
1,000 visitors. Soparate tents were put up for leaders.
All these were fitted with electricity. Charcoal and
angithis were supplied free. Those who required electric
heaters got them for a small charge.

For our water supply we installed two tube-wells, 5ft.
diameter each, yielding about 1,800 gallons per hour.
Both were fitted with centrifugal pumpsand steam engines.
One well was found enough, but as a precaution against
accidents the second one had been installed too—though no
occasion arose for making use of it. The four storage tanks
could contain 16,000 gallons in all. The new-work of
connections emanating from these effectively covered the
entire area, and fed the large bath-room, latrines and
urinals and the three hydrants set up to save the pandal in
case a fire broke out, and the subsidiary tanks (like the
kitchen tank). The large bathing hall was 1256 feet in
length and 20 in width and contained four rooms with 180
taps, besides 26 for ladies. Hot water of any desired
temperature was available between 4 A.m. and 2 p.M. The
hot well specially designed for the occasion consisted of
a mild steel circular tank 4 feet in diameter and 8 feet in
- height and a 2-foot diameter steam- pipe connected it with
the bath-room.

The latrines numbered 400—250 on the north side
of the main pandal {(some 80) ft. away from it, 125 to-
wards the Volunteers’ Camp and 25 in the ladies’ compound.
There wore three rows of ditches dug about 8 ft. in depth,
135 ft. in length and 2 ft. in width. Meter gauge rails
were a special movable type with pipe-rollersat the bottom.
Thus batteries of latrines (each containing 3 latrines) were
fitted at the start of each ditch which measured 185 ft. in
length, The ditches were so arranged that the front of
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latrines of one side was towards the back of the other.
The latrine frames of iron were covered with hessian cloth.
River sand and shovels were always kept available outside
every latrine, and everyone who used the latrine was
expected to make liberal use of sand. When the ditch
looked filled up to 1 ft. the battery was pushed off by 46
feet. The expriinent was an entire success. Mahatma Gandhi
closely inspected the arrangment to detect foul smell or flies
and was ontirely satisfied with the arrangement.

The urinals made of masonary work and in both
European and Indian style were kept quite sanitary by
water and disinfectants kept dripping into the urinal drains
day and night. They were as free from flies and stench
as the latrines. A reservoir containing about 20 gallons of
diluted disinfecting fluid was fitted at some height at one
end of the set of urinals.

The National Flag under which the declaration of
independence was made on the memorable night of Decem-
ber 31, was a structure deserving special mention. The
flag was perched 115 ft. high from the ground. The flag
post consisted of pipes with 6 ft. diameter at ground level
gradually tapering to 4 ft. at the upper end. By a
mechanical device a man could reach the pinnacle in one
minute and come down again. He had only to sit
in the wooden box and the pully block system did
the rest. On the top the flag was fitted with tricolour
electric light 15 in number, each of 200 candle power,
besides one lamp of each colour of 2,000 candle power. The
post was also of the tricolour scheme. It was a glorious
sight at night.

In this report all the Hindustani speeches have been
put together in Devnagari letters at the end.

GOPI CHAND BHARGAVA,
General Secretary of the Reception Committee.



APPENDIX 1
ANNUAL REPORT IF'OR 1929

Presented by the General Secretaries to the All India
Congress Committee in  accordance with Article XXIII of
dhe Congress Constitution. 2

The principal resolution passed by the Caleutta
-Congress last year dealt with the All Partics Com-
mittee’s Report. In this resolution the scheme for an
Indian constitution drawn up by this Committece was
approved and the Congress expressed its willingness
‘to adopt it, subject to the British Parliament acecepting
it in its entirety on or before December 31, 1929. In
the event of its nou-acceptance by that date, or its
earlier rejection, it was stated that the Congress would
organise a campaign ol non-violent non-co-operation
by advising the country lo refuse taxation and in sueh
other manner as may be decided upon. A further
Msolution laid down the constructive and organisa-
tional programme to be followed during the year.
These resolutions have governed the activity of the
Congress organisation during the ycar. 1t has been
generally recognised that the next year would sece a
great national struggle and cfforts have been made to
prepare for it.

2. Another marked feature of the year has heen
the reaction of the Government to these resolutions,
as well as to the general situation in the country and
specially labour dispules. There has been an in-
tensification of the policy of repression all over the
country and Congressmen and labour leade. s have been
arrested and tried and convicted to long terms of
imprisonment. Many important trials are still pro-
«ceeding. House searches by the police have been of
ithe most frequent occurrence and police charges on
anarmed and peaceful processions and individuals,
accompanied with the effective use of the baton, have
‘taken place on scveral oceasions. ‘ :

3. *Immediately after the Congress sessions in.
‘Calcutta the Working Committee appointed a number
of sub-committees to give effect to the Congress pro-
gramme. Committeces were formed for the boycott
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of forcign cloth, prohibition, removal of untouchability
Congress organisation, volunteers, and the removal of’
disabilities of women. The last named sub-committee
has apparently done no work and has submitted no
Teport.

4. The Voluntcer sub-committee made various
recommendations. in particular rccommending that the:
Hindustani Seva Dal be strengthened and should be-
fully utilized for‘training volunteers for national work.
0. The Foreign Cloth Boyeott Committee under
the chairmanship of Mr. M. K. Gandhi and with Mr.
Jairamdas Doulatram as its able and effcctive Secretary,,
has functioned throughont the year and earried on
ceaseless activity in favour of the boyeott. Mr. Jairam-
das resigned his membership of the Bombay Council
in order to devote himscll wholly to the work of the
boyeott and fixed the headgnarters of his committee in
Bombay. The Committee developed dircet contaets
with provineial and distriet Congress committees and
issued numerous pamphlets and leaflets. Karly in
the year numerous bonfires of foreign eloth tock place.
One of these in Caleutta resulted in the prosecution by
Government of Gandhiji and scme Bengal leaders.
There was a convietion and a small fine.

6. Mr. Jairamdas’ work was hampered to a
considerable extent by the lack of regular reports from
local Congress committecs. The Office of the A. 1. C. (.
has itselt to suffer from this reluctance to send reports.
It is not sufficiently realised by lceal Cemmittees that
the basis of organisational work i regular and detailed
reporting. In spite of this difficulty, however, the
Foreign Cloth Boycott Committee suceceded in a large
measure. Many munieipalities and merchants and
large numbers of individuals were induced by it to
join the beyeott movement. The demand for Khadi has
been so great that in spite of greatly inereased pro-
duction, it could not be wholly met.

7. The Prohibition Committee has been in charge:
of Syt. C. Rajagopalachar, who has made the subject.
of prohibition his very own and has brought his great
abilities to bear on the furtherance of this campaign.
Work was carried on largely in South India and in
Gujerat and the results achicved have been considerable,
The eampaign has attracted internaticnal attention_
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Mr. Rajagopalachar has become the Secrctary of the
Prohibition- League ol India and is editing their quar-
terly magazine © Prchibition.”’

8. The campaign for the removal of unfouch-
ability has been in charge of Syt. Jammnalal Bajaj who
has worked strenuwously inits behalf. Public opinion
is everywhere being roused in favour of the removal of
disabiiitics ol the classes which haves [or long been
suppressed. Many well known temples, which would
not admit these elasses, have now been threwn open i
them. The Comuittec has also suceeeded in cpening ot
numerous wells and schools {o these suppressed el
ses.  Many municipalities are co oparating in 1.
work. The Seeretary of the Commmittee, Syt. Jamnalul
Bajaj, toured extensively in Madras, Ceutral Pro-
vinees, Rajputana, Sind, Kashmir, Punjah and the
N.-W. F'rontier Provinee.

The cflect of the propaganda for the removal of
untouchubility has heen twolold.  The so-callad higher
castes have heen indueed in some measure to give ap
the exclusiveness which they had for long jealonsly
kept, and the suppressed classes have beeome sclf-
¢rnscious and assertive of their rights. Insome places,
where the demand from the latter Tor a removal of their
disabilitics has not met with an adequate response,
(rietion has arisen and *¢ Satyagraba’ or some kind of
passive resistance has heen threatoned. The tension
that prevailed for some time during the year has cused
alittle now. 1t is clear that untouchability and other
social disabilities which certain elasses have sutfered
from are docmed and eannot last mueh longer.

9. The Committee for Congress re-organisation
submitted its report early in the year. Inview ol the
action coatemplated next year great importance was
attached to the question of organisation and the sub.
Jeet was fully considered by the Working Committee
and the A. I. C. C. The Working Committee dirceted
an audit and inspeetion of all the Provineial (om-
muttecs. This has heen carried out in the case of near-
Iy all the P. (. (.

10. e The A.T. C. C. at its mecting held in Bom-
bay in May last, called upon Provincial Committees to
respond to the campaign of repression which the
British Government was carrying on all over the
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country by rc-organising the provinees and enrolling
at least oune quarler per cent of the total population
as original members by August 31. At this meeting
the A. I. C. C. also drew up a number of rules
to eunabic disciplinary action to be taken against com-
mittees or individuals who deliberately act d'uuu&t the
declared policy o the Congress.

11. Strenuous efforts were made by the provinees
1o Tulfil the quotas of membership allott:d (o them-
under tne AL L C. C. resolution but many . €. Cs. did
not succeed. The sueceess attained however was not-
able.  Many provinees had 1o contend against ex-
traordinary diffiecultios —famine  conditions,  unprece-
dented {loods and epidemies—apart rom the repressive
measures ol the Government. In view ol these diffi-
culties the A, 1. C. €. waived the penalty {or non-fulfil-
wenl ol the quota.

12, The membership figures {for the different
provinces with their quotas arve given below:

Provinen Quora MunBrrs
ENXLOLLED
. Apmer - — 1,120 14,594
2. Andhra - — 30,923 29,685
B Assam — — 8,337 —_——
4. Behar — 12008 90,025
5. Bengal - - 1,24413 ‘J.;.oh.)
6. Berar o 7,688 7,688
7. i»m na - — 2.0.00 1,904
S. Hindustani — 20,505 28,827
Y. (‘». i’. Marathi — 6,036 11,651
10, Bombay — 17,000 12,689
11, Delhi _— — 6,954 6,071
12, Guyerat — — 7,396 17,407
13, iNarnatak — 13,664 13 092
14. Werala 1,747 3,380
15, Maharashtra — 21,042 26,499
16. N OW. I P — 2,000 2,000
17, Punjab — — 951,718 29,122
180 Sind — — ,J)O 2,615
19, Tamil Nad —  H1,784 . 36,087
20, United Provinees . 1,006,529 79,710
21 Uikal — — 12,421 6,945

%,86,105 5,10,276
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13. Tt will be noticed that Assam has supplied
no figyires of membership. 1t is doubtful il any proper
Congress organisation funetions there. In Kerala also,
according to the audit and inspection reports, there is
very little of organised work. Sind is backward.
Berar and the N.-W. . P, altbough they claim to
have fulfilled their quotas, have sent no detaled figures.

‘ - . . [ - H
The inspeetion reports of Berar and C. . Marathi
show that the work done there is not satislactory, but
in the latter provinee a very satisfactory number ol
members have been curelled.

14. Ivery effort was made by the A. 1. C. C.
Office to get regular and detailed reports from pro-
vinees. These efforts were often misunderstood and
eriticisms were resented. It is elear, however, that a
great and country-wide organisation like the National
Congress can only fanetion effectively if 1t hax a strong
and alert Central Office in intimate touch with the pro-
vinees. There 1s always a tendeney in a great country
like India tor the central authovity to weaken and this
must inevitably result in the weakening of our national
movement. The diseiplinary rules of the Ao L C.C. help-
ed in tightening the reins and the Congress organisa-
tion today is, in consequence, stronger. DBut much
remains to be donein this respeet. Scveral members
of the Working Committee even have not the time or
inclination to attend its meetings, although such meet-
mgs should have preeedence over everyvthing. It
woubld Do desirable if members of any Congress Com-
mittee who do not attend some of its meetings should
be cousidered to have automatically resigned from it
1t is also highly desirable that members ol Congress
executive bodies do not eriticise in publie the decisions
of such bodies so long as they remain members. No
convention of corporate responsibility can arise il each
member is a law unto hiwmself.

15, The disinelination of P. C. Cs. to send reports
may he judged from the fact that many of them have
not cven sent their annual reports. The provinces
t,ha't haye sent this report are: Andhra, Behar, Bengal,
Gujerat, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, North-West
Frontier Provinee, Punjab, United Provinees, and
Tamil Nadu. Thus the following nine provinces have
not sent their annnal reports: Ajmer, Assam, Berar,
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Burma, C. . Hindustani, C. . Marathi, Delhi, Sind
and Utkal. Ajmer may be excluded {rom this hkist as
there have been election troubles throughout the year.
1t should he added that various interim reports have
been received from all these provinces, except Assam
which has not sent any kind ol report during the year.
Reference is here being made only to the annual re-
port.

16. Reporls have also been received from secme of
of our afliliated committees. The membership figures
given in these are as follows:

London Branch — — 125
New York Braneh — 350
Kobe (Japan) Dranch .. — By
(iva Branch 386

The Kabul committee has Jong ceased to exist.
In South Afriea the various separate affiliations have
now bheen consolidated into one—that of the South
Alriean Indian Cougress. No report has so far been
received from it

17. A beginming was made this year to realise
contributions from provinees under Article IN ol the
coustitution. The amount was lelt to the provinees.
There was come delay in paying even the amount ol
their own choice but ultimately all provinees, exeept
Ajmer where there were eleetion {roubles, paid up. Some
of the major provinees paid very small sums. The
following payments were made:

{. Andhra — e Rs. 500
2. Ascam — e ’ 30
3. Behar — — ' 250
4. Bengal — - ' 00
5. Berar i ” 50
6. Burma ’ 200
7. C. P. Hindustani .. — s 1C0
8. C. P. Marathi . — ’ 25
9. City of Bombay _.. 5, 1,000
10.  Delhi —_— e ’ 5
11, Gujerat ’ 500
12. Karnatak ... — ' 100
13. Kerala — - ’ 20
14. Maharashtra .. —_ ’ 50
15. N.-W. F. Province — » 20

16. IPunjab — — » 100
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17. Sind — — ’ 5

18, Tamil Nad — — » IQO
19. United Provinces.... — » 300
20. Utkal - — 9o 105

18. The following affiliation fees were received
from committees abroad: :

London Branch — — oIRs. 100
New York Braneh .. — » 100
Kobe Branch — — » 100
Goa Branch — 29

. 3]

The South Africa Indian Conzress has not yet
;sent its affiliation tee.

1. Iarly in the year the Working Committee
recommended the observance throughout the country
.of special programmes on Sundays. Sunday, March 10,
was to be observed as Swaraj Day and subsequent
Sundays were to be devoted specially to the boycott of
foreign cloth, prohibition and physical culture. March
10 was celebrated throughout the country and for many
wecks the Sunday programmes were observed.

20. It has boen stated earlier in this report
that the increased political and labour activity in
the couutry resulted in widespread repression on the
part of the Government. Syt. B. Sambamurti, a
member of the Working Committee, was arrested
early in the year and sentenced to one year’s
imprisonment. A very large number of Congressmen
and labour leaders have bheen sentenced to various
terms of mmprisonment in the course of the year.
Punjab and Boengal have specially suffered in this
Tespeet.

21. On March 20 there were wholesale arrests
in Bangal, Bombay, Puanjab and the United Provinces
under Sce. 121-A of the Indian I’enal Code and hundreds
-of houses were searched. Those arrested included
«¢ight members of the All Tndia Congress Committee.
All the arrested persons were brought to Meerut
where their trial began in what has come to be
known as the Meerut Conspiracy Case. This case
has attracted widespread attention not only in India
but in foreign ecountries. A central defence com-
mittee, chiefly consisting of prominent Congressmen,
was formed to help the accused. The Working
Committee, contrary to its usual practice, made a
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grant of Rs. 1,500 towards the defence. The preli--
minary enquiry in the case dragged on foy many
months and was concluded a few days ago.

e ¢, Another case, which has attracted consider--
able attention in India, is the Lahore Conspiraey
(Case in which a Jlarge number of young men are:
being tried on various charges. Owing to the bad.
treatment gi¥en to the accused, the undertrial
prisoners went on hunger-strike in protest. Many
political prisoners. in other jails in the Punjab and.
the United Provinces went on sympathetic hunger-:
strikes. The hunger-strikes went on for an extra-
ordinarily long period, forcible fceding being resorted.
“to. Syts. Bhagat Singh and Dutt, who started the-
hunger-strike in Lahore, continued it for {hirteen.
weeks. One of their fellow-prisoners, Jatindra Nath
Das, succumbed on September 13 on the (4th day
of his hunger-sirike. His death also, although long:
expected, came as a great shock to the country. No-
event for many years past had touched the people so:
much, and all over the couutry vast demonstrations
were held. Soon after, on Scptember 19, another
political prisoner, the Rev. Wizaya, died in a Burma.
jail after the amazing period of 164 days of hunger-
strike.

23. These deaths concenirated the country’s.
attention on the treatment of political prisoners.
The Government, which was contemplating speciali
legislation against hunger-strikers had lo give this
up and promises were held out of better treatment..
On the -strength of these promises the A. L C.C
requested the remaining hunger-strikers to give up.
the strike and this request was acceded to. The:
(Government has however not {ulfilied its promises yet.

- 24, Another group case is at present going:
on in Calcutta in which Syt. Subhas Chandra Bosze,.
a member of the Working Committee, and several
other prominent Congressmen are being tried. '

- Arrests of Indians {our political reasons have:
also been reported from Shanghai and the Malay
States.

- 25. Apart {rom numerous trials and convie-
tions of political and labour workers, methods of’
repression have Dbeen used by the police which were:
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~described by the A. I. C. C. as “barbarous.”” On one
oceasion seven young men colleeting funds for the
defence of the Lahore under-trial prisoners were
beaten by the pclice, in the presence of the Dis-
“triet Magisirate, till some of them were senseless
and all had reecived severe injuries. Their offence
was their erying “ Down with Impgrialism > and
“Long Live Revolution.”” Iven more barbarous
treatment was resorted to in Lahore in the case
of the under-trial prisoners in the Conspiracy casc.
They were Dbeaten in open court in the presence
of the trying magistrate and, it was stated, that they
were ill-treated in a variety of ways outside the
Ceurt house. o

26. Apart from the recent trials and convie-
tions it should be remembered that thereis a large
number of long term political priscners in various
jails in India and the Andaman Islands. These
include  detemus under Regulation II[ of 1818 and
Martial Law prisoners who were sentenced by special
tribvnals during the Martial Law regime in. the
Punjab ten years ago in 1912, Besides these there
are twenty-seven pelitical prisoners in  jails who
were scntenced to  transportation for life in 1914-15
during war time. They were tried and sentenced
by special commissions and not by the ordinary
Inw courts. They have now been in prison for
10 years.

27. Labour troubles and strikes have eontinued
during the year and have come to a head. There
was another general strike in the Bombay textile
nills involving 1,50,000 workers. The strike demon-
strated that Indian labour was developing a new
militant and class-conscious outlook. The strike was
a great suecess to begin with and showed that there
was considerable organising ability Dbehind'it. But
after six months or more it failed.  Another gencral
strike took pilace in the Jute areas in Bengal in-
volving about 2,750,000 workers. The Jute workers
were badly organised but they succeeded. Sporadic
strikes however continued and partly undid the work
of the general strike. '

28. Another strike which has attracted wide~
spread attention and sympathy has been the stirike
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«of the Tinplate workers in Golmuri near Jamshed-
pur. This strike involved 3,000 workers °mostly
skilled, and it has continued for eight and a half
months- now. The demands of the strikers were
‘very . moderate but the employers and the Behar
Government "have persistently refused even an
-cenquiry. Thee« Legislative Assembly censured the
atutude of Government and passed a resolution for
the withdrawal of the protection given to the
"Tinplate industry. But, as often happens with the
resolutions of the Assembly, this resolution also
has been ignored by Government. No enquiry even
has yet taken place and thr strik: continues.
Sympathetie strikes have taken place in Badge Budge
and clsewhere.

29. The South TIndian Railway strike of 1923
was followed by the arrest and trial for Conspiracy
-of many persons. The Judge of Trichinopely sentenced
fifteen of these to ten years’ rigorous imprisonment in
.Alp(liil last. Appeals from these convictions have been
filed.

30. During the year the Trades Disputes Bill was
passed by the Assembly inspite of strenuous opposition
from labour. The Public Satety Bilim~t a sudden cheek
when the President of the Assembly ruled thatit could
not be proceeded with so long as the Meerut trial was
going on. This objection was easily overcome by the
Viceroy issuing the bill in the form of an Ordinancc by
executive decree.

The Bombay Government has recently passed a
‘GQoonda Bill osteusibly aimed at the lawless elements in
the community, but in the opinion of labour and others,
really aimed at the labour movement.

31. The Royal Commission on Labour presided
«over by Mr. Whitley has Dbeen received with mixed
feelings by Indian Labour. Some trade unions declar-
-ed in favour of boyeott, others were for co-operation.
The AUl India Trade Union Congress which met
recently declared by a majority in favour of a boyeott
-of the eomumission. This has resulted in a spilit in the
ranks of labour and som2 unions have seceded from
‘the All India T. U. C.

32. Proseriptions of books, said to be seditious,
by Government has been a marked feature of the year.
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Special attention was drawn fo the proseription of Syt.
Sunderlal’s “History of British Rule in India” a
book in Hindi, cmbodying several years of research.
Dr. J. T. Sunderland’s “India in. Bondage '’ was also.
proseribed. Even before the proseription however Syt.
Ramananda Chatterji, the editor c¢f the . “Modern
Review *’ and the publisher of the book, swas tried for
sedition in publishing the book and sentenced to pay a
heavy fine. A large number of eminent writers and
publice men in the United States of America protested
vigorously against this suppression of books which
proved unpalatable {o the British Government.

33. Passport facilities have again been denied
this year to persons desiring to attend the Lahore
Congress. Mr. S. J. Saklatvala was clected the delegate
of the Lendon braneh  of the Congress and Mr.
Sailendra Nath Ghose, el the New York branch. DBoth
have been refused visas.

3L Klection disputes have absorbed a great deal
ofs tim» and energy during the year. Soon after the
raleatta Congress the Working Comemittee superseded
the Ajuer . C. C. on account of a number of grave
irregalarities. TFresh elections were ordered und :v the
supervision of the nominees of the President. These
elections were delayed and ultimately took place in
Ocztobsr. The Working Committee however had to set
aside these elections also on account of false persona-
tion and other practices which, in the opinion of the
committes, were ecorrupt. New clections were ordered
and these have just taken place.
- A major election dispute has also arisen in Bengal,
in which both the I. C. C. and some Distriet Committees
are involved. The matter was referred to the Presid-
eat, A. 1.C. C. for decision. I has been unable to give
a final decision but le has issued aninterim order
staying the eleetion of the new A. I C. C. members
f‘mm Bengal and recommending to the Working
~(,‘ommst.tce that the old A I. C. C. members from Bengal
should funetion Gill the final decision in January.

3% The A. I. C. C. met four times daring the
year and the Working Committee nine times. 1f the
inereased number of meetings is a test then there was
greater activity this year than for many years past.
One of the meetings of the A. I. C. C. however had to
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be convened for a special and unprecedented reason..
Mr. M. K. Gandhi, who had been elected the President
of the next Congress by a majority of provinces,
expressed his inahility to accept the office and the
A. 1. C. C. had te meet to choose another.

Two ¢f the members of our Working Committee
have been absgnt in forcign countries for the greater
part of the year. Srimati Sarojini Naidu returned from
Ameriea after a very successful tour in July. In
November she went to Iast Afriea to preside over the
East African’ Indian Congress. One of our treasurers,
Syt. Shivaprasad Gupta, has been in Burope for many
months.

36. Mr. Shivaprasad Gupta attended the second
World Congress of the League against Imperialism at
Frankfurt in July last on behalf of the National Con-
gress.  Ilis report of the Congress was placed before
the Working Cemmitfee.

37. In May last it was announced that the Govern-
ment had extended indefinitely the life of the existing
legislatures in the eountry. This raised the counc:l
controversy again. Previous to this announcement the
Tamil Nad P. C. C. had put ferward a proposal in
favour of the aceeptance of ministerships. In view of
strong opposition, howeter, this proposal was with-
drawn. The Working Committee recommended, in veiw
of the cxtension of the life of the legislatures that
Congress members  should abstain {rem attending
councils till the committee decided otherwise. The
Cemmitice Jater referred the matter to the AL 1. C. C.
and recommended resignaticn from  councils.  The
A. I. C. C. meeting in Allahabad in July approved of
this 1eccmmendation but decided that the question of
withdrawal frem the legiglatures do stand over till the
Lahore Congress. .

38.  An important vescluticn of the A. L C. C.
passed in Bombay in May dealt with social and
cconomie changes. It stated that in order to remove
the poverty and misery of the Indian masses it was
necessary not only to put an end to foreign exploitation
but alsq to make revolutionary changes in the present.
economic and socjal structure of society and to remove
the gross inequalities.

$9. Immediately after the Caleutta Congress the
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Working Committee made a grant of £30 per month
for the. establishment of a  Students’ Information
Bureau in Berlin. This Bureau was opened soon atter
under the supervision of Mr. A. C. N. Nambiar and it
has fully justified itself by the help it has given to nu-
merous [ndian students and visitors. Mr. Shivaprasad
Gupta inspected it during his Kuropeau, tour and he
wrote in terms of high appreeiation of 1ts work. On
his reecommendation the Workinz Committee incereased
the grant by £2 per month fora reading room. The
Jureau is run cfficiently and sends full reports and
accounts monthly. Its success i1s largely due to the
honorary services of Mr. Nambiar.

40. The Caleutta Congress dirceted the AT.C.C.
to open a foreign department and the Working Com-
mittec authorised the working Seerclary to take the
neeessary steps in this behall.  The secretary has been
i personal charge of the foreign work of the A. 1. C. C.
and has eadeavoured to develop contacts with organisa-
tiops and individuals in other eountries. This is not
particularly easy as numerous difficultics are placed in
the way of foreign correspondence by the Government
censorship.

41. The Calcutta Congress also directed the Work-
ing Committee to'take steps to summon a meeting of a
Pan-Asiatic Ifederation in 1930 in India. The Com-
mittee called upon Mr. S. Satyamurti and the Secretary
to take the necessary steps and to report. In this
report it was pointed out that if the mecting was to be
held in 1920 it should take place at the time of the Con-
gress in December 1930. Further various . difficulties
1n the way of holding such a DPan-Asiatic Conference
were pointed out. .

42. The Rev. Ottama represented the Indian
National Congress at the State funeral of Dr. Sun Yat
Sen in Nanking in May last. His report of this func-
tion was published in the press.

43. Indians abroad settled in British colonies or
dependencies, have had to face numerous difficulties.
In Fiji the motion of the Tndian members of the Council
to have a common franchise was not accepted. There-
upon these Indian members resigned from the Counci.

In Juast Afriea there is a continning crisis and no
solution has yct been found. Indians there have taken
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their stand on a common (ranchise and on settlement
“on land being on terms of absolute equality. An Indian
deputation from ast Africa, led by .Mr. J. B. Pandya,
came to India in September and visited a number of
important centres. The A. I. C. C. meeting at Lucknow
on September 28 had the advantage of hearing Mr.
Pandya and it congratulated the deputation on the
sound nationak stand it had taken.

: 44. In compliaunce with the decision of the
A. I C. C. a Labour Research Departm :nt was opened,
as a branch of the A. I. C. C. ofice, and Mr. Bakar Ali
Mirza was put in charge ol it. Tac department has
established contacts with various national aud inter-
national labour organisations, including the Iuter-
national Labour O.Jfize, Geneva; the “International
Federation of Trade Unions, Amsterdam ; ; the Iater-
national Transport Workers’ e leration, Amsterdam ;
the Research and I[uformation l)opartluent of the
I. L. P. London ; the [Fabian Society, London ; and
International Co -operative Alliance, London. Valuable
publications are being received from these organisa-
tions.

Mr. Mirza has visited th» industrial areas in
Bombay, Jamshedpur and Calcutta. He has prepared
a monograph on Jute. Duaring the general strike 1n the
Jate arcas he went to study the situation on_the spot
but he became involved himself in the local troubles
and this has led to his absence from headquarters for
a considerable pericd.

45. The A. I C.C.in Bombay in May last called
upon the Working Committee to take steps to have a-
Congress Manual prepared embodying authoritative
chapters on the various political, administrative,
economic and cultural problems comprised by the
Swaraj movement. The Working Committee authorised
Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya to take steps to have such a
Manual prepared. It is not known if any progress has.
been made in this work.

46. The Hindustani Seva Dal have carried on their
work of training volunteers in various parts of the
country. Most of this work has been dore in the
Karnataka province where the head office of the Dal
and their Academy of Physical (Culture are situated.
Buat many camps have been held in other parts of the:
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couniry and the demand for trainers has been greater
than the supply. The Dal has helped greatly in enroll-
ing members for the Congress and in the boycott of
foreign cloth. They are now fully co-operating in
organising an efficient volunteer corps for the Lahore
Congress.

47. The Hindustani Seva Dal have succeeded
beyond expectation in organising a natienal flag day
every month. At Calcutta last year they decided that
the national flag be hoisted all over the country at 8
A.M., on the last Sunday of every month. This monthly
flag unfurling is beecoming very popular. The national
flag is being more and more displayed on publie build-
ings and many municipalities have had it unfurled
with solemn ceremony.

4S. The All India Spinners’ Association has made
marked progress in the production and sale of Khadi,.
but cven so they have not been able to keep pace with
the increased demand for it. Production has gone up
by 82% and sales by 50%. In Rajasthan produection
inescased by 100%; in Punjab by 66%; and in the U. P.
and Bengal by over 50%. The actual figures for pro-
duction are:

For 1927-28-—Rs. 24,16,382:

For 1928-29—Rs. 31.88,000.

Sales in 1927-28—Rs. 33,08,634; in 1928-29—1s.
49, 84,170. These figures tor sales involve some dupli-
cation.  After allowing for this the net sale in 1928-29
amounts to Rs. 39,45,713.

There are at present 364 Khadi depots, of these
1500 are production centres and 209 sale depots. The:
A. I.S. A. owns and runs 176 depots: the others are in
charge of aided and independent organisations.

49. Although the work of the A. I. S. A. is ex-
panding rapidly, it is not incrcasing as rapidly as its.
Council and men.bers would desire it to. The difficulty
of {unds has been, for the moment, got over as Mr.
Gandhi’s very successful tours in Andhra, Burma and
U. P. bave 1esulted in substantial collections. A great-
er difficulty is the lack of {rained and -cfficient
workers. _

00. The Working Committee has writien off a
large number of old outstandings. The only ones that
Temain are the following:—
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Tamil Nad P. C. C. — 3,335 410
Punjab, P. C. C. — — 1,500, 0 0
Mr. T. Prakasam — —_— 500 00
Mr. K. M. Panikkar ... —_— 249 111

. There is also a large sum which has long been due
from Mr .Badrul Hassan and the Hyderabad (Dececan)
Congress Committee. P’andit Madan Mohan Malaviya
still holds the balance of the Punjab Relief Funds
which must now amount to about Rs. 50,000.

d1l. The voluntary income-tax which was imhosed
on Congressmen by a resolution of the Caleutta Cong-
ress has not been a suceess. Some contributions have
been reccived in the A. L. C. C. office and som» have
been paid to provincial and local committees. On the
whole however only a smalil percentage of Congressmen
have paid it.

92. The last Congress added a paragraph te
article XXIII of the Constitution laying down that
there should be a permanent fund of the Congress. No
steps have however becn taken so far to start this
fund. Nor has any decision been arrived at regarding
the permanent location of the A. I. C. C. office

53. On October 3! a statement was made by the
Viceroy on behalf of the British Government, suggesting
a conference between representatives of the Jndlan
people, the Indian States and the British Government,
to consider the future Constitution of India. A moeting
of prominent Congressmen and leaders of other politi-
<cal parties held in Delhi on November 1 and 2 issued a
manifesto in which they expressed their willingness to
-co-operate but stated that certain conditions were vital
and must be fulfilled. There were four conditions
mentioned : the discussion at the conference must be an
the basis of full Dominion Status for India, there should
be a predominant representation of Congressien, a
general amnesty of political prisoners, and an im-
mediate ehange in the manner of carrying on the
existing Government so as to approximate it to a
Dominion Government. The Working Committee sub-
sequently eonfirmed this action taken by Congressmen
at Delhi but made it clear that this confirmation was
till the Lahore Congress only.

54. The Secretaries regret to record the deaths
during the year of Pandit Gokaran Nath Misra, who
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was for some years the werking General Secretary
of the Congress; Prof. S. M. Paranjpe, an ex-
resident of the Maharashtra P.C.C., and Syt. M.
haktavatsalu Naidu, a member of the A.I C.C.

from Madras.

ALLAHABAD
December 23, 1929.
M. A. ANSARI
JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

d General Secretaries.
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ALL INDIA TILAK MEMORIAL SWARAJYA FUND

.1 STATEMENT SHOWING DETAILS OF EXPENSES : —

Rs. a. p. Rs. 2. p.
Treasurer's Office :

Salary 600 0 0
Printing & Stationery 40 0 O
Miscellaneous 2115 0
Exchange 8 2 0
Postage and Telegrams 2312 0
Travelling .. 5 2 0

———— T49 15 0

General Secretary’s Office : —

Salary ... 6,606 14 0

Auditors’ Fees 145 0 0
» Rent and Taxes 772 6 1

Stationery & Printing ... 181512 9

Miscellaneous .. 87212 9

Postago and Telegrams ... 1,876 4 9

Travelling 950 11 6 12,039 13 10 12,789 12 10

2. DETAILS OF GRANTS PAID DURING THE YEAR :—

Students’ [nformation Bureau, Berlin, £240

in 8 instalments of £30 each ... 3,216 13 1
Anti-Untouchability Sub-Committee: 6 in-
stalments of Rs. 200 cach ... 1,200 0 O
*Prohibition Work, 6 instalments of Rs. 500
each 3,000 0 0O
League against Imperialism £100 1,342 10 6
Meerut Defence Fund - 1,500 0 O
Foreign Cloth Boycott Committee 5,000 0 0
Hindustani Seva Dal 1,000 0 0
Assam Gong‘ress Reception Committee .. 5,000 0 0 21,259 7 7

*An account for Rs. 1280-4-9 has since been received from the Hon. Secretary.,
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3. DETAILS OF PROVINCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED :—

December 19, 1929,

Rs. ». p.
Bombay 1,000  Gujrat 500 '
U.P. 300 Bcehar 250
Tamil Nadu 100 Maharashtra 50
Sind ' 50  Karnatak 100
Kerala 25 N.W.F. Province 50
Utkal 105 Berar 50
Punjab 100 C.P. Hindustani 100
Andhra 250 Delhi 50
C.P. Mayathi 25 Bengal 500
Burma 200 Assam 30 3,835 0 C
4, DETAILS OF EARMARKED FUNDS ; —
Khaddar Propaganda 1,001 0 O
Akali Help 199 6 1
Anti-Untouchability 10 0 0
Bengal National Workers 10 7 0O
Swarajya Party Fund 1412 0
South African Fund 200 0 O
Political Sufferers’ Fund 3,838 0 0
Civil Resisters 13,491 0 O
Permanent Publicity Bureau 13,220 0 0O
0ld B.P.C.C. Fund 9,581 0 O
Interest on Old B.P.C.C. Fund 186 183 0
All Parties Conference Fund 5000 0 0 46,752 6 1
6. INVESTMENTS:—
Central Bank of India Ltd., Bombay 10,036 1 6
Bank of Baroda Ltd., Bombay 30,000 0 O
Bank of India 21,698 0 0
- 61,734 1 6
In Current Accounts : —
Central Bank of India Ltd., Bombay ... 12,872 15 9 .
Baunk of Baroda Litd. 924 1 2 o
Bank of India Ltd. 16077 13 9
Punjab National Bank Ltd. T 01310 4
Bhilotri Bank Ltd., (in Liquidation). ... 911 4 . 29,%85 7 10
6. SUNDRY CREDITORS'— ¥ .
General Secretary A.I.C.C. 1,031 15 0
For Salary 400 0 0 148115 O
C. H. SHAH

4 ccountant
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ALL INDIA CONGRESS
Statement of Receipts und Disbursement from October 1, 1928, to September 30,
RECRKIPTS
‘1. Opening balance : Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p.
: (@) Cash in hand... ... . .. 171 2 6
(b) Cash in bank less uncashed cheques 677 9 3
(¢) With Bombay P. C. C. ... .. 52 10 6
(d) With Mr. Mahalinga Sarma at
Madras including advance of Rs. ¢4 13 6 6
(¢) Postage in hand .. ... ... 23 11 3 9388 8 0
2. To advances accounted for:
N. Raghavachari :.. .. 20 0 O
Peon Ahmad Hussain ... e .. 10 0 O
All Parties Conference account . .. 230 4 6 260 4 6
8. Loan from A. P. Conference Fund 1,170 6 O
4, Treasurer A. 1. C. C. ...12,088 &5 7
Less amount received from Bombay P.C.C.
shown above excluding expenses 41 10 0 19,046 11 7
5. BSale proceeds of Madras Congress Report
(Secretary, Tamil Nadu P. C. C.) 43 14 6
6. 4. P. Conference Account :
Bale proceeds of Convention Report and
Demand v 10 1 0
Sale proceeds of Convention Supp Report 12 14 9
Bale proceeds of Convention Report,
Dominion Status and Indian States 1 14 0 24 13 9
7. Commission on the sale proceeds of other
books 64 6 T
8, Allahabad City Congresq (,ommlttee 32 0 0
9. Allahabad District Congress Committee... 326 15 O
10. Allahabad Youth League .. . 60 0 O
11, Membershxp fee from Ajmer excludmg
commission . . 1,779 13 O
12. Interest 52 4 W
; 16800 1 9

NOTE.—Items 8, 9 and 10. The amounts shown to the eredit of the. Allahnbad

were received in the A, I. @. C. ,Office on their

Item No, 20, A portable typewriter has be¢n purchased since the
Item No. 22, In previous years such expenses wete paid by the
mittee did not pay them and the A.I.C.C.
Item No, 24, The advance shown as outstanding against Raja
have since been returned or accounted for.
K. B. RAMAKRISHNAIAH B. RAJA RAU
Accountant,

Under-Secretary.
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COMMITTEE

1929, in the Office of the AUl India Congress Committee, Allahabad,

LXPENDITURE
Rs. as. p- Rs. as. p.

13. Salaries... 6,606 14 0

Auditors’ fees ... .. .. ... 145 0% 671 14 0
14. Rents and taxes.. o 772 6 1
15. (a) Stationery and Puntlng . 1,770 12 9

(b) Remitted to Mr. Arjunlal Snthx
Ajmer, being printing charges of

membership forms (o be adjusted) 45 0 O
16. Miscellaneous ... . 372 12 9
17. Postagoe and Telegmms 1,376 4 9
18, Travelling Expenses:
Office staff 817 5 6
General Secretary ... 133 6 0 950 11 6
19. Library .. 65 12 O
20. Furmture 570 11 3
21.  Deposit for trunk calls 10 0 O
29. Calcutta Congross expenses ... 402 10 6
23, Amount written off ... 8 4 O
24. Advances:
B. Raja Rau ... 1,200 0 O
N. Raghavachari ... 2 0 0
R. C. Pande ... . 5 0 0
Peon Jageshar... 13 0 0 1,243 0 O
25. Syt. Benarsidas Chaturvedi for over-
seas work ... o 17 2 0
26. Research Deprrtment :
Salaries and traveiling exponses ... 796 10 0
Advances 110 0 O 906 10 O
27. Incurred by Bombay P. C. C. in des-
patching Congress publications ... 11 0 6
28. Kepayment to HForcign DPublicity
Account (Loan received last year) ... 100 0 0
29. Closing balance : .
(@) Cashinhand ... 177 43
(b) COash in Bank ... 1,044 5 11
(¢) With Mr. Mahalinga at Madm% 13 6 6
(?) Postage in hand... ... 32 1 0 1,267 1 8
“ ., ’ 16,800 1 9

City Congress Committée, District (,ong,roaq Committee and the Youth League
behalf and had got been p'ud out on the day the account for the year closed.

revised budget,was sanctioned.
Reception Committee. On the”last occasion, however, the Reception Com-

Office had to bear them.
Rau is being repald in monthly instalments of Rs. 100. The remaining advances

Checked and found correct.

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU R. K. TEWARI
. Auditor

General Secretary. 11-11-1929.
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LIST OF REALISATIONS

Moade by the All India Congress Committee from _1-10-1928 to 30-9-1929.

Rs. a. p
A. L. C. G. membership subscription.. . ... 4,672 0 0
Delegates’ {ees at Mle utm Congress . .. 2,909 8 0
Contributions from 1. C. C.s and aftiliation fees v 2,960 0 0
Percentage of Income ... ... 1,250 0 O
T. 8. F. Donations ... .. 2,423 14 1
Interest ... .. 2,898 6 9
Sale proceeds cf (’ongumh pubhcatlons e B 163 5 0
Miscellaneous. .. v e WY 200 40 7

TbTAI; .. 17,472 6 5
LIST OF OUTSTANDINGS
Of the All India Congress Comamittce ws on September 30, 1929,
(1) MONEYS DUE FROM INDIVIDUALS

Hyderabad (Deccan) Congress
Committee ... 5,288 2 0) DBalance of Hyderabad Khad-
} dar loan advanced by the

Me. Badrul Hagsan ... Lo 27,0911 14 0O Trustees, T. 8. I'., Bombay.

Mr. K. M. Panikkar ... 249 1 11  Balance of Akali Prisoners’
Familics Relief Fund.

Mr. T. Prakasam 500 0 0 Balance of loan advanced in

Deceniber 1926.

(2) MONEYS DUE FROM COMMITTEES

Punjab P. C. €. L Rs. 1,000 0 0 Temporary loan advanced
in 1927.

Tamil Nadu . C. C.... 3,335 4 10 Balance of Tu & ¥. quota
' (3) PUNJAB RELIEF WUND

Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya...Rs. 45,842 0 0
S

'TOTAL ...Rs. 84,626 6 9 ‘
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya promised ih 1925 to transfer the fixed
deposit receipts for Rs. 45,842 to the All India Congress Committee but the
transfer has not been made yet,
The balances of the Punjab Reliof Funds.ywith the Seva Sumltl, Allah-
abad, and with Mr. Jebangir B, Petit, Bombay, are not included in the fore-
going statement.

JAWAHAR LAL NEHRU

General Secretary,
7-11-1929.
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Thé Indian National Congress met in the Congress
Pandal at Lajpatrai Nagar (Lahore) on Sunday, the
29th December 1929, at 5 p. M. The President, Pandit
Jawahar Lal Nehru, was in the Chair.

The proceedings commenced with the singing of
the Vandemataram song by lady volunteers, the au-
dience standing. A band from Amritsar then played
some national songs. Miss Kedar Nath Saihgal also
sang a song from the rostrum.

Dr. Saifuddin Kitchlew, Chairman of the Reception
Committee, then delivered his address which reads as

follows:
Dr. KITCHLEW’S ADDRESS

CoMRADES,

On hehalf of the Reception Committee I extend to
you a most cordial weleome to this the 44th session of
the Indian National Congress. The Working Committee
under the able guidance of its indefatizable seccretary,
Dr. Gopi Chand, has worked day and night without
giving rest to its members, and aided by the selfless
devotion of a noble band of workers and volunteers, has
been able to achieve all that you see in Lajpatrai
Nagar. Their chief aim has been to pay greater
attention to your comfort and convenience than to the
mere spectacular side of the arrangements. The Com-
mittee had to work under great difficulties created by
man and nature alike and I beg of you to accept these
arrangements in a generous and brotherly spirit and to
forgive us for our shortecomings.

Friends, we have come to the most.critical stage of
our National struggle, the struggle for India’s freedom.
It is neeessary for us at the present juncture, therefore,
to take stock of our position and analyse the forces that
are working for and against us with a view to under-
stand the real meaning of our struggle, and by putting
our heads together to chalk out a proper programme
for the attainment of our object.

The British came to our country as traders and
merchants with the sole object of making money and
getting rich as quickly as possible. They did not come
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with the intention of conquering India. The conquest
in fact came to them only as a matter of “aceident.’”
When the British adventurers first came in touch with
our country they found its people rich and civilized far
above any other country in the world. Our manufac-
tures were well-known in Asia, Africa and Europe.
Our cotton and silk goods, brocades, shawls, muslins and
rugs could easily find a market in all countries. Our
jewellery, pottery, metal works and lapidary work were
looked upon with the eye of envy and were a source of
great income to our country. Similarly our surplus
grains, spices, and other products were eagerly awaited
in many parts of the world. There was a unique taste
and rare art exhibited in our Swadeshi produets which
made an irresistible appeal to the aesthetic sense of
our customers and brought us profits in no small
measurce. The stories of the fabulous wealth of our
country attracted the attention of the Knglish adven-
turers and brought them to our shores. But this state
of her civilization was not new to India finding its
highest development under the Mughal Kmperprs. It
had been in existence here for many thousands of years
before the British came to India or the Mughals estab-
lished their sway. “ Powerful Empires,’’ said the great
Imperialist, Lord Curzon, at the Delhi Durbar of 1901,
¢ existed and flourished here [in India] while English-
men were still wandering painted in the woods and
while the British colonies were still a wilderness and a
jungle. India has left a deeper mark upon the history,
philosophy and religion of mankind, than any other
terrestrial unit in the universe.”’

India at the time of the advent of the East India
Company was one of the wealthiest countries in the
world though politically in a decaying condition which
affected only the Central Gfovernment. The political
decay and downfall were brought about by a series of
events in rapid succession. This gave a chance to the
East India Company of English merchants who curry-
ing favour with this or that potentate and playing one
against the other, were able to gain their suctess. TLet
it be said for the Englishmen—they came, they saw,
they conquered. But let it be said to our utter shame
that this conquest was brought about mainly with the
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help of our men and money.

The:East India Company busied itself in making its
position politically secure and carried on a ruthless
campaign of economic exploitation. By deceit, by
treachery and by systematic terrorism, the wealth of
India began to be exported. The great accumulation of
Indian wealth in England gave a tremendous impetus
to the industrialisation of that country. In the latter
part of the eighteenth century England became at once
a producer of goods and began to flood the world with
British-made textile. metal and other articles. What
happened in India? Well, the story is simple. Kngland
wanted markets for her cheap machine-made goods.
And there could be no better or more paying market
than India with her teeming millions of inhabitants,
for the consumption of Kngland’s manufactures. Here
the East India Company became all powerful, and its
officers laid no pretension to seruples. The old historie
and the most artistic industries of -our country were
mevrcilessly destroyed as it were at the point of the
bayonet. India was forcibly reduced to a position of
an exporter of raw materials and importer of cheap
British goods. Believe me, friends, | am not writing
fiction. The facts are borne out by many European
and even some conscientious English writers, and the
correspondence of the officers ot the East India Company
throws a flood of light on the most harrowing details of
the misery, poverty and emasculation of the people of
this country. No wonder there was discontent in the
land, particularly among the labourers, workers and
artisans in towns. The peasants were not yet sorely
affected although they had begun to feel the pinch owing
to the gradual loss of their cottage industry and export
of their grain stuffs. Some of the feudal chiefs of
India who were feeling keenly the loss of their
prestige, wealth, and influence rose in revolt and
seduced the Indian Army in support of their cause.
This led to what is ecalled by some “The First
War of Independence” and by others, the “Sepoy
Mutiny’’ 0f 1857. Let us not go into the heart-rending
details of those events. Suffice it to say that India was
made safe for British Imperialism for a long time to
come. The Queen’s proclamation promised much bu¥
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gave nothing, and India was reduced to the position of
a Dependency. "

Under the new dispensation England was in need of
supporters and apart from the Indian princes who were
brought under stringent control a new feudal bourgeoisie
of landlords was created. To carry on the work of
administration nced was felt to educate Indians in
English, hence schools and colleges were gradually
opened with a view to find recruitment of low paid
clerks and officers holding subordinate posts in Judicial
and Kxecutive departments. But care was taken to
keep the strings of the bureaucracy in the hands of the
most expensive and highly paid agency in the world.
A new form of bourgeoisie of merchants was encouraged
to spring up in India to work as agents on commission
and brokerage, and assist the great capitalist concerns
of England in their exploitation of the Indian masses;
side by side with this there came into existence a petty
bourgeoisie of small traders and other interests who
became willing tools in the hands of British Imperialists.
To further reduce the people of this land to a condition
of abject slavery and helplessness we were deprived of
the right of keeping arms, and a mercenary army was
<created to suppress and kill in us the spirit of resistance.
‘The major portion of the Indian Budget was earmarked
for the upkeep of the army maintained ostensibly for
the defence of the country but really to fight in the
interests of white Imperialism in Asia, Africa and even
in Europe as in the last Great War. Only in the last
Great War in Kurope (1914-18) India contributed
14,014,880 men (official figures) and was compelled to
pay the terrible sum of £100,000,000 announced as a
‘gift’ together with #£100,000,000 paid in other ways
under promises, threats and coercion.

Under the British Crown or,to be more exact, under
the control of the India Office and the centralised bureau-
cratic administrationin this countrylarge-scale capitalist
enterprise came into play in HEngland, and with a net-
work of railways and communications the exploitation
of India became both extensive and intensive and the
condition of the people became worse. After the Great
War and with the rise of new conditions, British
capital began to pour into this country for investment
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on a permanent basis and English firms and companies
for the first time in the history of British connection
began to get themselves registered in India under
assumed Indian names. All the great mills—cotton
mills, jute mills, woollen mills and others, are mainly
run to-day by foreign capital with a modicum of Indian
money in some big cities. This is how India is get-
ting rich! And this is how India’s indusiries are being
“nationalised’’ under the British Crown! As for the
condition of the peasants who constitute 80 per cent. of
the population, let me quote to you the authoritative
words of a statesman. “If India must be bled,”” said
Lord Salisbury, “the lancet should be directed to the
parts where the blood is congested, or at least is suffi-
cient, not to those [the argicultural people] which are
already feeble for the want of it.”’

“ India must be bled.”’ It sounds so brutal, but it is
an honest statement of facts. This is the keynote to all
our troubles. India must be Dbled: hence British
copnection must be maintained and its people must
remain hewers of wood and drawers of water to serve
the interests of white Imperialism. Yes, India is bled—
bled white, her surface wealth is gone. New resources
are being tapped, and her latent and hidden treasures
are exploited by the forces of Imperialism. India of
to-day is the home of poor peasants and workers and
labourers and the unemployed, that constitute more than
90 per cent. of its population, and what do they get
under British domination? Poverty, unemployment,
indebtedness, pestilence, disease, famine, starvation,
death. The problem of our country, friends, is not
religious or merely political. It is essentially economic.
And we cannot bring about the cconomic salvation of
our country without the sovereign control of its
destinies in our hands.

Forty-four years ago, some of our countrymen met
together and laid the foundation of the Indian National
Jongress. They were great men, great pioneers of
national cause. But, governed by the circumstances of
those days, they were, really speaking, working in the
interests of their class—the intellectual and professional
bourgeoisie of India. Year after year resolutions were
repeatedly passed at the sessions of the Congress pro-



6

fessing loyalty to the Crownand demanding greater and
yet greater opportunities of co-operation with and service
under the Government inits various departments of admi-
nistration. Subjects of wider importance also began to
find a place later in the discussions of the National Cong-
ress. But the Congressmen of the early days belonged
mainly to the stratum of society representing the profes-
sional and intellectual bourgeoisie of India. ~ With due
deference to their position, let me state frankly, they
did not represent the masses, nor did they make any
attempt to approach them, much less work among them
in order to organise them for the liberation of our
country. The position before the War was something
like this:— .

(1) The Upper Class—the land-lords and the
wealthier elements were favoured by the bureaucrats,
and were loyal supporters ol British Imperialism.

(2) The Middle Class, particularly the lower middle
class representing petty bourgeoisie of small traders
and others, were showing signs of dissatisfaction owing
to financial difficulties.

(3). The National Movement for all practical
purposes was confined mainly to the educated and pro-
fessional classes, such as Jawyers and others, taking
intelligent interest in the affairs of their country.

(4) The Peasants and Workers, although feeling
the strain and stress of life most bitterly, were not yet
awakened to active consciousness of their miserable
€xistence.

Then came the (reat War with all its promises of
self-determination, the world to be made safe for
democracy, equality—ol rights and status of individuals
and nations—all these things were bound to create a
revolution of ideas in the world, particularly among
the exploited and down-trodden nations of the East.
Ever since the victory of Japan over Russia the
Eastern nations were getting into that dangerous mood
of preparing to free themselves from the soul-killing
domination of Western Imperialism. The Russian
Revolution, the Turkish Revolution, the Irish Revolution,
the Persian, Chinese, kgyptian and similar other
revolutions had their natural effeet on the people. Let
us not forget that these revolutions denote two impor-
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tant factors in the working of the present-day human
mind.(1) The revolt of the subject races against foreign
domination. (2) The world-wide awakening and revolt
of the masses against the forces of Imperialism. India
too had bheen affected by the vietory of Japan over
Crarist Russia; India too has been impressed and
stirred by the recent revolutions that have taken place
in different countries. During the War high hopes of
equal status, of justice and freedom within the Empire
were arousedin some of us by the false and alluring
promises made by Mr. Lloyd George . and other British
statesmen. KEngland was eventually saved, but India
was disillusioned. That is the moral of the War!

Meantime the Indian National Congress relying on
the promises of English statesmen during the War,
soon realised to its cost that these promises were
nothing more than mere idle dreams. It became more
and more vocal and began to gather strength onaccount
of the discontent in the country. Something had to be
dgne to placate the Moderates and rally them round to
the stronghold of bureaucracy. Consequently the
Montagu-Chelmsford Scheme of Reforms was intro-
duced in 1919. There was a regular hue and cry raised
throughout the country and flood gates of eriticism
opened against this ill-begotten Scheme of Reforms.
The bureaucracy in India was alarmed. In order to
kill “extremism’ in the country by means ol further
repression, it hrought forth the ill-fated Rowlatt (the
Black) Bills. Mecetings were held all over the country
and resolutions unanimously passed denouncing the
new legislation. There was a tearing and a raging
agitation set on foot in the whole of Tndia and the
people were deeply stirred to action. Mahatma Gaundhi,
as we all remember, came into the field, and under his
great and marvellous leadership the Satyagraha
campaign was launched. The Rowlatt legislation
constituted a political issue of the first magnitude, and
Hindus and Muslims, classes and masses, all joined the
struggle for the national cause. It also showed that the
so-called,religious and communal differences were only
skin-deep. They were not real, they were not genuine.
'They were artificially kept up, and encouraged b
Interested parties and persons for their own selfis

A
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ends. This wonderful unity of national purpose and
display of national interest gave a rude shock to the
forces of Imperialism in India and the British Isles.

- In the name of ‘prestige’ and in order to teach a
“lesson’ to the people of this country for having showna
spirit of revolt, the Government resorted to drastic
measures of repression. Their aeroplanes threw bombs
on the unsuspecting people, their Smiths had the
audacity to uncover the veils of our women, their Dyers
had the license of shooting into the crowds of innocent
unarmed citizens gathered in a lawful meeting
for the prosecution of a lawful object. (Shame.)
Their soldiers and military officers made the
people rub their noses against the ground, crawl on
their bellies, and undergo the scourge of whipping.
(Shame.) Our young men and students were ordered to
fall in line and taken in marching processions over long
distances in the burning heat of the sun in order to
galute the Union Jack (shame) the enblem of British
Imperialism. I think we deserve whipping unless we
get up and do something. These and many other
unspeakable insults and injuries were offered to India’s
manhood and its sense of self-respect. The growing
patriotism of our countrymen was put to a sore test;
but it refused to be cowed down by the massacre of
Jallianwalla Bagh and other brutal atrocities committed
by the strong arm of bureaucracy in the name of law
and order. The Relorms of 1919 were declared by you
at the time of the Amritsar Congress as disappointing,
inadequate and unsatisfactery, and you refused to
believe in the good intentions of Great Britain
unless something real, something tangible was
immediately done to pacify India and to
show that Bngland was after all sorry for her great
sins of commission and omission. But British Imperi-
alism would not pay heed to your demands. On the
contrary, it began to have resort to questionable
means and methods in order to hide its story of naked
shame and moral degradation from the searching eyes
of the world. The country once again, under‘the com-
mand of its veteran leader, rose with a ery of Non-Co-
operation. A-nd what did the non-co-operators want?
4 The non-co-operators are at war with the Govern-
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ment,”” said Mahatmaji. “We want to overthrow the
Government and compel its submission to the people’s
will. We shall have to stagger humanity, even as South
‘Africa and Ireland, with this exception:~ we will rather
spill our own blood, not that of our opponents. This
is a fight to a finish.”” (I wish Mahatmaji would speak
again like this.) Again said Mahatmaji: “I am a man
of peace, but not of peace at any price—only of that
peace which will enable us to stand up to the world as
{ree men.”’

This talk of war, gentlemen, of overthrowing the
Government, of spilling of blood—(even our own blood),
of fight to a finish—what did it all mean ? Jndia was
in the throes of a mighty revolution, and the people as
a whole gave a splendid response to the call ot Revolu-
tion. Leaders and workers, men and women, young and
old, without any distinetion of caste and ereed, gladly
filled the jails of India—of all parts of India—in their
thousands, and paid the penalty ol deliberately violating
the laws of a foreign bureaucratic system of govern-
ment. For two years at least we did stagger humanity
and shook the foundations of Imperialism. But the
war was unfortunately not to be fought to a finish.
Something untoward happened at Chauri Chaura and
one or two other places, and there was a dead stop to
our movement at the most psychological moment of its
struggle for existence. We simply refused to win the
vietory of which no power on earth could possibly have
deprived us. The failure of our struggle for freedom
was a result of our own making. It was naturally
followed by a terrible reaction. The spirit of discontent
and disappointment eaught hold of the imagination of
the people, and by a campaign of subtle intrigues our
country was divided. Our Moderate friends, represent-
ing the bourgeois interests of their classes, raised their
voice in favour of co-operation, and our communal
leaders who were found openly assisting the Government
in its policy of mad repression now posed as
champions of Hindu, Muslim, Sikh and other rights.
Cries of “Islam in danger,”” “Hinduism in danger,”
“Sikhism in danger,’”” and similar other false alarms,
were raised from house-tops and there was nothing left,
it seemed, for our unfortunate country but chaos and
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<onfusion. Some Nationalist workers also fell a prey
to the spirit of the moment and wittingly or unwitting-
ly began to swell the forces of reaction. There were
-others who with the best possible intention in the world
and after due deliberation and consultation tried to
stem the tide of communal madness by turning the
energies of the various communities into constructive
-and useful ckannels of internal reforms, but even they
could not escape the spirit of distrust and suspicion
prevailing in the land.

The National forces of our country, in turn, became
divided into different parties, groups, and factions of
whole-hogging Non-co-operators, of Swarajists, and of
Responsive Co-operators. All this was due, to my mind,
to the lack of a real, sound, political programme which
would have made a direct appeal to the revolutionary
spirit of the people—the masses, the workers and the
peasants.

Friends, I have already stated that the so-called
Hindu-Muslim differences are only transitory, ephemne-
ral, and skin-deep. They are the result of a tremend-
ous reaction. They have no back-bone, no legs to stand
upon. If we had only left them alone to die their
natural death the cause of National India would not
have suffered much. But goaded by the taunts of the
bureaucrats we 1{ried to solve them. Our All-Party
Conferences have done us no good. On the contrary,
by giving a status to rank communalists, they havedone
immeasurable harm to the political movement. 'The
Nehru Committee appointed by the Congress did all in
its power to bring about amicable settlement of the
intercommunal questions. But their report has not
brought us any real solution of those questions. I feel
there is something [fundamentally wrong about our
conception of religion in connection with the political
life of the country. Let us realise that religionis alter
all only a matter of opinion, of faith, ol convietion
which can be changed any moment in one’s life. We
may be Hindu or Muslim by religious conception. But
that has nothing to do with our being Indian. (Cheers.)
‘That would not change the factum of our birth, or our
nationality. No one would call us English or French,
.or American because we happen to have changed our
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religion. Some of our countrymen have adopted
Christianity. They try to imitate English manners,
dress and the general way of living. But they are
Indians bred and born all the same. The same is the
case with Musalmans. Turks, Arabs, lgyptians and
others are only our brethren-in-faith. We cannot be-
come Turks nor can Turks and others be recognised
as Indians because they happen to be of $he same faith.
Let us, therefore, get rid of this notion of having reli-
gion as the basis of our political rights, and political
demands and divisions. Cries ol ‘religion in danger’ or
‘religious culture in danger,” are the result of distrust
and suspicion created by the policy of ‘divide and rule.’
Such cries were raised, and this is a matter of authentic
history, in other parts of the world, and there were
fierece and bloody wars fought on that basis. But when
the peoples of those countries realised the utter hollow-
ness of such imaginary cries and saw the terrible havoe
that was done by their indulging in such cries they
beecame wise. There are Jews, Catholies and Protes-
tants and others in Kurope and America who have
settled down to life after sad experience of religious
persecution and have come to realise the fundamental
fact that religion after all is a moral force guiding the
spiritual lite of an individual and as such has nothing
to do in praetice with his political or economic interests
in the universe. The more so with India, where there are
so many faiths and creedsalready in existence and every
other decade a new creed springs up. Let our pcople
understand that so long as some of us indulge in divid-
ing India politically on a religious basis there can be
no peace in the country. The dreams of Hindu Raj or
Muslim Raj are just as [oolish, as wild and as mischie-
vous, as the false and meaningless eries of ‘religion in
danger.’ (/lear, hear) The talk of Hindu Raj or Mus-
lim Raj is not practical politics. There is only one
Raj and that is the Indian Raj which must be our goal
and for the attainment of which we must be ready to
lay down our lives. Pcople who talk so loudly of
religion, do not really understand what they talk about.
They only exploit the religious susceptibilities of poor
ignorant men for their selfish motives, and personal
gain. It is not religion that is in danger. Itis the
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over-wrought sense of religiosity that is in danger.
Religion is a great force and is safe in India, but religi-
osity as preached and practised by a selfish hierarchy
or by pseudo-religious leaders is rotten to the core.
For us the best way of exorcising this demon of religi-
osity from among the afflicted people is to ignore it by
refusing to recognise its existence in matters economie
and political.” The Europeans, as I said before, did
this long ago. The Kastern countries like China,
Turkey, Egypt, Afghanistan, ete. are doing it at the
present moment. We too must do the same to free our
people from the grip of a bigoted, narrow-minded and
soulless hierarchy of selfish professional “Divines.”’
Having made a distinction between religion and
religiosity, let us recognise the principle of giving
liberty and protection to every man or woman to
select his or her own religion if he or she so desires,
and that is the utmost that a civilised society can do for
its members in their individual capacity.

Some of you might say : ¢ This is all right as a
matter of prineiple, but we have to face lacts. In order
to fight the Indian bureaucracy and the forces of British
Imperialism we must do something, at least for the
time being, to unite the country even on a communal
basis with a view to check the mischief-mongers who
might betray us in the hour of our need. This to my
mind, friends, is not logic. Let us have a good fighting
programme based on a truly national, political and
economic basis. The masses, I am sure, will immedi-
ately follow your lead. And I do not think they have
ever betrayed you. During the Satyagraha and Non-co-
operation days they and the petty bourgeoisie did not
cry halt. In fact they felt annoyed with you because
you yourself withdrew your forces by ordering retreat
at Bardoli. The question of separate electorates, or
communal representation, of processions, and musie
before mosques, in fact all such matters which are the
stock-in-trade of communalists did not trouble their
minds. Itis my conviction that the masses even to-day
do not really care for such petty considerations of life.
To them the main question is how to get bread and
butter for themseclves and their children. They find

hemselves in a condition of poverty that has brought
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them and theirs to the verge of starvation. In spite of
you and the Government, they are organising them-
selves to-day on a pohtlco economic basis, and by their
strikes and demonstrations are already showing wonder-
ful signs of unity. With them there is no such thing as
Hindu rights and Muslim rights. They make no such
distinetions. Let me remind you that the peasants, the
tillers of the soil, the labourers and workers, are future
masters of India’s destiny. (Hear, hear.) Let us not
at least betray them and their cause by squabbling over
things which we know are not genuine and cannot hold.
Every communalist worth the name will tell you that
communal representation is not an ideal thing to have.
He wants to retain it only as a temporary measure, for
a-fixed number of years, or till such time as his econfi-
dence is restored. Forgive me, friends, if I call this
attitude of mind as ecowardiee, sheer cowardice, nothing
but cowardice. The majority of those who clamour for
scparate electorates, and communal representation
belong to the landed commercial and intellectual bour-
geoisie who will talk, talk, talk, but never move their little
hnge1 against the Government in the eause of the
country. Majority of them (honourable exceptions
apart) belong to the eclass who hanker after titles,
jobs, and grants of land from the Government and
would sell their body and soul to please their masters
for the proverbial mess of pottage. But there are
others who honestly believe in the retention of commu-
nalism in our body politic at least for some time so
that they may be able to bring their community round
to the saner view of things. I would make to them an
appeal to have faith in the truth of their convictions,
and come out and fight straight without attempting to
flirt with the forces which they know and have reasons
to believe to be reactionary and evil. No religion or
religious culture is really in danger as 1 have already
said, but if you must have some provision in the future
constitution of the country, then let there be a general
provision to the ecffect that any question relating to
religion should not be decided, in case of objection, and
that a fixed number (say % or ) of the numbers pro-
fessing that religion and present in the meeting give
their support to it. This in my humble opinion, will
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afford much better protection, (if protection be really
required) than the mischievous and objectionable sys-
tem of separate representation on communal lines.

Friends, let me now pass on to the question of our
political status. The Indian National Congress starting
with humble beginnings, at last, in its Madras session,
declared Independence as the goal of India’s political
activities. But this resolution was modified, as you all
know, in a spirit of compromise by some ¢f our leaders
during the last session held at Caleutta. An overwhelm-
ing majority, to my mind, had come prepared to vote
for indepencence, but owing to the attitude taken up by
the leaders, many of those present in the meeting, chan-
ged their minds and voted against their better judgment
at the last moment. The resolution was passed only by
a majority of votes—those voting against it formed a
very substantial minority. It was essentially a compro-
mise resolution, and the compromise was brought about
with a view to placate the Moderates and to give the
British Government a chance to make a definite decla-
ration regarding their policy towards the f{uture Gov-
ernment of India. The resolution demanded the estab-
lishment of Dominion Status within 12 months but the
doors to the Independence ideal were not shut. On the
contrary and almost in the same breath the Congress
declared its adherence to the Madras resolution and
allowed the independence party to carry on agitation for
its ideal. The wording of that resolution is delightfully
vague, as is generally the case with all compromise
resolutions. The net result ol that resolution, if I
understand it correctly, is that if by the 31st of this
month (December) the British Parliament did not send
us a Charter (duly signed and sealed by His Majesty
the King) of a full-fledged Dominion Status for India
we stand pledged as honourable men to declare Inde-
pendence not only as an ideal for our country but as our
immediate objective. (Cheers.) Two days more, friends,
and the stipulated period of 12 months would pass.
Hitherto the charter has not arrived. It may be still
in transit, or it may not have been sent at all. There-
fore let us make our preparations in haste and prove to
the world that we are really honest and serious-minded
patriots, dreadfuily ir earnest and that we mean busi-



ness. This is how the world took the meaning of our
resolution. This is how we and our countrymen took
it. This is how it has been declared by our leaders
from every platform. and our press understood and
supported it. Mahatmaji himself is reported to have
declared, and I do hope he has been correctly reported,
that after the 31st of December, if Dominion Status is
not recognised as an accomplished fact, h¢ would dec-
lare himself an “Independence-walla.”” (Hear, hear.)
And we know Mahatmaji is a man of his word.

For months together the country has remained on
the tiptoe of expectation without getting any response
from British Imperialism. I beg your pardon, friends,
I forget we did get something in the meantime. The
leaders and the members of the Conservative party and
of the Liberal party in England and their press ridicul-
ed us for having dared to pass such a monstrously
foolish resolution. Our dear old friends, the retired
Anglo-Indians of the type of Sir Michael O’Dwyer, my
great friend, and other valiant knights of the sundried
bureaucracy in Iingland raised a hue and cry and in all
seriousness advised the Indian Government to adopt
strong repressive measures like those, perhaps, of the
Jallianwalla Bagh. They talked of Russian gold, of
Soviet intrigues, of the incurable Hindu-Muslim differ-
ences, of the incapacity of us poor Indians to govern
ourselves, of the need of the strong arm to protect the
masses against the baneful influences of the emissaries
of the 3rd International and the agents of the hot-headed
irresponsible members of the Labour Party who were
carrying on a downright Socialist and Communist pro-
paganda in this preserve of British Imperialism.

And how did the bureaucrats in India take this
advice of their tried and expericnced predecessors-in-
office? They aceepted it both in letter and spirit and
acted upon it without reserve. They came to the As-
sembly with their Trade Disputes Bills and Safety Bills
and many-other bills of oppression and suppression.
They attacked the elementary. rights of freedom of
speech, freedom of the press, freedom of association
and began to send our patriots to the lock-up and jail in
large numbers. Then it was suddenly discovered that
India was becoming a hot-bed of revolutionary conspi-
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racies of the violent type and prosecutions were launched
on a scale that baffles imagination. The Assembly
Bomb Case, the Lahore and Meerut casecs and other
cases cropped up as if by the touch of the magic wand.

Now in all civilized countries the motive of a crime
is the primary thing to be considered. Murder committed
for instance in pursuit of lust, personal gain or for per-
sonal revengé constitutes a most heinous erime and on
account of the base motive the murderer gets no
concession from the jury or the judge. But a murder
committed in a moment of excitement or gross provo-
cation or without ulterior motive is always held by the
great jurists of all countries as worthy of consideration.
You may not agree with the act itself, you may even
shoot a man or hang him, but you must give him ecredit
for the selflessness and purity of his motive. And
what motive could be purer and nobler than the
motive behind a political ‘ erime.” England herself has
made heroes of her political ‘murderers’ in her own
country. In recent history, in fact as late as 1924
Englishmen were compelled to treat political ‘murderers’
in Ireland on equal footing and amnesty was granted
before the truce of 1924 to all political prisoners
including those who were charged with or convicted of
downright cold-blooded murder. But in India the bureau-
cracy has persistently refused to recognise the political
status of such crimes. The matter was brought to an
issue only recently in the casc of the Lahore Conspiracy
under-trial prisoners. At first the Government would
not listen. The under-irial prisoners resorted to hun-
ger-strike demanding equal status of Indian prisoners
with the European and also better treatment for the
under-trials. This was a fight for the establishment of
a great principle. The strike went on for more than 60
days, and there was a huge agitation set on foot
throughout the country. But the Government remained
adamant. They had to yield only when Sjt. Jatindra
Nath Dass breathed his last as a greaf martyr to the
principle for which he was fighting. The Government
were made to eat the humble pie and swallow their
false notion of bureaucratic “ prestige,’’ for Bhagat
Singli and Dutt and their gallant co-accused were
determined to meet cheerfully the same fate. (Hear, hear.)



17

Soon Jail Committees were appointed and promises
were made of better treatment to political and other
Indian prisoners. But the treatment of political priso-
ners meantime has remained in parctice as shabby
as ever.

Friends, thus months passed away since the
Caleutta Congress till the Viceroy on his return from
England made his famous statement which raised a
storm in a tea-cup. I need not go into the details
of what took place after the Viceroy’s statement.
The speeches made in the Houses of Parliament
lead us nowhere. The Conservative and Liberal
leaders have certainly made their position clear. At
least in their case we know where we stand. But what
is the position of the Labour Party ? It is true that
the Secretary of State for India swore at Lloyd George
and Birkenhead. Ile uscd fairly strong language of a
personal nature. But that would not help matters
much, Wiil any one of my liberal, moderate or reaction-
arys friends enlighten us as to what is the exact
position our country is going to attain immediately
after the Simon Report is discussed in the House of
Commons ? o so far as that Report is concerned it
would be idle to expeet a Durham in Sir John Simon.
In so far as the specches made in Parliament are con-
cerned, two things stand out pre-eminently clear; (1)
India is not a party question; (2) India is not going to
get Dominion Status to-day or 1n the near future—in fact
at this rate, not for a long time—not for centuries to
come! Our liberal and moderate friends in India may
go on waiting till doomsday erying for the moon.
The whole history of British Imperialism is against
them. KEnglishmen do not listen to mere words, mere
threats of subjeet nations. They have never done it in
the past and they are not likely to do it in the future.
Even towards their own kith and kin they did not do
this. Their American colonies (now the United States
of America) had to fight for their independence and to
win it. Canada and South Africa again had to fight
hard before they got their Dominion Status. Their
next door neighbour Ireland, after centuries of
repression won its Free State only when Sinn Feiners
and Republicans came into the open with their parallel



18

Government, and Irish Volunteers by successfully carry-
ing out a programme of guerilla warfare made things
rather hot for the Black and Tans and the horde of
English and Irish spies and reactionaries. These are
all matters of history and throw a flood of light on the
true character of the Knglish race. Those who pin
their faith on the good-will, and sweet words and fair
promises of the Labour Party will profit a good deal by
carefully studying the history of this great part{. The
English Labourers with tk~ development of industriali-
sation in England and moved by their selfish interests
helped Imperialism in its wretched exploitation of
subjcet races, particularly of our own country. It is
only after the War when large scale industrialisation of
India began and the capital of English imperialists
with the object of exploiting our cheap labour came in
millions of pounds to this country that the English
labourer deprived of his chances of making money
directly has really tried to raise his voice of protest
in the interest of the Indian masses and the suffering
humanity generally. It is high time we realised :the
difference between the Labour Party in office and the
left wingers both in Parliament and in the country. It
is true that the British Trades Union Congress at
Scarborough passed the following resolutions :—

“This Trades Union Congress believes the
domination of non-British people by the British Govern-
ment to be a form of capitalist exploitation having forits
object the securing for British capitalists (1) ol cheap
sources of raw materials, (2) the right to exploit cheap
and unorganised labour and to use the competition of
that labour to degrade workers’ standards in (reat
Britain.

“ It declares its complete opposition to Imperial-
ism and resolves (1) to support the workers in all parts
of the British Kmpire to organise the Tr-ade Unions and
political parties in order to further their interests and
(2) to support the right of all people in the British
Empire to self-determination, including the right to
choose complete separation from the Empire.”’

The resolution was passed in 1925 and requires
no” further elucidation on my part for it speaks for
itself. Since 1925, the labourers and workers of Fng-
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land representing the left wing of the Labour Party
have given some proof,though in small measure, of their
active interest in the Labour organisations of our
country. But these things are in spite of Mr. Macdonald
and his right wing in the Parliament and in the country.
The sole test of the intentions of the Parliamentary
Labour Party is this: Are they going to make the
question of Dominion Status their party question just
as (fladstone did in the case of Ireland? Are they
prepared to fight cn this issue, and il defeated in
Parliament go to the electorates and seck their votes on
the question of Dominion Status for India 2 No,
friends, no. Not Mr. Macdonald and his party. They
will never risk their reputation and stake their chances
of holding office, lor our sake. Then what is our posi-
tion 2 The Parliamentary Labour Party will turn
round and say “ (Gientlemen, we are sorry ; we want to
give you full-fladged Dominion Status but the Conserva-
tives and Liberals won’t have it. Therelore, take what-
ever is best in the circumstances and wait for the rest.
Yoy sce we do not command a majority in the House
as a single party. We are only in office, but not in
majority. Trust us, and pray for our sweeping success
at the next clections. Then we assure you we shall do
all in our power to get you fixed up in your Dominion
Status. All that we can say, at present, is better luck
next time.”” No self-respeeting people can entertain even
the idea of making the future of the nation dependent
on the good-will and fortunes of an alien political party
of a domineering nation. India‘’s freedom can be
attained only through India’s own elforts. (/lear, hear.)
The history of nations that have attained their freedom
as well as the history of our own political struggles tells
us that self-reliance, self-sacrifice and suffering are the
only road to Swaraj.

Friends, let us, therefore, face facts and frame
our programme.

Briefly stated, the main faectors of our problem
are, firstly, that the continuance of alien domination
constitutes such a bleeding of masses that thg‘are can be
no tinkering with the question of our National free-
dom.

Secondly, self-reliance, sacrifice and suffering are
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the only methods for the attainment of our freedom.

Thirdly, our programme of action must be broad-
based and dynamicso that we may mobilize the peasants
and workers of India who are the real backbone of the
country. .
Viewing the national problem, as I do, I would
submit for your consideration the following for the
formulation of our national programme :—

(¢) The Congress should declare complete
Independence as its immediate objective.
(Hear, hear.)

(it) Complete boycott of the Legislatures.

(#48) Organisation of National army of workers
with a view to co-ordinate and combine
the different workers’ and peasants’
organisations as also youth organisa-
tions.

(iv) The organisation of a permanent body of
full time National workers paid as well
as honorary.

(v) Organisation of mass Civil Disobediencé as
well as individual Civil Disobedicnce in
selected areas under the direction of a
compact and small Central Committee of
Action with full powers of control.

In fact T want some one to be a Dictator with a
central body to carry on a revolutionary programme,
which of course the country needs most.

I have now concluded. I shall say only a word
of appeal.

My appeal is firstly to Mahatmaji. He is the
one leader in whom the masses have faith. He is the
one leader who commands nation-wide respeet and
affection. I appeal to Mahatmaji to lead us in our
struggle for the attainment of National Independence.
The country is ready for action. Itis ready for suffering
and sacrifice. The Non-Co-operation programme of the
Nagpur Congress gave the country a militant and
dynamic programme. The country responded wonder-
fully. Itis true the Chauri Chaura incident led to a
sudden suspension of the programme, which severely
disappointed the workers and the counfry and played
havoc with morale. To-day, we are once again on the
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eve of a period of dynamic action. I appeal to Mahat-
maji. Pray come and lead us. We are ready. But
let there be no repetition of Chauri Chauraand Bardoli.
No turning back, once we get our feet onward. Let
the slogan be-Onward, onward, until the goal is
reached. -

1 have also a word to say to my young friends.
The country looks to them to fight the battle for
Swaraj. The youth are the makers of history. In
every country it is the youth that have borne the brunt
of freedom’s battle. [ appeal to our youth to set in
the spirit of noblesse oblige. The acceptance of Mahat-
maji’s leadership lays a duty on the soldiers of the
nation, the duty to be non-violent, to conform to
discipline, to be loyal to the ideals of the National
Government. 1 have done.

It is now my pleasant duty to accord on behalf
of you all a hearty welcome to Pandit Jawahar Lal
Nehru.  Panditji and I were contemporaries at Camb-
ridge, though you may doubt it, seeing how gray
[ have grown.  Our comradeship whlch began at
Cambridge has continued in the serviee of a common
cause. l’andlt Jawahar Lal is the embodiment of the
ideals, the courage and the sacrifices of the youth of
the eountry. I once agiin accord him a hearty
welcome on behalf of you all, and request him to take
the Chair. (Cheers.)

* * " % * *

Dr. Kitehlew then garlanded the President who
was given an ovation as he ascended the rostrum to
deliver the Presidential Address. The President then
delivered his address in Hindustani, of which the
following is an Knglish version.

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS.
Comrades,

For four and forty years this National Congress
has laboured for the freedom of India. During this
period it has somewhat slowly but surely awakened
national consciousness from its long stupor and built
up the national movement. If today we are gathered
here at a crisis of our destiny, conscious of our
strength as well as of our weakness, and looking with
hope and apprehension to the future, it is well that we
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give first thought to those who spent their lives with
little hope of reward so that those that follow them
may have the joy of achievement. Many of the giants
of old are not with us and we of a later day, standing
on an eminence of their creation, may often decry their
efforts. That is the way of the world. But none of
you can forget them or the great work they did in
laying the foundations of a {ree India. And none of
us can ever forget that glorious band of men and
women who, without recking the consequences, have
laid down their young lives or spent their bright youth
in suffering and torment in utter protest against a
foreign domination. Many of their names cven are
not known to us. They laboured and suffered in silence
without any expectation of public applause, and by
their heart’s blood they nursed the tender plant of
India’s freedom. While many of us temporised and
compromised, they stood up and proclaimed a people’s
right to freedom and declared to the world that India,
even in her degradation, had the spark of life in her,
because she refused to submit to tyranny and serfdom.
Brick by brick has our national movement been built up,
and often on the prostrate bodies of her martyred sons
has India advanced. The giants of old may not be
with us but the courage of old is with us still and India
can yet produce martyrs like Jatindas and Wizaya.

This is the glorious heritage that we have inherited
and you wish to put me in charge of it !1know well
that I occupy this honoured place by chance more than
by your deliberate design. Your desire was to choose
another—one who towers above all others in this
present-day world of ours—and there could have been
no wiser choice. But fate and he conspired together
and thrust me against your will and mine into this
terrible seat of responsibility. Should I express my
gratitude to you for having placed me in this dilemma ?
But I am grateful indeed for your confidence in one
who strangely lacks it himself.

You will discuss many vital national problems that
face us today and your decisions may change the
courSe of Indian history. But you are not the only
people that are faced with problems. The whole world
today is one vast question mark and every country and
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every people is in the melting r .. The age of faith,
with the comfort and stability i. brings, is past, and
there is questioning about everything, however perma-
nent or sacred it might have appeared to our fore-
fathers. Everywhere there is doubt and restlessness
and the foundations of the state and society are in
process of transformation. Old established ideas of
liberty, justice, property and even the* family are
being attacked and the outcome hangs in the balance.
We appear to be in a dissolving period of history when
the world is in labour and out of her travail will give
birth to a new order. :

No one can say what the future will bring, but we
may assert with some confidence that Asia, and even
India, will play a determining part in future world
policy. The brief day of Kuropean domination is
already approaching its end. Kurope has ceased to be
the centre of activity and interest. The future lies
with America and Asia. Owing to false and incomplete
history many of us have been led to think that Europe
has always dominated over the rest of the world, and
Asia has always let the legions of the west thunder
past and has plunged in thought again. We have
forgotten that for millennia the legions of Asia over-
ran Europe and modern Kurope itself largely consists
of the descendants of these invaders from Asia. We
have forgotten that it was India that finally broke the
military power of Alexander. Thought has undoubtedly
been the glory of Asia and specially of India, but in
the field of action the record of Asia has been equally
great. But none of us desires that the legions of Asia
or Europe should overrun the continents again. We
have all had enough of them.

India to-day is a part of a world movement. Not
only China, Turkey, Persia and Egypt but also Russia
and the countries of the west are taking part in this
movement, and India ecannot isolate herself from it.
‘We have our own problems, difficult and intricate, and
we cannot run away from them and take shelter in the
wider problems that affect the world. But if we
ignore the world we do so at our peril. Civilisation
‘today, such as it is, is not the creation or the monopoly
of one people or nation. It is a composite fabric to
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which all countries have coniributed and then have
adapted to suit their particular needs. And if India
has a message to give to the world, as I hope she has,
she has also to receive and learn much from the
messages of other people.

‘When everything is changing it is well to remember
the long course of Indian history. Few things in
history are more amazing than the wonderful stability
of the social structure in India which withstood
the impact of numercus alicn influences and thousands
of years of change and conflict. It withstood them
because it always sought to absorb them and tolerate
them. Its aim was not to exterminate but to establish
an equilibrium between different cultures. Aryans and
non-Aryans settled down together recognising cach
other’s right to their culture, and outsiders whe came,
like the Parsis, found a weleome and a place in the so-
cial order. With the c¢oming ol the Moslems the
equilibrium was disturbed but India sought to restore
it, and largely succeeded. Unhappily for wus, before
we ecould adjust our differences, the political structure
broke down, the British came and we lell.

Great as was the success of India in evolving a
stable socicty she failed in a vital particular, and
because she failed in this, she fell and remains
fallen. No solution was found for the problem
of equality.  India deliberately ignored this and
built up her social strueture on inequality, and we
have the tragic consequences of this policy in the
millions of our people who {ill yesterday were
suppressed and had little opportunity for growth.

When Europe fought her wars of religion and
Christians massacred ecach other in the name of their
Saviour, India was tolerant, although alas ! there is
little of this toleration today. Having atfained some
measure of religious liberty, Europe sought aiter
political liberty and political and legal equality.
Having attained these also she finds that they mean
very little without economie liberty and equality.
And so tcday polities have ceased to have much
meaning and the most vital question is that of social
and economic equality. ,

India also will have to find a solution to this
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problem and until she does so her political and social
structure cannot have stability. That solution need
not necessarily follow the example of any other
country. It must, if it has to endure, be based on the
genius of her people and be an outecome of her thought
and culture. And when it is found, the unhappy
differences between various communities, which
trouble us today and kcep back our freedom, will
automatically disappear.

Indeed the rcal differences have already largely
gone, but fear of each other and distrust and suspicion
remain and sow seeds of diseord. The problem before us
is not one of removing differences. They can well
remain side by side and enrich our many-sided culturec.
The problem is how to remove fear ‘and suspicion,
and, being intangible, they are hard to get at. An
carnest attempt was made to do so last year by the
All Parties Committee and mueh progress was made
towards the goal. But we must admit with sorrow
that success has not wholly erowned its efforts. Many
of 'our Muslim and Sikh friends have strenuously
opposed the solutions suggested and passions have
becn roused over mathematieal figures and percentages.
Logic and cold reason are pceor weapons to fight fear
and distrust. Only faith and generosity can overcome
them. 1 can only hope that the leaders of various
communitics will have this faith and generosity in
ample measure. What shall we gain for oursclves
or for our community if all of us are slaves in a slave
country? And what ean we lose if once we remove the
shackles from India and can breathe the air of freedom
again? Do we want outsiders, who are not of us and
who have kept us in bondage, to be the protectors of
our little rights and privileges, when they deny us
the very right to freedom? No majority can crush a
determined minority, and no minority can be sufficient-
ly protected by a little addition to its seats in a
legislature. Let us remember that in the world today,
almost everywhere, a very small minority holds wealth
and power and dominates over. the great majority.

"I have no love for bigotry and dogmatism in
religion and I am glad that they are weakening. Nor
do I love communalism in any shape or form. I find it
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difficult to appreciate why political or economic rights
should depend on the membership of a religious group
or community. I can fully understand the right to
freedom in religion and the right to one’s culture,
and in India specially, which has always acknowledged
and granted these rights, it should be no difficult
matter to engure their continuance. We have only to
find out some way whereby we may root out the fear
and distrust that darken our horizon today. The
politics of a subject race are largely based on fear and
hatred and we have been too long under subjection
to get rid of them easily.

I was born a Hindu, but I do not know how far I
am justified in calling mysell one or in speaking on
behalf of Hindus. But birth still counts in this
country and by right of birth I shall veniure to
submit to the leaders of the Hindus that it should be
their privilege to take the lead in generosity.
Generosity is not only good morals, but is often good
politics and sound expediency. And it is inconceiv-
able to me that in a free India the Hindus can ever be
powerless. So far as I am concerned I would gladly
ask my Muslim and Sikh friends to take what they
will without protest or argument from me. I know
that the time is coming soon when these labels and
appellations will have little meaning and when our
struggles will be on an economic basis. Meanwhile it
matters little what our mutual arrangements are,
provided only that we do build up barriers which will
come in the way of future progress.

The time has indeed already come when the All-
Parties Report has to be put aside and we march
forward unfettered to our goal. You will remember
the resolution of the last Congress which fixed a year
of grace for the adoption of the All Parties scheme.
That year is nearly over and the natural issue of that
decision is for this Congress to declare in favour of
independence and devise sanctions to achieve it.

“ That year has not brought Dominion Status or
the All Parties Constitution. It has brought instead
suffering and greater respression of our national and
labour movement, and how many of our comrades are
to-day forecibly kept away from us by the alien power!
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How many of them suffer exile in foreign countries
and are refused facilities to return to their mother-
land! The army of occupation holds our country in
its iron grip and the whip of the master is ever ready
to come down on the best of us who dare to raise their
heads. The answer to the Calcutta resolution has
been clear and definite. »

Recently there has been a seeming offer of peace.
The Viceroy has stated on behalf of the British
Government that the leaders of Indian opinion will be
invited to confer with the (fovernment on the subject
of India’s fututre constitution. The Vieeroy meant
well and his language was the lagnuage of peace. But
even a Viceroy’s good will and courteous phrases are
poor substitutes for the hard tacts that confront us.
We have sufficient experience of the devious ways of
British diplomacy to beware of it. The uffer that
the British Government made was vague and there was
no, commitment or promise of performance. Only by
the greatest stretch of imagination could it be inter-
preted as a possible response to the Caleutta resolution.
Many leaders of various political parties met together
soon after and considered it. They gave it the most
favourable interpretation for they desired peace and
were willing to go half-way to meet it. But in courteous
language they made it clear what the vital conditions
for its acceptance were. Many ol us who believed in
independence and were convinced that the offer was
only a device to lead us astray and create division in
our ranks, sulfered bitter anguish and were torn
with doubt. Were weo  justificd in precipitating a
terrible national st-uggle with all its inevitable
consequences of suffering for many when there was
even an outside chance of honourable peace? With
much searching of heart we signed that manifesto and
I know not today if we did right or wrong. Later
came the explanations and amplifications in the
British Parliament and elsewhere and all doubt, if
doubt there was, was removed as to the true significance
of the offer. Even so your Working Committee
chose to keep open the door of negotiation and leflt it
to this Congress to take the final decision.

During the last few days there has been another
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discussion of this subject in the British House of
Commons and the Secretary of State for India has
endeavoured to point out that successive Governments
have tried to prove, not only by words but by deeds
also, the sincerity of their faith in regard to India.
We must recognise Mr. Wedgwood Benn’s desire to
do something for India and his anxiety to sceure the
good-will of <he Indian people. But his specch and
the other speeches made in Parliament carry us no
further. “ Dominion Status in action,”” to which he
has drawn attention has been a snare for us and has
certainly not reduced the exploitation of India. The
burdens on the Indian masses are even greater
to-day because of this “ Dominion Status in action ”’
and the so-called constitutional reforms of ten years
ago. High Commissioners in London, and representa-
tives on the League of Nations, and the purchase of
stores, and Indian Governors and high officials are no
parts of our demand. We want to put an end to the
exploitation of India’s poor and to get the reality of
power and not merely the livery ol office.

Mr. Wedgwood Benn has given us a record of the
achievements of the past decade. He could have added
to it by referring to Martial Law in the Punjab and
the Jallianwala Bagh shooting and the repression and
exploitation that have gone on continually during this
period of “ Dominion Status in action.”” Ile has given
us some insight into what more of Dominion Status
may mean {or us. It will mean the shadow of authority
to a handful of Indians aud more repression and
exploitation of the masses.

What will this Congress do? The conditions for
co-operation remain unfulfilled. Can we co-operate so
long as there is no guarantee that real freedom will
come to us? Can we co-operate when our comrades lie
in prison and repression continues? Can we co-operate
until we are assured that real peace is sought after
and not merely a tactical advantage over us? Peace
cannot come at the point of the bayonet, and if we are
to continue to be dominated over by an alien people,
let us at least be no consenting parties to it.

If the Calcutta resolution holds, we have but one goal
to-day, that of independence. Independence is not a
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happy word in the world today for it means ex-
clusiveness and isolation. Civilisation has had enough
of narrow nationalism and gropes towards a wider
co-operation and inter-dependence. And if we use the
word independence we do so in no sense hostile to the
larger ideal. Independence for us means complete
freedom from British domination and British
imperialism. Having attained our freedom I have no
doubt that India will welecome all attempts at world
co-operation and federation, and will even agree to give
up part of her own independence to a larger group
of which she is an equal member.

The British Empire to-day is not such a group and
cannot Dbe, co long as it dominates over millions of
people and holds large areas of the world’s surface
despite the will of their inhabitants. It cannot be a
true commonwealth so long as imperialism is its basis
and the exploitation of other races its chicf means of
sustenance. The Dritish  Fmpire today is indeed
gradually undergoing a process of political dissolution.
It'is in a state of unstable cquilibrium. The Union of
South Afrieca is not a vervy happv member of the
family, nor is the lrich Free State a willing one.
Kgeypt drifts away. India could never be an equal
member of the Commonwealth unless imperialism and all
it implies is discarded. So long as this is not done,
India’s position in the FKmpire must be one of sub-
servience and her exploitation will continue. The
embracc of the British Kmpire is a dangerous thing.
It cannot be the life-giving embrace of affection freely
given and returned. And il it is not that, it will be,
what it has been in the past, the embrace of death.

There is talk of world peace and paets have been
signed by the nations of the world. DBut despite ipacts
armaments grow and beautiful language is the only
homage that is paid to the goddess of peace. Peace can
only come when the causes of war are removed. So
long as there 1s the domination ol one country over
another or the exploitation of one class by another
there will always be attempts to subvert the existing
order and no stable equilibrium can endure. Out of
imperialism and capitalism peace can never come.
And it is because the British Empire stands for these
and bases itself on the exploitation of the masses that
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we can find no willing place in it. No gain that may
come to us is worth anything unless it helps in removing
the grievous burdens on our masses. The weight of a
great empire is heavy to carry and long our people
have endured it. Their backs are bent and down and
their spirit has almost broken. How will they share in
the commonwealth partnership if the burden of ex-
ploitation eontinues? Many of the problems we have
to face are ‘the problems of vested interésts, mostly.
created or encouraged by the British Government.
The interests of rulers of Indian States, of British
officials and British capital and Indian capital and of
the owners of big zentindaris are ever thrust before us,
and they clamour for protection. The unhappy millions
who really need protection are almost voiceless and
have few advocates. So long as the British Empire
continues in India, in whatever shape it may do so, it
will strengthen these vested interests and create more.
And each one of them will be a fresh obstacle in our
way. Of necessity the government has to rely on
oppression and the symbol of its rule is the secret
service with its despicable and contemptible train of
agents provocateurs, informers and approvers.

We have had much controversy about independence
and Dominion Status and we have quarrelled about
words. But the real thing is the conquest of power by
whatever name it may be called. 1 do not think that
any form of dominion status applicable to India will
give us real power. A test of this power would be the
entire withdrawal of the alien army of oceupation and
economic control. Let us therefore, concentrate on
these and the rest will follow easily.

We stand, therefore, today for the fullest
freedom of India. This Congress has not
acknowledged and will not acknowledge the
right of the British Parliament to dictate to us in any
way. To it we make no appeal. But we do appeal to
the parliament and conscience of the world, and to
them we shall declare, I hope, that India submits no
longer to any foreign domination. Today or tomorrow
we may not be strong enough to assert our will. We
are very conscious of our weakness and 1 :ere is mno
boasting in us or pride of strength. But .et no one,
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least of all England, mistake or underrate the meaning
or strength of our resolve. Solemnly, with full know-
ledge of consequences, I hope, we shall take it and there
will be no turning back. A great nation cannot be
thwarted for long when once its mind is clear and
resolved. If today we fail and tomorrow brings no
success, the day after will follow and bring achievement.

We are weary of strife and hunger for peace and
opportunity to work constructively for “ur country.
Do we enjoy the breaking up of our homes and the
sight of our brave young men going to prison or facing
the halter 2 Does the worker like going on strike to
lose even his miserable pittance and to starve ? He
does so0 by sheer compulsion when there is no other way
for him. And we, who take this perilous path of
national strite, do 20 because there is no other way to
an honourable peace. But we long for peace, and
the hand of fellowship will always be stretched out to
all who may care to grasp it. But behind the hand will
be a body which will not bend to injustice and a mind
that will not surrender on any vital point.

With the struggle before us the time for determin-
ing our future constitution is not yet. For two years
or more we have drawn up constitutions and finally the
All Parties Committee put a crown to these efforts by
drawing up a scheme of its own which the Congress
adopted for a year. The labour that went to the
making of this scheme was not wasted and India has
profited by it. But the year is past and we have to face
new circumstances which require action rather than
constitution making. Yet we cannot ignore the problems
that beset us and that will make or mar our struggle
and our future constitution. We have to aim at social
adjustment and equilibrium and to overeome the forces
of disruption that have been the bane of India.

I must frankly confess that I am a socialist and a
republican and am no believer in kings and princes, or
in the order which produces the modern kings of
industry, who have greater power over the lives and
fortunes of men than even the kings of old, and whose
mothods are as predatory as those of the old feudal
aristoeracy. I recognise, however, that it may not be
possible for a body constituted as is this National
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Congress and in the present ericumstances of the coun-
try, to adopt a full socialistic programme. But we must
realise that the philosophy of socialism has gradually
permeated the entire structure of society the world
over and almost the only points in dispute are the pace
and the methods of advance to its full realisation.
India will have to go that way too if she seeks to end
her poverty dnd inequality, though she may evolve her
own methods and may adapt the ideal to the genius of
her race.

We have three major problems—the minorities,
the Indian States, and labour and peasantry. [ have
dealt already with the question of minorities. I shall
only repeat that we must give the fullest assurance by
our words and our deeds that their culturc and tradi-
tions will be safe.

The Indian States, even for India, are the most
curious relics of a bygone age. Many of their rulers
apparently still believe in the divine right of kings—
puppet kings though they be—and consider the State
and all it contains to be their personal property, which
they can squander at will. A few of them have a sense
of responsibility and have endeavoured to serve their
people, but many of them have hardly any redeeming
feature. It is perhaps unjust to blame them for they
are but the produeis)¥ a vicious system and it is the
system that will ultiftely have to go. One of the
rulers has told us frapkly that even, in case of war
between India and England he will stand for England
and fight against his mother country. That is the
measure of his patriotism. Itis not surprising then
that they eclaim, and their claim finds acceptance with
the British Government, that they alone can represent
their subjects at any Conference and no one even of
their subjects may have any say. The Indian States
cannot live apart from the rest of India and their
rulers must, unless they accept their inevitable limita-
tions, go the way of others who thought like them.
'"And the only people who have a right to determine the
future of the States must be the people of these States,
including the rulers. This Congress which claims
self-determination cannot deny it to the people of the
States. Meanwhile the Congress is perfectly willing to
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confer with such rulers as are prepared to do so and
to devise means whereby the transition may not be too
sudden. But in no event can the people of the States
be ignored.

Our third major problem is the biggest of all. For
India means the peasantry and labour and to the
extent that we raise them and satisfy their wants will
we succeed in our task. And the mesasure of the.
strength of our national movement will. be the measure
of their adherence to it. We can only gain them to
our side by our espousing their cause which is really
the country’s cause. The Congress has often expressed
its good will towards them but beyond that it has not
gone. The Congress, it is said, must hold the balance
fairly between capital and labour and zamindar and
tenant. But the balance has been and is terribly
weighted on one side and to maintain the status quo
is to maintain injustice and exploitation. The only
way to right it is to do away with the domination of
any, one class over another. The All India Congress
Committee accepted this ideal of social and economic
change in a resolution it passed some months ago in
Bombay. I hope the Congress will also set its seal on
it and will further draw up a programme of such
changes as can be immediately put in operation.

In this programme perhaps the Congress as a
whole cannot go very far today. But'it must keep the
ultimate ideal in view and work for'it. The question is
not one merely of wages and charity doled out by an
employer or landlord. Paternalism in industry or in
the land is but a form of charity with all its sting and
its utter incapacity to root out the evil. The new theory
of trusteeship, which some advocate, is equally barren.
For trusteeship means that the power for good or evil
remains with the self-appointed trustee and he may
exercise it as he will. The sole trusteeship that can be
fair is the trusteeship of the nation and not of one
individual or a group. Many KEnglishmen honestly
consider themselves the trustees for India, and yet to
what a condition they have redueed our country !

We have to decide for whose benefit industry must
be run and the land produce food.  Today the abund-
ance that the land produces is not for the peasant or the



34

labourer who works on it; and industry’s chiel function
is'supposed to be to produce millionaires. However golden
the harvest and heavy the dividends, the mud huts and
hovels and nakedness of our people testily to the glory
of the British Empire and of our present social system.

Our economic programme must therefore be based
on a human outlook and must not saerifice man to
money. If an industry eannot be run without starving
its workers then the industry must close down. If the
workers on the land have not enough to eat then the
intermediaries who deprive them cf their full share
must go. The least that every worker in field or
factory is entitled to is a minimum wage which will
enable him to live in moderate comfort, and human
hours of labour which do not break his strength and
spirit. The All Parties Committee accepted the prin-
ciple and included it in their recommendations. I hope
the Congress will also do so and will in addition be
prepared to accept its natural consequences. FKurther,
that it will adopt the well-known demands of labour.for
a better life, and will give every assistance to it to
organise itself and prepare itself for the day when it
can control industry on a co-operative b:sis.

But industrial labour is only a small part of India
although it is rapidly becoming a force that cannot be
ignored. It is the peasantry that ecry loudly and
piteously for relief and our progrymme must deal with
their present condition. Real relief can only come by
a great change in the land laws and the basis of the
present system of land tenur:. We have among us
many big landowners and we welcome them. But they
must realise that the ownership of large estates by
individuals, which is the outcome of a State resembling
the old feudalism of Kurope, isa rapidly disappearing
phenomenon all over the world. Even in countries
which are the strongholds of capitalism the large
estates are being split up and given to the peasantry
who work on them. In India also we have large areas
where the system of peasant proprietorship prevails
and we shall have to extend this all over the country.
I hope that in doing so we may have the co-operation
of some at least of the big landowners.

~ Ttis not possible for this Congress at its annual
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session to draw up any detailed economic programme.
It can only lay down some general principles and call
upon the All India Congress Committee to fill in the
details in co-operation with the representatives of the
Trade Union Congress and other organisations which
are vitally interested in this matter. Indeed I hope
that the co-operation between this Congress and the
Trade Union Congress will grow and the fwo organi-
sations will fight side by side in future struggles.

All these are pious hopes till we gain power, and
the real problem therefore before us is the conquest of
power. We shall not do so by subtle reasoning or
argument or lawyers’ quibbles, but by the forging of
sanctions to enforce the nation’s will. To that end
this Congress must address itself.

The past year has been one of preparation for us
and we have made every effort to reorgaaise and
strengthen the Congress organisation. The results
have been considerable and our organisation is in a
better state today than at any time since the reaction
which {ollowed the non-co-operation movement. But
our weaknesses arc many and are apparent enough.
Mutual strife, even within Congress Committees, is
unhappily too common and election squabbles drain
all our strength and energy. How can we fight a great
fight if we cannot get over this ancient weakness cf
ours and rise above our petty selves ? T earnestly
hope that with a strong programme of action before
the country our perspective will improve and we will
not tolerate this barren and demoralising strife.

What can this programme be ? Our choice is
limited, not by our own constitution, which we can
change at our will, but by faets and circumstances.
Article one of our constitution lays down that our
methods must be legitimate and peaceful. Legitimate
I hope they will always be for we must not sully
the great cause for which we stand by any deed that
will bring dishonour to it and that we may ourselves
regret later. Peaceful I should like them to be for the
methods of peace are more desirable and more endur-
.ng than those of violence. Violence too often brings
eaction and demoralisation in its train, and in our
country specially it may leal to disruption. It is per-
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fectly true that organised violence rules the world
today and it may be that. we could profit by its use.
But we have not the material or the training for
organised violence and individual or sporadie violence
is a confession of despair. The great majority of us, I
take it, judge the issue not on moral but on practical
grounds, and if we reject the way of violence it is
because it 'promises no substantial results. But if
this Congress or the nation at any future time comes
to the conclusion that methods of violence will rid us of
slavery then I have no doubt that it will adopt them.
Violence is bad but slavery is far worse. Let us also
remember that the great apostle of non-violence has
himself told us that it is better to fight than to refuse
to fight out of cowardice.

Any great movement for liberation today must
necessarily be a mass movement and mass movements
must essentially be peaceful, except in times of organis-
ed revolt. Whether we have the non-co-operation of a
decade ago or the modern industrial weapon of the
general strike the basis is peacelul organisation and
peaceful action. And if the principal movement is a
peacclul one contemporaneous attempts at sporadie
violence can only distract attention and weaken it. It
is not possible to carry on at one and the same time
the two movements side by side. We have ta choose
and strictly to abide by our choice. What the choice
of this Congress is likely to be [ have no doubt. It
can only choose a peaceful mass movement.

Should we repeat the programme and tactics of
the non-co-operation movement? Not necessarily, but
the basic idea must remain. Programmes and tactics
must be made to fit in with ecircumstances and it is
neither easy nor desirable for this Congress at this
stage to determine them in detail. That should be the
work of its executive, the All India Congress Com-
mittee. But the prineiples have to be fixed.

Th> old programme was one of the three boycotts—
councils, law courts and schools—leading up to refusal
of service in the army and non-payment of taxes.
‘When the national strugele is at its height I fail to see
how it will be possible for any person engaged in it to
continue in the courts or the schools. But still I think
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that it will be unwise to declare a boycott of the
courts and schools at this stage.

The boycott of the legislative councils has led to
much heated debate in the past and this Congress itself
has been rent in twain over it. We need not revive
that controversy for the circumsiances today are
euntirely different. I feel that the step the Congress
took some years ago to permit Congressmen to enter
the councils was an inevitable step and I am not pre-
pared to say that some good has not resulted from it.
But we have exhausted that good and there is no
middle course left today between boycott and non-co-
operation. All ol wus know the demoralisation that
these sham legislatures have brought in our ranks, and
how many ol our good men their committees and com-
missions lure away. Our workers are limited in
number, and we can have no mass movement unless
they concentrate on it and turn their backs on the
palatial council-chambers of our legislatures. And if
we declare for independence, how can we cnter the
couneils and carry on our humdrum and profitless activi-
ties there ¢ No programme or policy can be laid down
for ever, nor can this Congress bind the country or
even itsell to pursue one line of action indefinitely.
But today I would respectfully urge the Congress that
the only policy in regard to the councils is a complete
boyecott of them. The All India Congress Committee
recommended this course in July last, and the time has
come to give effect to it.

Our programme must, therefore, be one of political
and enconomic boycott. It is not possible for us, so
long as we are actually independent, and even then
completely, to boycott another country wholly or to
sever all conneection with it. Bat our endeavour must be
to reduce all points of contact with the British Government
and to rely on ourselves. We must also make it clear
that India will not accepi responsibility for all the debts
that Kngland has piled on her. The Gaya Congress
repudiated liability to pay these debts and we must
repeat this repudiation and stand by it. Such of India’s
public debt as has been used for purposes beneficial to
India we are prepared to admit and pay back. But we
wholly deny all liability to pay back the vast sums
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which have been raised so that India may be held in
subjection and her burdens may be inercased. In
particular, the poverty-stricken people of India cannot
agree to shoulder the burden of the wars fought by
England to extend her domain or consolidate her posi-
tion in India. Nor can they accept the many coneces-
sions lavishly bestowed, without even proper compensa-
tion, on foreign exploiters.

This boyeott will only be a means to an end. It
will release energy and divert attention to the real
struggle which must take the shape of non-payment of
taxes and, where possible, with the co-operation of the
labour movement, gencral strikes. But non-payment of
taxes must be well organised in specific areas, and for
this purpose the Congress should authorise the All
India Congress Committee to take mnecessary action
whenever it considers desirable.

I have not so far referred to the constructive
programme of the Congress. This should certajnly
continue but the experience of the last few years shows
us that by itself it does not carry us swiftly encugh.
It prepares the ground [or fulure action and ten years?’
silent work is bearing fruit to-day. In particular we
shall, I hope, continue our boycott of foreign cloth and
the boycott of British goods.

I have not referred so far to the Indians overseas
and I do not propose to say much about them. This is
not from any want of fellow fecling with our brethren
in East Africa or South Africa or Iiji or elsewhere,
who are bravely struggling against great odds. But
their fate will be decided in the plains of India and the
struggle we are launching into is as much for them as
for ourselves.

For th's struggle we want efficient machinery. Our
Congress constitution and organisation have beceme ton
archaic and slow moving and are ill suited to times of
crises. The times of great demonstrations are past.
We want quiet and irresistible action now and this can
only be brought about by the strictest discipline in our
ranks. Our resolutions must be passed in order to be
acted-upon. The Congress will gain in strength how-
.ever small its actual membership may heccme 1f il ccts
In a disciplined way. Small determined minorities
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have changed the fate of nations. Mcbs and erowds
can do little. Freedom itsell involves restraint and
discipline and each one of us will have to subordinate
himself to the larger good.

The Congress represents no small minority in the
country, and though many may be too weak to join it or
to work for it they look to il with hope and lenging to
bring them deliverance. KEver since the Caleutta reso-
lIution the country has waited with anxious  expectations
for this great day when this Congress meets. None ol us
can say what and when we can achicve. We cannot
command success.  But suceess olten comes to those
who dare and act ; it seldom goes to the timid who are
ever afraid of the consequences. We play for high
stakes ; and il we seck to achieve great things it can
only be through great dangers. Whether we sueceed
soon or late, none but ourselves ean stop us from high
endeavour and from writing a uoble page in our
country’s long and splendid history. )

We have conspiracy cases going onin various parts
of the country. They are cver with us. But the time
has gone [or secret conspiracy. We have now an open
conspiracy to free this country from foreign rule
and you, comrades, and all our countrymen and coun-
trywomen are invited to join it. But the rewards that
are in store for you are suffering and prison and, it
may be, death. But you shall also have the satislaction
that you have done your little bit for India, the ancient,
but ever young, and have helped a little in the libera-
tion of humanity from its present bondage.

Vande-Mataram!
*

The President then put the following resolutions
from the Chair :—

1. This Congress expresses its appreciation of the
supreme self-sacrifice ol Jatindra Nath Das and
Phongyi U. Wizaya and offers its condolence to their
families and is further of opinion that the foreign
Government in India is responsible for their self-
immolation.

The resolution was carried, all standing.

2. The Congress expresses its sorrow at the deaths
of Pandit Gokaran Nath Misra, ex-(ieneral Secretary of
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the All-India Congress Commiitee and Prof. S. M.
Paranjpe and Messrs. M. Bhaktavatsalu Naidu, Rohini
Kanta Hatibarna, B. K. Lahori and Byomkesh Chakra-
varti.
The resolution was carried, the audience standing.
The Congress then adjourned till 1 p.m., Tuesday
the 31st Decgmber 1929.

Proceedings of the Congress Session on December 31, 19209.
The Congress resumed its sitting at 1 p.m. on
Tuesday the 3lst December 1929. Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehra (the President) in the Chair.
After the singing of national songs by lady
Volunteers and others, Dr. Ansari read out messages
to the Congress from outside.
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MESSAGES TO LAHORE CONGRESS.
From Shapurji Saklatwala, London:— '

St. Albans Villa,
Highgate Road,
London, N.W. 3.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

IFor the last seven years I was under compulsory
necessity of having to send you my message from a
distant exile. Since September of this year I had
consented to come out to you as an official humble
delegate of the Provincial Congress branch now
firmly established in London. I was hoping not only to
come out to give my political and social service to your
Congress for a week or so, but I was coming out to
serve the Congress as well as the toiling and suffering
masses of India, for a prolonged period of some months.
At this critical juncture of the strugele, which though
it may appear to you to be a localised struggle, is all
the same a world struggle affecting the worker and
peasant class all over the world, it becomes the plain
puty of every loyal Indian to stand by the workers and
deasants of his country and to work for them as far as
possible.

A tyrant’s hand still holds me in exile away from
the country of my birth and the people of my
nationality. T know from actual experience that the
Indian hand of self-interest and vested privileges is in
support of my foreign gaoler, which to me conveys
one more practical lesson in support of my great con-
viction of class-interest being predominant over any
National solidarity.

[ am thus eompelled to send once again my mes-
sage to my hrothers and sisters in India and I trust
that it will be given wide publicity without any undue
advantace being taken of my enforced absence. I
have first to caution my countrymen against a ground-
less excuse that my long residence in Great Britain
has forfeited my Indian nationality. The whole thing
is legally impossible. There are many Indian families
living out of India for considerably long periods, and
therefore requiring no home or having no address for
that time, in India. There are still more numerous
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British families living in India under similar circum-
stances and having for the time being no home in
Britain. There is no legal basis whatever for na-
turalisation or denaturalisation as between Great
Britain and India, and the question of residence does
not fix anyv legal question of nationality.

Before the War, there were no passports or any
kind of restriction on travelling or residential facilities
between India and Great Britain, and therefore, when
leaving India on three occasions before the War, I had
no passport of Indian origin.

In 1916 1 had necessity to travel to I'rance when
I was only given a temporary diplomatic letter appli-
cable to that one trip, but no regular passport was
granted to me. In 1923 [ had to travel to Denmark
and Russia purely in connection with my political
work. The Government were unwilling to grant me my
right and were determined to play a dishonest part
even to destroy such a right. In order to cause an
unwarrantable delay and even obstruction in my
right to travel to Russia, the passport Departmeént
cunningly suggested to me to fill up au Indian form
and to obtain some Indian magistrate to support my
application. This would be as absurd and ridiculous
as if a long-time British resident in India was asked at
the last moment to have his passport anplication
signed by persons of certain required qualifica-
tions but residing in Great Britain only. [ naturally
resented such trickery played against me and such
degradation sought to be imposed upon me. I pointed
out that I was a British subject residing for a long
time in Great Britain and consequently had no address
in India since 1906 except for one year, 1912-13, when [
had resided with my father in Bombay. Further [ had
to point out that my mother had died in New York and
my father had for some time resided and then died in
Maunchester and [ had no parents’ address in India at
the time of applying for my passport.

These were statements of facts which did not in
any way constitute a forfeiture of one’s legal nationality
between India and Great Britain. Such ridiculous
questions about parents’ address in the homeland and
other parts would not be put to British ecitizens resid-



43

ing in India. There is no need for any persons to have
Indian residential addresses in case one has got to
reside abroad with one’s family for a short or long
time. Indians, residing in Great Britain, who arrived
here before the War, and have been residing here, are
all given British passports [rom here for travelling to
Europe or other parts of the Empire. The Govern-
Jnent did issue a passport to me, but put down on it the
uncalled-for and illegal remark that at the time of issu-
ing of passport I had no home in India and my father
had died in Great Britain.

It is a preposterous and dishonest excuse mainly
spread by the Cabinet Ministers in Great Britain that
on this question of residence [ had forfcited my legal
and natural nationality. Ivery British Indian resid-
ing in Great Britain and possessing no Indian passport
is fully entitled to the issue of a British passport just
as every British-born citizen residing in India is
issued an Indian passport. To forfeit and exchange
nalionalities as between India and Great Britain, by
any cesidential qualification is a legal impcessibility and
even the ordinary laws of nationality do not operate
between these two countries.

The purpose of stopping me really is my well-
known exposure of the myth known as the Common-
wealth of British nations and my intimate knowledge of
the moral corruption and unprincipled tacties of the
British Labour Party and especially of those of them
who have been for years trying to fool the Indian
people and have found themselves frustrated in their
plans whenever I had the opportunity of exposing the
truth.

Foreign rule in any other country has never been
the rule of the foreigner as obtains in his own country.
In the days of the ancient Roman, (irecian and Persian
Empires, the rule in the conquered lands was opposite
in spirit and practice to the principle observed in
the homeland. Similarly today in modern history, the
-rule of America, Japan, Britain, France, Ttaly, ete. in
their colonial empires is entirely different from the
rule in their own country.

Is there anything DBritish at all in the foreign
administration in India, which is nothing but naked
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foreign tyranny and inhuman exploitation ? Where is
the British basis in India in “No taxation without
representation’” and “No imprisonment without trial
by jury?’’, of “Universal Adult Franchise’’, of “Mass
Education”’, of “Complete and Supreme Sovereignty
of the people over the rights of the Crown’’? There is
nothing, nothing British in the daily administration of
the country and especially ol the treatment of the
workers and peasants in India even as far as British
standards of life apply in Britain allowing for class
oppression.

1he fundamental conditions, which alone create
the possibility of a genuine Dominion Status are not
existing between India and Great Britain, even if such
association was mnot objectionable in the ecconomie
structure of a nation’s life. The racial, social and
temperamental fabric of the two nations are not only
different but in the present capitalist aspect of life
they are irreconcilable. The legal, moral and political
development have no common traditional base. The
econonic interests even of the bourgeois classes of ‘the
two countries, are hostile and conflicting at every turn,
though both have a common class interest in exploiting
the masses.

Therefore when a British ruler speaks of
Dominion Status for India, he has in his mind a cruel,
drastic and unnatural process of breaking and dis-
ciplining the Indian mentality and spirit into what he
wants them to he as a process of political fitness.
This is proved up to the hilt by the history of the last
12 years lord [rwin asserts and seems to satisfy
Brother Gandhi that his assertion is sincere that from
1917 and with the New Act of 1919, the British rulers
have put theniselves on the road of making Indians fit
for a place inside a foreign Empire on Dominion
Status basis. This is undoubtedly so and General Dyer
himself confessed to the cruelty which the British
officers had to practise to perform this task. British
rulers have got to become brutal in order to fit Indians
for a place within the Empire. They started out with
the massacre of Jallianwala Bagh, proceeded with the
slaughter of Moplahs, and kept on shooting and taking.
human lives in every industrial dispute among railway
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workers, miners, cotton factory workers, and jute
factory workers or iron and steel workers, under eir-
cumstances in which not a single life would be taken,
in Great Britain. Not hundreds but thousands of
political workers, and especially those who work for
the real benefit of workers and peasants on the class
basis, have been put into prison after trials which
would be considered scandalous in (Great Britain
and would produce an open mass rebellion. The British
Viceroys set aside the findings of the Indian Legis-
lature and enact laws upon a basis of personal rule on
which basis any King in Great Britain would have lost
his throne. These are approaches of British rulers
towards an unnatural Dominion Status for Indians and
these methods must continue.

Some of you believe from your limited selfish
class outlook that in time these crude methods would
pass away, but little do you realise the tremendous
upheavals that are taking place all over the world in
the other class, which is the majority class, namely the
workers and peasants. The trials at Cawnpore, Lahore,
and now the atrocious farce conducted at Meerut, are
indications ol the desperate nceds of the British ex-
ploiter to suppress the masses in India and other
colonies. 300 Arabs had to be slaughtered in Palestine
and Negvces in Africa had to be subdoed by thebayonet
and gasoombs. The masses in Great Britain and
workers all over Kurope are showing signs of getting
away [rcm the control of their corrupt Trade Union
and Labour Party leaders. The British rulers, includ-
ing, of course, the Labour Party Ministers themselves,
are in desperate need of defeating their own masses by
the most cruel exploitation and suppression of workers
in India and in the colonies. In that programme they
count upon the blind support of the selfish Indian
leaders in the class of vested interests who are now
invited to go to a Round Table Conference. The pur-
pose of the Round Table Conference is to build up a
new alliance belween British and Indian leaders both
bent upon building up power for themselves upon the
‘empty stomachs of the enslavedand on the death-roll of
the masses. It is no use hiding the fact that this vile
exploitation and oppression of workers and peasants
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produced in India 40 lakhs more deaths, especially
of infants, than what is justifiable even in a tropical
and insanitary country like India. This is what Gtandhi
and others unfortunately accept as a non-viclent and
constitutional evolution by which Indians are going to
become British beurgeoisie in their hearts, and the
British rulers are going to become Indians in their
outlook.

The whole thing is not only preposterous but cruel
beyond words, and I do appeal to all my countrymen
and country-women, inside and outside the Congress,
to drop this new programme of enslaving the masses
and to let the masses themselves go forward with the
task of gaining national and bonafide Independence.

Just one last word to my fellow-delegates in the
Congress. Like three blind mice, Gandhi, Nchru and
Sapru, go out with big search-lights to discover
a change of heart in that class whose sole function and
task in this world is to rule people by ruthless suppres-
sion in all parts of the world.

They are looking for a change of heart in world-
renowned, rank hypoerites, like Macdonald and Baldwin,
like Lansbury and Maxton, or Wedgwood Benn and
Lord Reading, people who change their polities and
principles, not every year but every day of their lives,
to suit their own convenience. Tlicy can put on any
change of heart .or appearauc., as an artist upon a
stage, whereas you, Congress Iriends, you want to
remain blind to the real change of heart and hand that
has taken place and is taking place continuously, among
the workers and ycuths and peasants of India. It is
there that you see the new man and woman with cour-
age in their hearts and an intelligent thought of in-
telligent emancipation in their hearls, which they never
had before. You desert them, you seek no Round Table
Conference with them, you find no way of co-operating
with them, and you even prepare to push them into the
background and to fight them by going in for the
Round Table Conference with the British Parliament,
who have wiped out life and liberty of millions and
millions of Asiatics and Africans, and who are hard-
faced enough to seek ways and means of bringing
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further starvation upon their own countr)men in the
working class.

I beg of you, I appeal to you, I ask you, to be wise
in your own interest and to show the supreme moral
courage and conscience and to do away with the politi-
cal bourgeois Parliamentarians and to construect a
new forece for our mother country on the-bed-rock of
the workers and peasants guided by the new spirit of
educated youth whenever it expresses itself in complete
harmony with the struggle of the masses.

That way lies victory, liberty and ultimate life
free from violence upon the workers and the peasants.
I am still ready to be with you and to serve you to
achieve such an object.

I remain,
Ever yours faithfully,
SHAPURJI SAKLATWALA.

Telegram [rom Shiva Prasad Gupta:—

+ Greetings to all co-workers [ request and wish
Congress develop Madras and Caleutta resolutions to
logical consequence remove all ambiguities 7 goal of
complete independence and formulate measures of
direct action to be adopted by different classes of
people immediately sueh as may exert influence on
lutlbh and international polities. Lahore delibera-
tions are being watehed with keenest interest by powers
great and small as well as oppresssed nationalities.
World expcets India to be brave and consistent in
word and deed and show solid results of the work done

by us sinee 1920.
SITIIVA PRASAD GUPTA.

From Indian Residents in Paris* :—

At a meeting of the Indian residents in Paris held
on 2nd January the following resolution was passed
unanimously: this meeting expresses its entire
sympathy with the decision of the Lahore Congress to
work energetically for the real independence of the
country and is of opinion that in view of the dilatory

" Messages received later during the week are also given here.
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policy of British Imperialism the ideal of complete
Swaraj is the only conception compatible with the
honour and dignity of the Indian people and the
justice of their cause.

S.R. RANA,

95 Rue Lafayette,
. PARIS,
Dated 2nd January 1930.

Cable from the Hindustani Kirti Party, Panama:—
We congratulating for independence and cere-
mony of hoisting National Flag.
Secretary,
Hindustani Kirti Party.

From  Hindustan Nationalist  Party, San Francisco,
California :—

Accept heartiest approval for declaration of in-
dependence.

From Hon. Roodal, Port of Spain:--

Trinidad Indians send fraternal greetings. Pledge
moral support struggle for complete independence.

From California Chapter Hindustan Association, America :—

This Association weleomes independence resolu-
tion. Pledges whole-hearted support.
From M. Mohammed Kifayatullah, Delhi:—

Hope Congress will become Indian National Con-
gress in true sense under your Presidentship and you
will leave no stone unturned to secure settlement of
minorities’ rights according to their own satisfaction
because it is basis of complete Independence for which
you are $0 anxious.

From the staff of *“ The Nation,” New York :—

The staff of the New York Nation voices its ardent
wish that the year 1930 may bring a great change and
improvement in the fortunes of the Indian people, and
find your ecountry on the high road to a settlement of
the fundamental questions involved in your relation-
ships with Great Britain. The latest developments in
England give us high hope that generosity and justice
and wisdom will yet control in London.

“
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For you personally, Mr. Gandhi, as great
admirers of yours and believers in your philosophy, we
send now especially warm wishes for the New
Year. We certainly hope that you will continue to
preach your doctrine ol non-violent resistance to evil
and that you will throw all your weight against any
effort on the part of your fellow-citizens of India to
resort to foree to accomplish their purposes. Along
that path, it seems to us, lies destruction.

From League Against lnperialism and for National Indepen-
dence, British Section, London :—

The British Section of the League against Imperi-
alism instruct me (Reginald Bridgman) to request
you to be so good as to econvey to the members of the
Indian National Congress attending the Annual meet-
ing at Lahore its sincere fraternal greeting, accom-
panied by the assurance of our fullest support in the
struggle ol the Indian people for complete national
independence. .

The members of the British section of the League
are sensible ol the special importanee with which this
year’s National Congress is invested, and [ am to
assure you that at this eritical juncture in India’s
national history, when dceisions will be taken not less
important to the British than to the Indian people, the
thoughts of the British supporters of Indian indepen-
dence will be with the Congress.

The British Section of the l.ecague against Imperi-
alism has neglected no opportunity of demanding' the
complete national independence of India. Foreign rule
is degrading both to the conquered and to the conquer-
ing race. It must be brought to an end, and the
er_ancipation of the Indian people is one of the chief
aims of the League against Imperialism, because India
is the prineipal colonial country in the world, and upon
her freedom depends the freedom of the other subject
peoples, and the peace of the world. It is to bring
about effective unity between the workers in the
colonial countries and the workers in Imperialistic
countries to combat the evils of imperialism  that the
League against Imperialism has been built up.



50

The struggle of the organised masses for free-
dom is to bring liberty to the conquered countries, and
it is regrettable that people in the upper strata of
society as at present constituted, frequently feel al-
armed at this struggle of the masses and short-sight-
edly rush into open or tacit alliance with the imperia-
listic ruiers in the hope of achieving a peaceful and
gradual solution ot the evils of imperialism.

In the growing struggle for the emancipation of
the workers, it becomes increasingly evident that
loyalty to the cause of anti-imperialism must super-
sede all personal loyalties.

The League against Imperialism is the objeet of
repeated attacks. Only a day or two ago the National
Executive Committee of the British Labour Party
arrived at the following conclusion:—

“That the League against Imperialism is an or-
ganisation ancillary or subsidiary to the
Communist Party and declares the League a
political organisation ineligible for affiliation
to the Labour Party.”’ )

The effects of this decision will be to render mem-
bers of the League against Imperialism ineligible as:—

(a) Delegates to the Labour Party or its Consti-
tuency organisation.

(#) Individual members of the Liabour Party.

(¢) Candidates for Parliament or Liocal Govern-
ment Authority.

It is moreover certain that the influence of the
British Government and of the British Trade Union
leaders will be used in India to induce the members of
the Indian National Congress to disaffiliate from the
League against Imperialism.

The British section of the League trusts that the
Congress will not allow itself to be deluded in this
matter and that it will adhere to the decision which
was taken at Madras two years ago to support the
League against Imperialism both morally and material-
ly, always remembering, however, that nominal affilia-
tion to the League against Imperialism is not sufficient.
Membership. of the League must mean a realisation of
the necessity to fight against Imperialism in all its
forms.
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We feel almost certain that the Congress will re-
affirm its belief in national independence as India’s
goal, but what is really essential is to fight those im-
mediate dangers which confroni India’s liberty in the
shape of the seductive invitation to a Round Table
Conflerence with your imperialist rulers to disecuss
fantastic schemes of a *“ Dominion Status?’’ form of
independence for India within the British Kmpire.

The real danger that lies ahead of the Congress
is the sentimental persuasion to preserve a unity with
imperialist organisations and reactionary individuals,
whereas the clear and logical duty of the Congress is
to put up an open and strenuous fight against them.

At this critical pe.-iod of international imperialist
rivalry and expansion, the British and the Indian
peoples must not consider themselves alone. Both the
Indians and the British have got to make it clear to
the Arabs, to the Kgyptians, to the peoples of China,
of Java and throughout the world that they are them-
selves sincere in the f[ight against imperialism. We
are gounting upon the Indian National Congress to hold
fast to its anti-imperialistic principles. We go even
further and express the hope that the Indian National
Congress will take steps, in co-operation with other
bodies in India affiliated to the League, for the estab-
lishment of a broadly based organisation of the League
against Imperialism with provincial and loeal scetions
and active mass support especially from working class
organisations, and that these sections will be encourag-
ed to take an active interest in all colonial problems.

This appears to us all the more necessary in-
asmuch as the British Colonial authorities are taking
steps for the suppression of communications from the
League against Imperialism in countries under British
control.

For example, the Ministry of the Interior of Traq,
under British instigation, has secretly instructed the
postal authorities in Iraq to destroy all communica-
tions from the League against Lmperialism, and the
order is still in force despite strong protests against
it on the part of the Iraq Nationalists.

Again in Uganda, the British Kditor of a local
newspaper has been threatened with prosecution by
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the Chiel Secretary of th: Protectorate Government
if he should publish the press service of the League
against Imperialism.

These instances bear indisputable testimony to the
importance and value of the work which the League is
attempting to do.

We wish success to the Indian National Congress.
We ardently desire the frecdom of the Indian people,
and we trust that the Indian National Congress will
adopt a firm attitude in so far as the proposals of the
British Government for Dominion Status are concern-
ed, and that it will refuse to enter into any negotia-
tions whatever with the GGovernment. To anti-imperia-
lists the aceepting of the prineiple of Dominion Status
implies the aceeptance of the Kmpire.

Furthermore, we rely upon the Congress to fullil
its elear duly to demand the immediate liberation of all
political prisoners now in Indian jails, including of
course the Meerut prisoners, who are all true fighters
in the cause of India’s independence.

From The Dutch Section of the League against Imperfwiém
and for National Independence, from Den Haag :

We have with great interest followed the impla-
cable struggle of the Indian nation for its national
independence. The recent events specially the reigning
terror in India by the British imperialist Government
have filled us with horror.

We admire the incessant maunner in which the
Indian Nationalists continue the struggle for indepen-
dence against their imperialist oppressors.

~We hope genuinely, that your struggle may result
in a brilliant success, 7. e., the independence of India.
We are hoping also that in the future you may develop
more revolutionary forece on behall of your aim, more
revolutionary power in order to struggle against all
reformist leaders within your own ranks. "

- We want to assure you our great sympathy and
solidarity with your struggle against the British oppre-
ssion, which iz at the same time a struggle againt
World Imperialism, for the sake of all oppressed
peoples and classes.

With revolutionary greetings.
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From the League for the Protection oy the Negro Race, Paris:

The International Secretariat of the ILeague
against Imperialism informs us that your Association
will hold its annual session this month. We regret our
inability to participate init. But we convey to you
our most fraternal sympathy and good wishes. We
follow the debates of your Congress with lively in-
terest, and we arc sure they mark a deeisive step
towards complete and unconditional independence. It
1s not only the great sympathy of the Negroes of
Kurope that this message conveys, it is above all the
effective solidarity of the humbled and martyred *black’
Africa, of the oppressed with India in the reualisation
of its national aspirations.

The recenl declarations of the Vieeroy of I[ndia,
the exploits of the Labour Government in Kgypt,
Palestine, Arabia, China, South Africa show in a pre-
emptory fashion what the oppressed can expect from
British Imperialism. India will achieve her emancipa-
tiofi whea it ¢a-ordinates all the anti-imperialist forees,
the courageous efforts ol all her sons against co-opera-
tion with their Knglish oppressors. Certainly in the
course ol your national upheaval you will be taxed
as communists, anarchists and disturbers of the
public order, ete. Do not hall or hesitale hecause of
this, do not waste your energy in polemies often
fratricidal. The fear in our days is that all movements
of liberty ainong enlynies are attributed to communism.
The imperialists are very shrewd. [t is necessary,
however, only to expose them and you will establish
your pasition  The autonomy of the Indian people and
British domination are irreconcilable compromises, are
intended only as anmstheties to your fighting power.

[n requesting you to convey our greetings to all
Congressmen, please accept our assurance ol the
deepest sympathy with oppressed India.

Long live the complete and nnconditional indepen-
dence of India.

From the League for the Defence of the Negro Race, Berlin:—

The German section of the International league
for the Defence of the Negro Race sends its
hearty and militant greetings to the Lahore Session of
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the Indian National Congress. We Negroes from all
parts of the African continent, who are organised in
the above-mentioned League have set before curselves
the task of freeing the Afriean race {rom the terrible
oppression and exploitation to which they have been
subjected at the hands of the Imperialist rulers of
Great Britain, France, Belgium, Italy, Portugal and
until recently Gervmany. The vevolts that are daily
taking place in South Alrica, Kast Africa, (Gambia,
Congo and other territories are but the prelude to
the coming united effort of the African race to put an
end once for all to Imperialist domivation and to
achieve their economie, political and social emancipa-
tion.

In this fight we, at one with the other oppressed
races of the world, are watching with particular
interest and anxiety the struggle of the mighty Indian
people for National Independence, as the overthrow of
British Tmperialism in India is ol decisive importance
for the other oppressed people of Asia and Africal

Our recognition of the neeessity of eonducting the
struggle on an international seale has made us affiliate
the “League lor the Defence of the Negro Race’ to
the International League against Tmperialism, which
has been rendering considerable services to the cause
of the African peoples.

We wish the Lahore Congress complete suceess in
working out a programme for achieving National In-
dependence which, as our experience shows, can only
be realired by the active participation of the broad
masses ol workers and peasants.

From the Perhimpunan Indonesia, Leiden (Holland) :—

We consider the opening of your Congress as the
most solemn moment, on whieh the fate of your beauti-
ful country for a great part will be decided. We have
constantly lollowed the development of the whole Indian
movement with great interest and with the genuine
hope, that the absolute independence of India will
be obtained : many obstacles and failures until this
memorial day mav hide, but they cannot cxtinguish or
enfeeble the light of freedem that is eternal and divine,
and to which all energy of every oppressed nation ig
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directed. We are convineced that for India’s sons no
sacrifice will be too great for the realisation of their
ultimate aim.

We are cherishing the hope, that the Congress
may succeed in a <rhmmermw victory in its fight for
India’s freedom and for the rights of the oppwssed
nations ; for e~ch vietory of thc struggling Indian
nation and masses over the imperialism will have far
reaching resulls on the world polities ol to-day and on
the very future of Indonesia.

From the Socialist Party of DPersia, Tehran:—

We have come to know through the kindness of
the Ticague against lmperialism thal your National
Congress will hold its sessions from 27th to 30th
December.

As there exist between us (peoples oppressed by
the burden of British Imperialism) apart from histori-
cal relations, bonds very strong and sincere, we belicve
it our duty to express on this oceasion and through
this communication oar most ardent desire first for
unity among yvou, and then offer our assistance saying
that, whatever importance you may give us, we
are ready in the vow of your liberation from the
FEnglish voke, to help you as brethren, it matters not
what means you recommend, provided of course it is
not hevoud our power.

Our position to-day, to put it freely and simply, is
in our opinion, with a few exeeptions relating to his-
tory and the organisation of our race, visibly similar to
yours and in reality—i.e. it is rea]lv only by our joint
efforts that we can be freed (rom Kuglish oppression.

And as we make no mistake about the present
Cabinet of London we hope you will not relax your
efforts and they shall most surely be erowned with a
complete victory.

Profiting by this occasion we present once more,
dear comrades, our most sincere and most fraternal
respects.

From the [International Conemittee for DPolitical  DPrisoners,
New York City:—
The members of this Committee, as a group of
‘Americans organised to secure Ameriean help for thos e
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persecuted in other countries for their political views,
desire to extend greetings to the Congress through an
Indian friend, Dr. Haridas T. Muzumdar.

We have already expressed our friendship in a
feeble way by sending one hundred dollars to help in
the trial at Mcerui and a letter of profest to Mr.
Ramsay Macdonald. We shall continue to render aid
in any way possible, and assure you that you can count
on us at any time that you or your representatives
make any appeal for American help. We have no
political cause to serve, but are interested only in the
unrestricted right {o amtate political and economic
reforms of whatever nature.

With greetings to the Congress and again assur-
ing you our interest and support.

From the American Ciwil Liberties Union, New York :—

We are =sending you our f{raternal greetings
through an Indian {riend, long resident in America,
Mr. H. T. Muzumdar, beeause he has intimated to us
that the Congress may consider the formation of an
organisation similar to ours o struggle for civil liber-
ties in India.

If you do undertake any such work along lines in
which our experience may be helpful, we are only
happy to aid you at long distance in any way possible.
We have in this country an old conception of civil
liberties brought here by the English settlers. Frem
all we know of the history of Inma the English who
imposed their rule on your country Teft their concep-
tion of ecivil liberty behind. Tndeed it is one of the
ironies of history that the English, always so jealous
of their liberties as applied to themselves, have never
applied them to those they rule. Kven here in the
United States our dominant Anglo-Saxon class runs
true to Knglish form, tending to deprive weaker
minorities of their rights.

With greetings to your Congress and assurance of
aid in any work for civil liberties you undertake.

From the Congress Committee, Kabul :—

Congress Committee, Kabul, sent five resolutions
specially requesting to sympathise with Afghanistan
accept principle of world federation push on organisa-
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tion and activity to achieve Independence.
From Kobe, Japan :—

Fight for independence.

From  British  Indian  Association, Johannesburg (South
Africa) : '

Executive British Indian Association wish Con-
gress complete suecess in epoch-making deliberations
consummating motherland’s emancipation. Despite
Indo-Union agreement repressive laws being entirely
enforced inflicting serious hardships. Tmperative their
total repeal be demanded if lawful residents be
sincerely accepted amoungst Union nationals. Mother-
land’sprestige necessitates non-aceceptance of all agree-
ments involving inferiority status.

From Congress Committee, Suva:—-

Congratulation wish suceess wire Congress deci-
sion independence. Indians rejected racial franchise
demanding common. ‘

J'rom Indian National Association, Capetown :—

The time has come when the honour of India and
the self-respeet of Indians at home and abroad both
demand independence of an ancient nation wish you
every success at Conference.

From Patidar Yuvalk Mandal, Nairobi :—

Wish success. Congress must strictly adhere to

Madras resolution of complete independence.
From Krishna Mohan Maitra, Chicago:—

The Hindusthan Association of America assembl-
ed at the eighteenth annual convention at Chicaco joins
with you in the struggle for politieal, social and econo-
mic freedom of India. The whole world expects the
Congress to redeem its pledge.

From Umshelat, Box 2903, Johanneshuiry :—

Wish Congress every success in momentous de-
cisions to be taken to shake off shackles serfdom only
free India could assert hersell in world afla‘rs.

From Federation, Johannesburg.—

South African Indian Federation extends frater-
nal greetings and expects Congress march onward f{ree-
dom. Self-respecting India should never agree to
settlement based on inequality and inferiority.
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From the All Ceylon Indian Youths League, Kandy:—

At a special mecting of the All Ceylon Indian
Youths ILeague held on the 17th (December) the
following resolutions were passed unanimously. That
this league is of opinion that the reforms ecarried out
in the Ceylon Legisiative Council on the 12th December
are a deadly blow ontheclementary rightsol citizenship
of the Indians in Ceylon and thercfore resolves to re-
quest the Indian National Congress to csponse the
cause of their brethren in Ceylon by helping them to
obtain equal rights with the Ceylonese with regard to
franchise in Ceylon. That this League is of emphatic
opinion that the Indians in Ceylon should continue to
enjoy the protection of the Indian Government even
after the conferment of the right of franchise to the
Indians on a par with the Ceylonese and should not on
any account renounce suech protection as required in
Lord Passfield’s despateh.

From South African Indian Congress, Maritzburg : —

South African Indian Congress sends greetings, to
Indian National Congress wish success trust wise handl-
ing of critical situation will unify India and open new
era of peace.

From American Association for Recognition of Irish Republic,
Cleveland, Ohio :—

On behalf American Association Recognition Irish
Republic wish your fight for eomplete Indian freedom
suecess your cause is ours we salute you please acknow-
ledge.

From Sri Gurw Singh Sabha, Nairobi :—

Nairobi Sikhs heartily wish Congress sueccess
strongly oppose retention communal representation in
any form in future constitution of India if unavoidable
Sikhs must be given thirty per cent representation in
Punjab under principle of common roll.

From Tafazzul Husain Rezmie:—

Hearty congratulations independence resolve

Indian unity courage impressing America.
From East African Indian Congress, Nairobi:—

Kast African Indians entirely with Congress in
struggle. Tmmediate achievement of only national de-
stiny possible. Hope every son will unite stand un-
flinching fight for country’s freedom.
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From Mr. Rash Behari Dose, Yodobashi (Japan):—

Wish Congress success. '

From Wilfred Whiteley, M.P.—

I respond with joy to your kind invitation of
some days ago, and [ will be happy to be numbered
amongst those on this side who line up with our In-
dian comrades in their demand for Dominion Status.

. We, of the British Labour Movement, desire jus-
tice for the pcople of India so that together, as part-
ners in a great commonwealth, we might move forward
to achievements which would otherwise elude our
grasp.

Towards that end [ believe the proposed Round
Table Conference to be an essential and important
step, and I venture to hope that the Indian National
Congress will give its blessings to the Conference
idea.

The kindliest of thoughts and the warmest of
wishes.

From Mpr. .John Beckett, M. P.—

I wish the Congress every success in all the
difficult problems they have to face, and the best of
luek in attaining their objects.

The welfare and freedom of the Indian people
is a subject very noar to the hearts of many of us on
the back benches of the Houses of Parliament. We
weleomed the statement of the Vieceroy and the Seere-
tary of State for India, and regretted deeply the quali-
fications made by the Prime Minister in his unloriunate
letter to Mr. Baldwin, because we [eel deeply the re-
sponsibilities our conduet in India for many years has
created.

We look to the Indian Natienil Congress to show
us a line whereby India may attain happiness and pro-
sperity, and thus good relations necessary to world
peace and happiness my be preserved to relieve the
position between employers and Indian workers both of
whom have suffered under the same masters.

From My, Walter fI. Ayles, M.P.—

It is with very sincere pleasure that I send very
hearty greetings to my comrades of the Indian National
Congress which is meeting at Lahore this Christmas.
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Christmas time to us in England is a time of
reconciliation and of re-union, and this year it should
be for all our Indian comrades a time of hope. There
is a new spirit in England,—a spirit that recognises
that the days of the old imperialism are over, and a
new era cf co-operation has begun. Larger and larger
nambers of people in England are determined that the
right of the Indian people to eontrol their own destinies
on behalf of both themselves and humanily cannot only
not be further denied, but must be happily considered
and worked for.

We not only weleome the pronouncement of the
Viceroy that Dominion Status is the policy of the
British GGovernment, but even more the fact that we are
going to ask those who represent the Indian people to
sit round the table with us to decide how that free-
dom can best be achieved.

For the first time in Anglo-Indian velations, we
shall meet as equals, and I am quite sure that public
opinion in England will heartily acelaim a {ruitful and
unanimous conclusion to the Conference deliberations.
You have your difficultics as we have ours: we are
facing ours, you are willing to face yours. It is for
us not only not to deny but to assist you in this heavy
responsibility that you are willing to undertake on
behalt of your great people. 4

At this Christmas time our loving greetings go
out to our comrades of the [ndian Natiynal Congress
who are so courageously accepting these great responsi-
bilities, and we assure them of our whole-hearted and
willing support.

From Major D. Giraham Pole, M. . (Hon. Secretary of the
British Committee on Indian Affairs and Chairman  of the
Commonwealth of India League) :—

Indians of all shades ol opinion have always re-
sented the preamble to the Government of India Aect
1919 in which it is stated that “the time and manner
of each advance (towards responsible Government) can
be determined by Parliament.”” Quite understandably
Indians felt that this was a slight on them and main-
tained that they were best fitted to judge of the pace
by which they should advance to the full measure of
complete self-government as an integral part of the
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British Commonwealth of Nations with all the freedom
and privileges of that status. The die-hards in this
country stood by the letter of the preamble, whilst
Indians as firmly insisted on a Round Table Conference
between representatives of their varying religions,
political parties and interests, and the British Govern-
ment, at which the whole matter could be discussed and
thrashed out.

There is now a unique opportunity. We have a
Laboar Governm:nt installed at Westminster, with a
courageous and imaginative Scerctary of State who re-
gards himself as the representative of Indian interests.
An invitation has been offered to all political parties
and interests in India tomeet the Government here, and
in a frank aud full discussion at a Round Table Con-
ference not merely to place their views before the
Government but to advise them as to what are, in their
opinion, the best steps to take to sulve that most in-
tricate of problems, the future government of India.

From this Conference no point ol view will be
excladed. [ would beg my [riends in India to accept
this genuine offer, honestly and frankly made, and send
delegations to London composed of their best men who
arve prepared to meel the Seeretary of State in the
same spirit he has shown.

What is the alternative? A barren agitation with
spasmodie riots and—in the unfortunate possibility of a
change of Government here—a poliey of repression and
“Black and Tan’’ Government that will make of India
another Ireland.  That will be merely playing into the
hands of the die-hards and putting back for generations
the day of freedom and equality for Iudia, for which
some of us have given much of the best of our lives.
More and more bitterness and misunderstandings would
inevitably follow.

I ask my Indian friends not to be put off by the
fulminations in the British Press (ol the Daily
Mail and Morning Post type) of the O’Dwyers,
Churchills, and Birkenheads. They represent a very
small, though very vocal, proportion of the British
public. The Labour Party is solidly in favour of In-
dian freedom and self-government and ranged behind
them are many of the best of the Tories and Liberals,
Lord Reading and Mr. Lloyd George by no means re-
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present the most progressive part of the Liberal Party.
Similarly Lord Birkenhead’s views are diametrically
opposed to those ol Mr. Baldwin.

This is the opportunity we have been working for,
for years. Do not let us down. Oun the contrary | beg
of you to accept this invitation aud so strengthen the
hands of the f[riends of India, and complete the
“wreck of Birkenhead.”’

From A. Fenner Brockway, M. P:—

I hope the Indian National Congress will realize
that there is in reality a new spirit in the attitude of
the British Government and that it will decide to take
part in the Round Table Conference and insist there
upon Dominion Status. The need on the British side
is that the new spirit should be expressed in the ad-
ministration of justice. Congress can rely upon a
group of friends here pressing for an ending of the
persecution of political opinion and for an amnesty.

From Mr. William Lawther, M. P :—

It is always difficult for those who are far off,
to understand what is the opinion of those on the spot
on any particular question, and although Indian ques-
tions have for gencrations been the subject of debates
and discussious in the Mother of Parliaments, there yet
remains much misunderstanding as to what are the
desires of the Indian people.

Therelore the Indian National Congress has an
unique opportunity ot helping to bring belore the great
mass of the people in this eo)untry their considered
judgment and opinions by aceepting the invitation {o
the proposed Round 1'abl: Conference. Might I put it
in this form, before coming to the House ol Commons,
I was a miners’ representative, and the miners in this
country never neglected an opportunity of putting for-
ward their views before any assembly. No section of
workers in the world have laboured more to redress
the injustices they suffer from, and today we are within
the border-lines ol the beginning of the end of those
injustices. And 1 feel that the steps that are being
initiated by the Labour Government on Indian matters
will likewise lead to the redressing of their grievances.
No cause ever suffers from the taking of opportunities
at all times and on all ocecasions to state their ideals
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and principles. My message to you, my comrades of
the Indian National Congress, is to follow the pathway,
by way of a Round Table Conference, there to place
your views on those subjects for which you have lab-
oured so long and earnestly.

From William Bennett, }M.P. :—

The present time seems to me to offer more hope
and encouragement to the Indian people than any pre-
vious period.

1 trust that nothing will be allowed to interfere

with the Cfullest co-operation betwcen all parties con-
cerned.

I can assure you of the heartxest sympathy and
appreciation of the demand for Dominion Status {rom
all the members of the Labour Parliamentary Party
with whom I am acquainted.

The Round Table Conference is an absolutely
genuine invitation.

From John Scurr, M.P. :—

The time has come for every man and woman who
sincerely desires the welfare of the people of India to
do everything they can to promote areal understanding
between the two nations.

1 have always' stood for the realisation of Do-
~minion Status for India at the earliest opportunity;

and it has been a matter of personal regret that the
counsels ot extremists on both sides have produced such
a cloud of misunderstanding.

The Labour movement in this country desires to
render justice to the peoples of India. It is whole-
heartedly in favour of self-government.

How this ideal can best be carried out can be
- settled by the proposed conference between the repre-

sentatives of the peoples of India and of Britain.

I trust sincerely that as a result of complete co-
operation between these representatives the world may
be able {o hail India as a self-governing nation before
the British Labour Government leaves office.

By love alone can justice conquer; by hate we
only drift to worse disasters.

From James Barr, M.P.:—

I am most anxious to see India attaining full Do-
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minion Status. Adapting a well-known poem of Rob-
bert Burns, I would say:—
“ Never but by Indian Hands
‘“ Shall Indian wrongs be righted.”’
From Will Thorne, M. P. ({eneral Secretary of National

Union of Ueneral and Municipal Workers) :—

During my forty years in the Socialist and Trade
Union Movement, I have always been in favour of the
right of self-determination for the Indian peoples;
more especially after digesting the late Mr. Hynd-
man’s book on India.

I think the British Nation have everything to gain
and nothing to lose by making the Indian Pcoples
responsible for tieir own Government.

I'rom Ernest Thwitle, M. I’. :—

T hope the National Congress meeting at Lahore
will effectively demonstrate India’s determination to
achieve National freedom, and will at the same time
show the world that she knows how to maintain national
unity for the purpose of reaching this objective. .

Indian leaders must nceessarily be the best judges
of the poliey and tactics to be pursued in furtherance
of the national causc, but, as an outsider, I would like
to express the hope that it may be possible for the
Congress to decide to be represented at the fortheom-
ing Round Table Conference, in order that all whom
it may concern may know, without misunderstanding,
the programme for which the Congress stands.

From Peter Freeman, M. P., C. C.:—

Cordial greetings and every good wish for a
successful Congress.

At the present moment India and Great Britain
have been drawn closer together in mutual respeet,
understanding and comradeship than perhaps ever
!ogfolre to consider their respective interests and common
ideals.

While realising the immense task before us, the
many difficulties and obstacles to be overcome, the
Labour Party is emphatic and united in its determina-
tion to see that justice shall be done to India and the
claims to freedom, Dominion Status, and Self-Govern-
ment shall be realised. And these shall be given practical
effect at the ‘earliest possible moment. 3 o
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Only when India is freed from her bondage can
that International Brotherhood by democratic govern-
ment for which the Labour Party stands be brought

3 bout. At this ecritical moment we emphasize that
ecision. We shall stand by our declaration and our
Pledges whatever happens.

From Miss Ellen Wilkinson, M, P. . —

The workers of KEngland regard the workers of
India as comrades in a common struggle for freedom
from Capitalism and Imperialism. I urge the Indian
leaders to co-operate with the British Labour Govern-
ment, as I feel sure in that way lies the best hope of
securing not only Dominion Status but equality of
status. The time must come for both people when
caste on the one side and colour prejudice on the other
mlllet give way to the ideal of freedom and equality for
all.

From E. S. Palmer, M. P.:—

As a labour member of the British House of
Commons I am glad to be supporting a Government
having proper appreciation of the Indian National
Congress point of view. The highest hopes and aspira-
tions of the Indian people are nearer realisation today
than ever. Self-detcrmination is the general principle
under which a Labour GGovernment must operate and
there can be no doubt India’s demand for Dominion
Status will be conceded at an early date.

From Ben Tilett, M. P.  (Secretary of General Workers
Union) :—

I hope you will forgive my inability to write a long
note but a very sineere and anxious wish is given to
you and your Movement that freedom may come to the
People of India, and that democracy may carry with it
its own spiritual sense and responsibility and alliance
with the workers of the world.

Anything T can do to help the workers of India
shall be done. :

I wish you all human blessings for the advancement
of your great cause.

From 8. P. Viant, M. P.:—

- I believe that the time is with us when the most
sincere of India’s friends are willing, ready and
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anxious to remove the obstacles which have stood in
the path of freedom. The period in which we are
living is full ol promise and 1 am persuaded that pro-
viding we recognise the essential for progress namely,
co-operalion, ways and means will be found whereby the
aspirations of the Indian people for Self-Government
will be given lagislative effect.

From I. G. Watkins, M. P, :—

During the recent years, the people of Great Britain
have becom2 more understanding with regard to the
question of self-government in India, and this has
become much move marked during the last twelve
months. It is now true to say that in this eountry there
is an enormous volume of public opinion in support of
grauting Dominion Status at the very earliest suitable
opportunity. Kveryone 1u the Labour Movement is
praying that great and benefieial results may come from
the forthcoming Conference. The right of all people to
govern themselves in harmony with their own genius and
traditions is a fundamental principle of the Labour
Party, and by the application of that prineiple alone can
the problem ol India be solved.

A large contribution to the disentanglement of
world complications can be made by the Indian People,
and Labour would welecome their co-operation and
fellowship in the task ol ereating a relationship between
the Mother country and India based on mutual tolera-
tion and respect. I am confident that Great Britain will
respond iu the best possible spirit to all the aspirations
of India which conform to the highest teaching of Indian
philosophy and tradition.

From Marion Phillips, M. . :—

Members of the ILabour Party look forward to the
entrance of India into the British Commonwealth of
Nations as a self-governing Dominion. Therefore they
have welcomed very warmly the proposal for a Round
Table Conference after the presentation of the Simon
Report and urge their Indian brothers to participate to
the fullest extent. A representative conference will, we
believe, help materially towards the establishment of
Dominion Home Rule. May I as an Australian, add
the eager hope that it will not be long before India and

(A'ustralia, Commonwealth of the East and of the So uth,
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are staading side by side in a world-wide federation
with the British peoples of the West 2
Frow J. Horrabin, M. P, :—

Tam very glad to send greetings to the Indian
National Congress. I hope very much that the repre-
sentatives of Indian National opinion will accept the
invitation to a Round Table Conference and that this
will lead to a better understanding between English and
Indian peoples and provide a basis for a realisation of
India’s just demands.

From Frank Smith, M. P..— :

It will be a great joy for me to be able to do any-
thing and everything I can towards bringing peace,
happiness and prosperity to our Indian comrades, so
that side by side, and hand in hand we may march to-
gether to make life all that it can and should be made
with equality in all things for all.

From Wilfred Wellock, M. . .—

The outstanding fact in the present Indian situa-
tion is that the Government has found a way of escape
from what seemed like an impasse. In very difficult
circumstances it has made possible co-operation between
Indian leaders and itself. India having boycotted the
Simon Commission, and the National Congress of last
year having demanded Dominion Status within a year
and threatened a drastic change of policy in case of
default, while at the same time the constitutional posi-
tion in Great Britain was such that no GGovernment, and
especially a minority Government, could make any
deelaration of policy on the Indian question until after
the publication of the Simon Commission’s Report,
(which could not take place until the new year), the
Labour Government appears to be in a eleft stick.

The Government extricated itself in a bold and
courageous way. Onec might also say in a clever way.
It issued a statement, through the Vieeroy, which
suggests a new policy, which suggestion was supported
by the decision to call for a further study of the re-
lationship between British India and the Indian States.
In addition it made a definite advance as to procedure.
While the Government’s hands were tied in regard to
policy, it was free to modify the procedure foreshadow-
ed by its predecessor.
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The Government having thus offered India the
Round Table Conference for which she had often asked,
it appeared to us that at last the way was opened up to
a lasting settlement of the Indian question.

I personaliy welcomed the Government’s statement
and offer, and I am confident India will do the same.
And I would ask India to remember that the Labour
Governinent has gone to the limits of its power within
the confines of the Constitution in the course of action
it has taken. Thus one can scarcely imagine that the
Government’s offer will he refused.

Assuming India’s acceptance, therefore, it remains
for India and all the friends of India to co-operate
together to secure a lasting settiement of this issue,
which constitutes one of the outstanding problems of
the age.

From the American Branch of the Indian National Congress :—

Sisters and Brothers of India, Fellow-workers
in the cause of Indian Independence! Realising the
tremendous significance of the Lahore Session of the
Indian National Congress where momentous decisions
will have to be made concerning the future destiny
of our country, our branch of the Congress wanted
to participate in your deliberations. But unfortunately
we have become painfully aware of the fact that
India is “‘in bondage,” by the refusal of passport
facilities to our delegates by Mr. MacDonald’s Govern-
ment.

We are therefore being compelled to rely on two
of our co-workers now residing in India to represent
us and lo present eertain resolutions for your careful
and dcliberate consideration.

This branch of the Indian National Congress
stands uncompromisingly for the absolute and un-
adulterated Independence for India, and we are
advising our delegates to vote consistently for changing
the object of the Congress to that of Independence
without any limitation as to the means of achieving the
same or any qualification as to time and policy. We
stand for the absolute separation of India from the
British Imperial system and we are hoping that you
will give your unanimous support to this question, the
most burning issue of the day.
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This branch of the Indian National Congress stands
not only f(or changing the object of the Congress to
i.at of Independence, but.we arc delinitely of the
«jinion that this Lahore session of the Congress should
sorve India’s notiee to the Independent Nations of the
world that a new nation has been born in India and
that Independent India seeks the hand of friendship
and diplomnatie reesgnition [rom the free nations ol the
world, and that the Congress pledges to maintain the
same independence by all the available forces at cur
disposal. ‘

The Declaration of Independence is no doubt a
momentous issue in the history of the nation. Aud that
issuc can only be solved inonly one way and that is by
the positive action on your part now, belore the year
is over.

The Declaration of Indian Independence can have
but one positive meaning to our people and that is the
freedom of our people {rom economie exploitation by
alien interests and the freedom from secial and moral
stagnation which has been allowed to exist by the
British ruling interests in India who isolated India
from the progress of the world, and whose callous
mdifference to social, moral and economic evils can
hardly find a parallel in history.

Along with our Deelaration ol Independence the
Indian National Congress will be confronted with the
problem ol bettering the economic cendition ¢f our
people—the task which will have {o be carried on, even
while we will be consolidating our strength to achieve
and maintain our independence. The Indian National
Congress, as the trustees of the National interests of
our millions, eannot any more ignore the task of taking
the proper initiative and active leadership to devise
ways and means of improving the economic status of
our people in praetical terms.

A prosperous India, where the difference between
the rich and the poor will be as little as it is humanly
possible, and where even the most unskilled Indian
labourer will be getting a wage not less than wages
received by workers for similar work in any part of
the world should be the goal of the [ndian National
Congress. We maintain that this session of the Con-
gress should declare for a national minimum wage
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policy for the most unskilled Indian labour. While
aspiring for the highest wages to Indian labour we
believe that cannot be enforccable in a moment and
therefore we urge you to give this policy the start and
declare for five-rupees-a-day wage to unskilled labour
right away and corresponding increases to skilled
labour. This five rupees a day standard may appear
to be arbitrary and drastic.  But the situation in
India is drastic too and demands drastic measu-es.
Any industry, and employer, that cannot afford this
social wage 1o our wage earners is a curse to our
community. lLabour is not a commodity wut Labour
should be pail on a social basis and not on the
basis for marketable products. We firmly maintain
that any wage below the five rupees a day standard
is immoral and wunsocial. Five rupees a day
standard may be revolutionary—be it so, but let us
make it a reality within a year. It is up to you,
fellcw-workers in India, to carry this message {rom
Lahore and electrify the rank and [ile of our people
who will then have a living interest in the success of
your Congress. Our masses have kept themselves away
from the National movement because our Indian
National Congress had been afraid to tackle this
economic problem in the manly way, ina way which
will be of practical benefit to our people, who after all
are the very people for whom we are all working.
Time has come when our Congress should stop talking
about the miseries of our people and begin doing some-
thing substantial and practical and something which
will inspire the eonfidence of the mass in our work.

And to carry out this national minimum wage
policy, it will be neeessary to initiate and undertake a
rationalised  policy of industrial India to
nth degree of its efficiency, utilizing labour
saving modern machineries and utilizing power plants.
We are living in the machine age and the power age.
Let us keep India in the forefront of modern progress
and not perpetuate the backwardness which is
our greatest drawback today. Industrialised India
alone can assure and sustain conlinuous prosperity to
our peaple and give our people a better economic con-
ceptlion of life which is the very basis of our social and
moral independence—and which indusirialization can
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be a possibility only on a high wage principle.

Indian  Industry--Indian Labour—and Indian
Nationalism must get together and we must understand
the need of rationalised co-operation and co-ordinated
responsibility of freeing India from econcmic bondage
and consequent social and moral degeneration. The
problem of industrialising India—on the high wage
principle—can best be practl(' Uly applied to solve our
problems of life il we can evolve a system ol marketing
and distributing  Indian manufactured produets to
Indian markets, to rveplace from the same foreign
articles of necessity and luxuries.

The task ol freeing India from cconomic bondage
is a mighty diffieult task, we admil, But no matter
what may be the immensity of the problem we have to
face it and solve it to the advantage of our National
interests. It is up to you, the national workers of
India to control and eapture our markets l[or the Indian
manufactured products. With this in view we have
instructed our delegates to present to you tor your
serious conslderdtmn the rsolution on ISeconomic Policy
and the authorisation of a “Nupreme Kconomie
Council for India.”” And we sincerely hope that
you shall give your full sapport to this proposal to
serve our people most effectively.

The task of giving birth to a new nation is a hard
proposition, and as such it is ap to ug to eontrol,
dominate and utilize every available foree which may
be presented to us {rom da to day to the service of our
people.  IFrom the lime of our Deelaration of our In-
dependence to the consummation ol the same no
approach or avenue which may be used by us for our
goal should be left unguarded and no opportunity
should be allowed to slip 1))

Until the recognition of our Independence by
world powers, and until the actual transference of the
administrative powers to our hands, the British
authorities will be using the legislative assemblies and
similar institations to maintain theiv hold on India.
We are firmly of the opinion that this session ol the
Congress should appoint a Legislative Committee of the
Congress and give the mandate to the same to capture
all the possible elected seats in the legislative institu-
tions and dominate the same and utilize every position
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of power or leSp()!lSll)lllt) or power with responsibility
including even ministerial positions. The utilization of
such oppoxtumty will be of great benefit to the realisa-
tion of our goal in the shortest time. The passage of
the Sarda Bill is at least one positive achievement for
the good of our people.

" Congress mombers of the various legislative in-
stitutions should be instrocted to work for the enact-
ment of laws ganctioning the Five Rupees A Day Wage
Standards as our national minimum wage, ])mhlhxtlon
of private money-lending and replacement of the same
by co-operative banking institutions, enactment of
tariff proteetion measures to foster industrialivation of
India” and restrictive measures to olimmato foreign
dominatien of Indian markets, introduction of modern
machineries to develop Indian industries and improve
agricuiture in the light of modern developments, to
inauqurate ¢o- operative marketing and distributing insti-
tution, for the cfficient distribution of India’s National
products, for the general p-ogress of Indm, to enact
measures for the ('om)')ulsm-y education of our boys and

girls, and to fight for other natioval measures.
‘ Our memhe rs in the various legislative institu-
tions can also aet in the negative way and cheek
the varions measures of the alien (foverument to
strengthen their domination of India. In these measures
they.will be contributing their share for the furthcrance
of the cause of Indian Independence.

We go further and state that t{o boycott the coun-
cils 'will l)(, suicidal to our national interest.  Abstention
of the progressive element from the various legislative
bodies will ‘only he strengthening the hold of the alien
rulers with' the en-operation of the mederates and the
liberals. 11 to serve the people of India is the primary
‘motive of -the Congress, then we strongly urge that you,
the déloo‘ateb of this Con(nebs, give a m‘mdate for the
capture of all elec‘ed seats, and form this Legislative
Committee of Indian National Congress.

By advocating council entry we do not wish to
mean that the enfire programme of the Tndian National

Congress will be directed along legislative work.  What
we desite is that a group of workers must be prepared
to serve the nation through the legislatures in co-
peration with other departments of the Congress.
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‘reate the atmosphere in the country along with the
advocacy ol the Five Rupees A Day Minimum Wage
Standards which will compel everyone who wants to
serve India through couneils to work through and
under the banner of the Congress. Create the situation
that non-Congress aspirants for legislative positions
will have mo standing in the community. If you go
out to the people with a programme of practical benefit
to our people, we can assure you that by ecouncil
entry programme ycu will be strengthening both the
National Congress and the National Movement.

Our delegates therefore will be presenting a
programme of Couneil entry which we sincerely hope will
meet vour approval.

While fighting for the consummation ol our
Declaration of cur Indepenrdence through the Legislative
Assemblies, aud through the realisation of the Industri-
alising policy, this branch of the Congress urges vou to
form a Civil Disobedience Commiftee. This is the most
positive poliey of direet action and it should be
launched immediately irrespective of consequences.
Polities flow along e¢rooked and diverse channels and
never follow the chalked out path.

Whaile on this subject we beg to draw your atten-
tion to the fact that perphaps you will be doing betier
by taking one item at a time [or launching Civil Dis-
obedience programme. To start with we suggest that
you handle the campaign to stop the production of the
poppy plant and stop the manufarture of opium. Not
more than 400,000 acres of cur eountry is reserved for
the cultivation of the poppy plant. But the opium it
produces is emasculating our babies in arms and our
adults as well. 98%,0f babes born in the mill areas
in Bomay are drugged and 90% of such drugged
babies die before they are a year old. Launch your
Civil Disobedience eampaign on this issue and you will
automatically move the hearts of the workers to your side
and to our struggle for national independence. Choose
your committee and give them the mandate to fulfil this
programme. Civil Disobedience has tremendous potenti-
alities, but when we go into it we must be prepared to
go into it with a will and firm determination to earry
out the work and must notbe afraidof the consequences
at the eleventh hour.
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Again we say, when the people will find that you
mean to better their economic and social status the rank
and file will be ready to offer what is demanded of
them but then you must show you mean business.

From the Declaration of Independence to the con-
summation of the same will be a period in which the
Indian National Congress will be called upon to handle
its foreign work most adroitly to win international
recognition of the independent status of I'ree India.
India cannot afford to be isolated. This is the task
ahead of us. And unless and until India succeeds there
the Declaration of our Independence will be but a mere
shadow.

You delegates to this Congress, will have to face
the realities and the immensities of the problem ot
work. You will from now on have to deal with foreign
established governments on, terms of equality. You
should march forward to superiority burningthe bridges
behind you of inferiority complex which beclouded the
decision of our leaders in the task of [oreign work in
the past.

We believe and we maintain that from now on,
national interests will be best served by adopting the
policy of “no entangling’’ and by reserving lo ourselves
complete freedom of action to make friends of all and
foes of none.

The National interests of India will best be served
by adopting “a continuous foreign policy >’ programme
to be conducted by a group of our experts. Foreign
work is one of intrigues—subtly intricate, and delicionsly
complex and maliciously insincere. All foreign diplo-
matie understandings are for temporary purposes and
are consummated on the basis ol selfish interests of
nations.

Open diplomacy openly arrived at can have no
place 1n our foreign work. Those of us who hai the
praclical expericnce in this line take this opportunity
to tell you frankly that up to now the Indian National
Congress has entirely ignored this most important work
and that whatever work was done was dons by some of
the Indian Exiles aud other serious thinkers.

Hence we suggest the adoption of the Foreign
Policy Resolution and the authorization of Foreign
Services Commission, whieb will be composed of experts
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This committee will have to train up ambassa-
dors, envoys, and observers and their aides as the
work progresses. This commission will be empowered
to raise their own funds and administer the same for
the maintenance of our cmbassies, legations and other
foreign activities.

Our Foreign work is to be inaugurated imme-
diately. When one nation speaks to another in inter-
national politics, it is done by one man to another
and accordingly India must find out best available
Indian to speak for India to other nations for the
world. That is the reason why we must have our
own ambassadors, envoys and observers and that can
best be accomplished through this Foreign Service Com-
mission.

Dratt Resolution on National Economic Poliey.

Whereas the present struggle for the politieal [ree-
dom of India can have bat one honest meaning to the
plain people of I[ndia and that is the enjoyment of life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness in this world,
which can only be assured to them by an advanced
standard of living and the sustained prosperity of our
country, and

Whereas the Indian National Congress can best
show in praetical language its sincere interest in the
welfare ol the peopie of India by a straightforward,
honest, and bold declaration of a National Fconomic
Poliey based on the most efficient Industrialisation of
India and combined with a “ Comfortable living and
social wage’’ to the wage earners of India as the only
fundamental basis of India’s prosperity, and,

Whereas the continued prosperity of India can
only be assured by a complete contiol of the domestic
market being the most sacred inviolable private pro-
perty ol the people should be protected for Indian
manufactured produets by all possible micans at the
disposal of the people of India,

Be it therefore resolved that the Lahore session of
the Indian National Congress hereby instruets the
president, with the advice and consent of All India
Congress Committee to form a * Sunreme Kceonomic
council of the Indian National Congress >’ composed of



76

representatives of Indian Big Business interests, of
Indian organized labor, and of the Consuming Publie,
to investigate, formulate and work out a scheme of
efficient industrialisation of India and cmpower the
same Kconomic Couneil to declare and uphold a national
minimum wage {or our wage carners;

Be it further resolved that this Supreme Keonomie
Council of the Indian National Congress be also autho-
rized to envolve a scheme of merchandising Indian
manufactured produets with a view to complete control
of the domestic market of India for the benefit of the
Indian people and thus to eliminate alien domination ot
our domestic market which is, and in the future should
be reserved as a sacred trust for Indian manutactured
product as the only and stable baxis for the continued
sustained prosperity ol the Indian people.

Draft Resolution on Foreign l’oli(}'y of Indian

National Congress:

To protect, promote and turther the interest of
India and her nationals in foreign countries and to
further the progress of the Indian Nationalist move-
ment,

Be it resolved that the Indian National Congress
hereby adopts the principles as a guide to its Foreign
Policy and its Foreign Aectivities.

(1) That the Indian National Congress adopts
the poliey of “ Independence of Action” in all Foreign
Affairs and adheres strietly to the policy of “no en-
tangling alliances” with any international organisation
or movement and thus shall abstain {from affilinting with
or associating with any such international movement or
organisation.

(2) That the Indian National Congress under-
takes the responsibility of “ Direet Indian Representa-
tion”” in all the Capitals of the world, and hereby
instruets its president, with the adviee and consent of
the All India Congress Committee, to form a “Foreign
Services Commission of the Indian National Congress
to be composed of five or more members with the autho-
rity to raise a substantial “ Foreign Service Flund’’ and
conduct the Koreign Affairs of Nationalist India from
its headquarters situated within or without TIndia
according to rules and regulations to be devised by the
same commission from time to time.
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(3) That the Indian National Congress instructs
its president, with the advice and consent of the All
India Congress Committee and of the “Foreign Service
Commission to aceredit proper ambassadors, envoys
and other representatives of Nationalist India to the
Capitals of the world powers, with a view to promote,
protect and further the interests of India and her
nationals in these countries and also to establish such
contacts with the established governments of those
countrics as will enhance the progress of the National
movement of India and that the same Indian National
Congress hereby authorises its “Foreign Service
Commission ”’ to maintain and sustain such embassies
and legations out of the aforesaid “ Foreign Service
Fund”’ consistent with the dignity fand prestige of
India.

From Indian Oppress:d Peoples Association, Nanking
(China)

We, the Indian Nationalistsin China,in co-operation
with the oppressed humanity, are anxiously awaiting
the destruction of British Imperialism. We know
full well that unless it is destroyed there can be no peace
on the lace of the earth ; there can be no freedom
for Indin and other enslaved countries.

As Dritish Imperialism has taken, and is taking a
very dangerous attitude in its National affairs,
whereby no nation ecan make any move without
disturbing the mounster to its fury it is this function
of British Imperialism that should be destroyed before
it destroys every thing elseworth while in life.

It is grievous to think that those valiant Tndians
to whose courageous sacrifices the liberties of Kngland
are indebted for their existence, should themselves have
been such dreadful oppressors, and capable of excesses
contrary not only to the laws of any country, but to
those of nature and humanity.

But alas ! Rowlatt Act, Martial Law, Massacre of
Jallianwala Bagh and the Ordinances, were thus
the rewards awarded by the civilized usurpers.

We, the Indian Nationalists 1n China, invite the
attention of the Indian National Congress to eriticize
the shameful and hyypeeritical character of British
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intrigues so as to put an end to our propaganda
and deport our members by their detestable tactics
their dissimulation is rather hateful while putting
striet restrictions even upon our home mails.

We, the Indian Nationalists in China congratulate
S. Bhagat Singh and Mr. Dutt along with 32 members
of the Meerut Conspiracy case for their sacrifices,
and emphatically call upon the toilers and the exploited
of the whole India to realize that, so long as Imperial-
ism lasts, so long will new bloody catastrophles menace
the lives of millions.

We appeal to the people of India through the
Indian National Congress to do all that is in their
power to have their rights realised and compel the
British nation to leave India unconditionally.

NANKING
1st of December, 1929.

Indian Oppressed Peoples Association
President : Bishan Singh
Secretary : Sadhu Singh

From S. N. Ghose and R. I.. Bajpai, New York :

Time has ecome now, when Iadia’s interests can
best be served and protected by dissolving the political
ties that bind I[ndia to what is commonly known as
the British Empire ; and the progress of modern
civilization can best be furthered by the establishment
of an Independent India.

The rule of one race by another for the exclusive
benefit of the latter, the domination of one people by
another for the sole interests of the latter, and the
subjection of one nation by another for the good of the
latter, is the greatest immoral and unethical system
that exists in the field of international polities today. It
degenerates both the rulers and the ruled ; the
exploiters and the exploited ; the subjecting power
and the subjected nation. It is the greatest impedi-
ment to the progress of world civilziation which
flourishes only on the contributions by the free and
independent nations of the world.

The dissolution of such an immoral and degrading
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system has become the paramount duty of every
civilized nation and of every people for the cause of
international justice and peace. It has-become not
only the duty but a solemu obligation and the revolu-
tionary right for the people oi India to asscrt their
inherent power to dissolve the presentimmoral political
ties which bind them to the British Imperial system, and
replace it by a government, by, of, and for the people
of India, free and independent of alien control and
domination in any sphere ol the activities of the
Indian people.

The representatives ol the people of India,
assembled at the regular session of the Indian
National Congress, at lLahore, India do solemnly
undertake this serious responsibility and assure the
free nations of the world that Iundia is prepared to
establish, achieve, and maintain that independence by
all possible means, and pledge all the resources at the
disposal ol the TIndian people to obtain our goal
assuring the world that Independent India which is
born today, will for ever be ready "to co-operate with
other nations to promote the progress of mankind and
to further the cause of international peace and
justiee.

The British Government of India, which we are
replacing today, existed against the intercsts not only
of the people of India but of the world as well ; it
existed not to protect the life and liberty of the
Indian people but to oppress the one and suppress the
other : it had not been responsible to the people it
governed and it never did derive the power
to govern from the consent of the governed ;
it existed solely for furthering the interests
of the British people and in doing so, violated
every principle of international morality and inter-
national decency ; it subjugated the people of India
by questionable means, and after foreing that political
and cconomic subjection, it maintained that subjected
status by sheer brute force and all the trickeries of
soulless, deceptive, deceiving politics ; it impoverished
the Indian people to the depths of animality beyond
the conception of mankind ; it destroyed the indigenous
educational system of the once most literate people to
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further illiteracy, encourage dogmatic superstition,
religious fanaticism with all the attendant viees ; it
prevented the natural progress of the country, so that
India, which, once was at the foremost rank in the
contemporary civilization of the world, and whose
wealth was almost a proverbial expression of pros-
perity, is today, the poorest, the despised, and the
most backward nation of the present day ; it
accentuated social stagnation and moral degeneration
of the people it ruled as it deliberately refused to
interfere and support social and religicus reforms
of the land and confined its political domination to
further the economic exploitation of the people for the
interests of the British people; il destroyed Indian
indutries by every conceivable means from the tactics
involving physical incapacitation of the skilled workers
of India 1o the manipulation of political tariff
barriers both on the produects manufactured in
India as well as on the products exported from
India for the sole and only purpose of creating
a market for British manufactured gocds in India ; 1t
deliberately prevented the industrialisation of Iudia
transforming India into a purely agricultural country
forcing 909, of the people to depend on the produets
of the land for making their livelihood, a faet un-
paralleled in the history of the world ; it killed the
genius of the once glorious race by depriving them
of all initiative and ambition denying opportunities
and position of power and responsibility thus reducing
our people into human serfs ! It emasculated the nation
by maintaining the artificial isolation of India and
denying our people freedom of speech, of press or of
assembly and similar fundamental rights of humanity
supplanting the same by censorship, repression and
ruthless, relentless, remorseless politicsl, economic and
social persecution of the people ; it kept our people
docile, submissive, ignorant, illiterate, impoverished,
and morally and socially degenerate by maintaining a
monopoly on the cultivation, produection, manufacture
and the distribntion and marketing of opium, using the
same control to drug our babies in arms and adults as
well to make them bereft of manly virtues ; it
fostered intoxicating drinking habils among our people



to further their degeneration and thus to drain away the
meagre savings fromthe sub-normal wages of our wage-
earners ; it made patriotism and nationalism a crime
remunerating spying and betrayal of national interests;
it filled Indian jails with political prisoners and it
exiled patriotie national workers for political reasons ;
it had created a double standard of justice and duality
of ethies—one standard for the ruling interests and the
the other lor the ruled, creating a double standard
of morals against the best sense of decency and hum-
anity; it passed laws by decrees and enforced them by
arms; it did not protect the interests of India and
India’s nationals in [oreign countries where they were
discriminated against in every possible way against the
national honour of India; it did not protect the civil
apd treaty rights for Indians resident in foreign
lands; it sought to promote and further anti-Indian
sentiments all over the world by false and mischievous
propaganda and wilful misrepresentation of India; it
sought to misrepresent Indian opinion on international
issues by delegating anti-nationalist representatives
to the various international conferences, conventions
and meetings: it sought to commit India in international
undertakings against the national interests of India
without the knowledge and consent of the Indian
people; it had used and utilized Indian mercenary
troops to crush the National Governments of other
countries and to [urther the general imperialistic in-
terests ol its own. It had Dbeecome the greatest
menace not only to the progress ol India but to the
progress of the modern civilization as well.

We, therelore, the representatives of the people
of India, acting in the name of and by the authority
of the people of India, solemnly make this declaration,
that India, by right and by virtue,is a frece and In-
dependent Nation and that Independent India under-
takes the responsibility of conduecting war, concluding
peace, contracting alliances, establishing mutual politi-
cal and commerecial relations with other nations and
of doing all other acts and things pertaining to the
internal and external affairs of an Independent Nation.
For the support of this declaration we pledge our
lives, our honor, our fortunes, and all wo possess in
this world—Tfor our country and for humanity.
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Mr. M. K. Gandhi, ex.-Pre‘sident, then moved the
following resolution:—

“This Congress deplores the bomb outrage per-
petrated on the Vieceroy’s train and reiterates its
conviction thatl such action is not only contrary to the
creed of the Congress but results in harm being done
to the national cause. It congratulates the Viceroy and
Lady Irwin and their party including the poor ser-
vants on their fortunate and narrow escape.”’

After speaking in Hinduslani (see Hindustani
section) Mr. Gandhi continued:-

Mr. President and Friends, I have been asked 1o
give you the substance of what I have said, in Knglish.
In my opinion, it will be a good beginning il our
resolutions dealing with the task before the Congress
are passed unanimously. In appearing before you [
have rcalized my responsibility in the matter to the
fullest and my certain convicition is that the Congress
will fail in its obvious duty if it does not record this
resolution. You find the reason for it stated in the
resolution itself. So long as the Congress creced
remains what it is, namely, that we want 1o attain
Swaraj, not by any means, but by peaceful and legiti-
mate means, it is our bounden duly to take note- of
anything that happensin India in breach ol that con-
dition. You might be told, as I daresay you wili be
told, that when people who do not belong to the
Congress organization and are not connected with it
in any shape or form do particular aects which may
be contrary to our ereed we are in no way and in no
sense responsible. Those who think like that have, I
say in all humility, little sense of the tremendous
responsibility that rests on their shoulders; and they
have littie sense also of the great status {hat belongs
to the Congress. We either claim to represent the
thirty crores ¢f Hindustan or we do not. If we claim
to represent them, as I, a humble Congress worker,
most certainly do, and as I hope, you also do, then
it is our duty to consider oursclves responsible for
anything that any single person born in Hindustan may
do and it docs not matter to me in the slightest whe-
ther that person is a reasonable human being or
whether he belongs to the C. . D. I hope thal you
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consider C. I. D. Indians also to be our kith and
kin. Every Indian we expect to convert by our deeds
to our creed and use his services in the attainment
of our goal. Not only that, but the resolution states,
and I hope you believe it, that such acts do great harm
to the national cause. I do not wish to take up
your time by drawing your attention to the various
landmarks in the history of the Congress, which would
enable you to prove to your own satislaction that
each bomb outrage has cost India dear. You may
say, if you wish to, that the reforms that were
obtained could not have been obtained without bomb
outrages or without violence. I.et me tell you that
every one of these reforms has cost far more than
you would ecare to pay. We have paid millions in
exchange for mere toys.

The Congress Resolution also congratulates the
Viceroy and Lady Irwin and their party including the
poor servants In my humble opinion it is a natural
corollary to what has been said in the previous part
of the resolution, that we congratulate the Vieeroy
and Lady Irwin and their party. We lose nothing by
using common courtesy. Not only so; we would be
guilty of not having understood the implications of
our ecreed if we forget that those Iinglishmen,
whether in authority or not who choose to remain
in India are our charge, that we who profess
this ereed of non-violence should consider ourselves
trustees for the safety of their lives. We have a
tremendous military burden which is ecrushing the
starving millions who are living in the 700,600 vil-
lages of India. That military burden is really not
due to the mnecessities of [rontier defence, but let
me assure you, that burden is due to the fact that
thirty crores of people are held bond-slaves by a few
thousand Englishmen coming all the way from Iing-
land. If we would get rid of this military burden at
any stage, it would be a necessity of the case that we
hold the lives of those whom we may cven consider
our enemies as a sacred trust. That is the clearest
pcssible implication, in my humble opinion, of the
creed of non-violence for the political salvation of
India, and if you hold with me, then it is not ouly a
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matter of courtesy on your part, but it is a matter
of duty to tender our congratulations to the Viceroy
and Lady Irwin and their party including the servants,
and tender congratulation, if you will, to ourselves
also. I hope that after having listened to everything
that might be said against this resolution you will
pass it unanimously and heartily. (Loud und prolonged
cheers.)

Dr. M. A. Ansari, (Delhi) speaking in Urdu support-
ed the resolution amidst eries of ‘ Up, Up with Revolu-
tion” and ‘Down, Down with Imperialism.’

(For Dr. Ansari’s speech see Urda secetion.)

Swami  Govindananda  (Sind) in  opposing the
resolution afler speaking in IHindustani, said in
English:—

Mr. President, Brother Delegates, Ladies and
Gentlemen, I want to say lor the sake of my
friends from Southern India and Bengal a few words
in KEnglish. It is said that the creed ol the Congress
demands the condemnation ol the bomb outrage on
the Vieceroy.

President : — 1 should like to remind you that there
are many delegates who wish to address the house, and
every speaker need not address in two languages.

Sewami Gorindananda: Sir, I shall {inish as soon
as my time is over. (Cries of “go on, go on, please’) 1t is
said that the creed of the Congress demands the con-
demnation of the bomb outrage. I most respeetfully
submit that the creed of non-violence, to which the
Congress has pledged itself, is simply for the Congress.
This ereed is not binding upon people who choose
to stand outside the Congress, and it is the duty of
the Congress to persuade the parties that stand outside
the Congressnot by econdemnation but by sweet reason-
ing, by sweet arguments, to eome round to our view
of things. Therelore, 1 fecl that my opposition to
this resolution is in no way antagonistic to the ereed
of the Congress. T am as much a believer in non-
violence as Mahatma Gandhi. I do mnot believe that
opposing this resolution in any way is advocacy of
the policy of violence. I also wish to emphasise that
while the Congress is really the premier organization
in the country, it does not represent every section of
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poiitical opinion in the country. There are the Liberals
and there are the Revolutionarics as well, and just as
we claim [or ourselves the liberty of action to win our
own emancipation, we must also give to others their
own freedom. ‘

It is said that (his bomb outrage has doune harm
to this country. T submit that at this stage it is very
difficuit to say what is to the good and what ix to the
harm of India. When the true history of the Liberation
of India shall come to be written after India is liberat-
ed then alone will it be possible to say which party
rendered greater services and which party brought
India neurer to the goal of freedom and independence
for which various parties in various ways have been
working. T do not know; at least T do not c¢laim this
power ol ommniseience. | feel that only alter India has
realised independence will it be possible for us to com-
pare and say which party was really responsible in
the largest measure for the emancipation ol this
country.

One word rore and I have done. While in this
resolution you have got the econdemnation ol a man who
threw the bomb on the Vieeroy, [ find that the Working
(‘ommittee and the sponsors ol this resolution have not
had the time and the leisure to say even a word of
sympathy on behall of those innocent men who have
been arrested,who had absolutely nothing whatever to do
with the bomb outrage on the Vieeroy— not a word of
condemnation has heen said about the Governnent
that ordered the arrests of those innocent persons,
not a word has been said in this resclution by way of
sympathv with those ehildren of God, not a word has
been said in this resolution for the innocent volunteers
and workers of the Congress who are being watched
and molested in various ways. With these few words
I beg to commend to you the throwing out jof the reso-
luticn by an overwhelming majority.

President : T have received several names of
those who desire to speak on this resolution, but as
there is another very important resolation to be dis-
cussed, after two or three more speeches have bee
made I shall put the resolution to vote. :

Dr. Alam (Punjab), in opposing the proposition:



86

spoke in Urdu. ( See Urdu section.)

Maulvi Habibur Iahman (Punjab) supported the
proposition with a speech in Urdu. (See Urdu section.)

Mr. H D. Rajeh (Tamil Nadu) opposing the
resolution said:

Mr. President and Fellow-Delegates, (Cries of
‘Hindi, Hindi’ and ‘Urdu, Urdu,’ [rom several parts of the
House; T an sorry I am not—

A Delegate: Sir, I object. Mr Rajah is not a
propelly elected delegate.

Dresident @ 1 shall inquire into the matter and find
out from the napers whether he is a properly elected
delegate or not.*

Mr. H. D. Rajah : 1 am sorry I am not able to
speak in Hindi or Urdu. [ beg of you, my lriends, to
bear with me for only two minutes. (Renewed cries of
‘Hindi, 1lindi’ and ‘Urdu, Urdu.’)  As | have explained to
you, I am not able to address you in Hindi or Urdy,
and 1 hope you will extend to me the indulgence that
is due to me and permit me to address you in - linglish.
(Cries «f * Ilindi, Hindi? ¢ Urdn, Urdu’ continued.)

DPresident:  Order, Order, Mr. Rajah has already
told you that he is unable to speak in Hindi or Urdu.

Mr. 1. D. Rajak : Mr. President and Fellow-Dele-
gates, I have already explaind to you that I am not
able to speak in Hindi or Urdu, and now I am sure
you will bear with me when I speak in English. I have
come here to oppose the resolution that is now before
you. As I explained in the Subjects Committee, it is a
matter of common knowledge that, so far as the Cong-
ress is concerned, we firmly believe that this resolu-
tion should not have been brought here for discussion.
What is the matter with which we are concerned 2 As
we know, in the past for many years the Indian National
Congless was passing resolutions of Ioyalty to King
George and other Emperors of India. Now a stage
has developed in which we have all become anti- lmperi-
alists in our outlook, and by a subsequent resolution
Mahatma Gandhi will place before you, we are today
on this auspicious occasion declaring complete indepen-

*The President subsequently inquired into Mr. H. D. Rajah’s election
and decided that Mr. Rajah had not been properly elected to the A. I. C.C.,

and was not therefore entitled either to be a member of the A. I. C. C. or
a delegate.
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dence meaning thereby complete severance of the Bri-
tish connection. We are not concerned here with the
individual action of anyone-—whether a man has thrown
a bomb on the Viceroy or a donkey—we are not
concerned withit. All I want to know is how is the
Indian National Congress concerned with the affair?
Every day the organized forees of British Imperialism
in the form of military and police are throwing thousands
of our young men into jails.

President :  Mr. Rajah, youare not speaking perti-
nently and I therefore rule you out of order. You will
resume your seaf.

Mpr. Rgjah: | am sure you know what I mean. I
have told you sufficiently. Now 1 opposec the resolu-
tion and [ am sure you will throw it out.

Mr. Purushottam Das Tandon (U. P.) supporting the
resolution spoke in Hindustani. (See Hindustani
section.) .

Baba Gurdit Singh, (Bengal) opposed the resolution
in Hindustani. (Sce Hindustani scetion.)

Mr. M. K. Gandhi (ex-President) replied to the
debate in Hindi.  (See Hindustani seetion.)

(After Mr. Gandhi had replied, cries of ‘Long Live
Revolution’ were heard from one side of the House.)

The resolution was then put to vote, and declared
carried, 942 voting for and 794 against. The decision
having been challenged, the President announced that
another division would take place after the day’s pro-
ceedings were over.

Mr. M. K. Gandhi then moved his second resolution
which reads thus:—

“ This Congress endorses the action of the Working
Committee in connection with the manilesto signed by
party leaders including Congressmen on the Viceregal
pronouncement of the 31st October relating to Dominion
Status, and appreciates the efforts of the Vieeroy to-
wards a settlement of the national movement for Swaraj.
‘The Congress, however, having considered all that has
since happened and the result of the meeting between
Mr. M.K. Gandhi, Pandit Motilal Nehru and otherleaders
and the Viceroy, is of opinion that nothingis to be
gained in the existing circumstances by the Congress
being represented at the proposed Round Table Confe-



88

rence. This Congress, therefore, in pursuance of the
resolution passed at its session at Calcutta last year,
declares that the word ‘ Swaraj’ in Article one of the
Congress Constitution shall mean complete independence
and further declares the entire scheme of the Nehru
Committee’s Report to have lapsed, and hopes that all
Congressmen will henceforth devote their exclusive
attention to the attainment of complete independence
for India. As a preliminary step towards organising a
campaign for Independence and in order tu make the
Congress policy as consistent as possible with the
change of creed this Congress resolves upon a complete
boycott of the Central and Provineial Legislatures and
commit{ees constituted by Government and calls upon
Congressmen aud others taking part in the national
movement to ‘abstain frem participating directly or
indirectly in future elections, and direets the present
Congress members of the Legislatures and ecmmittees
‘to resign their reats. This Congress appeals to the
nation zealously to prosecute the constructive prog-
ramme of the Congress and authorises the All-India
Congress Committee whenever it deems fit to launch
upon a programme of Civil Disobedience ineluding non-
payment of taxes, whether in selected areas or other-
wise, and under such safeguards as it may consider
necessary.”’

(For Mr. Gandhi’s speech see Hindustani seetion.)

Pandit Motilal Nehru, (ex-President), in seconding the
resolution made a speech in Hindustani. (See Hindu-
stani section.)

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, (ex-President), was
then called upon to move his amendment. As soon as he
entered the rostrum, objection was raised by a delegate
on the dais that Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya being on
the Working Committee could not oppose the resolution
moved by the Warking Committee, in the interests of
discipline, and asked for a ruling from the Chair.

President:—That is not a matter lor ruling.

Pandit Madan Mohan Malariya then moved the follow-
ing amendment :—

“That for the whole of the resolution the following

be substituted :—

“That the President of the Congress be requesied
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and authorised to convene an All Parties Conflerence:
in March or April-in Delhi to consider the question of
the Round Table Conference in all its aspects, and that
the question of changing the creed of the Congress be
posiponed till the Conference has been held.”’

(For Pandit Malaviya’s speech see Hindustani sec-
tion.)

Mr. N. C. Kelkar (Maharashtra) in moving his amend-
ment said :—

Mr. President and Brother-Delegates,—First of all
with your permission, Mr. President, I want to correct
a mistake that has been committed by somebody. The
amendment put against my name is with reference to
the Round Table Conference, and that is whatis printed
here, but the amendment which I handed in yesterday
relates to the boycott of Counecils. The President,
making reference to the papers, has corrected the mis-
take and has allowed me to move my amendment
against the Couneil Boyeott, and that I propose to
move now.

Friends, it is rather unfortunate that the flood-
gates of this miserable controversy about the entry
into Councils have again been raised. No one need
introduece any heat or feeling or emotion in the discus-
sion of this matter. Personally, I am a cool, caleulating
man, but also a man of earnest convictions. One of my
convietions is, thatit is politically unwise for the country
to boycott the Councils. Now, what is the resolution com-
ingbelore you? I may characterise it by saying, that it
is the revival of an exploded stunt, and 1 prediel that
whereas the boycott of the councils in 19.1 received a
large measure of support frem the country, it is not
going to be so this time.  You must have seen it in the
voting in the Subjects Commiltee vesterday and you
may infer therefrom generally that the conntry will be
equally divided upon this point—it the bo)cotters will
not get a majority on their side in the country. The
large measure of success which attended this boycott
of Councils in 1921 was due to the fact that even those
who voted against the resolution of Caleutta ultimately
agreed to give a trial to this new political measure, and
therefore it was that there was some success in that
movement of boyeott of Councils at the time. But you
will remember that that was in 1920, and even before.
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three years had elapsed a movement was siarted in
the country to repeal the boyeott of Councils and men
like the late Doshabandha Das and Mr. Vithalbhai Patel
joined that movement.

A Civil Disobedience Committee was appointed. It
went round the whole country and as a result of the
investigation, you find two able minutes, one by Mr.
Patel himself, who worthily oceupies the chair of the
Assembly, and arother by Pandit Motilai N:hru than
whom a better advocate of the Couneil entr; cannot be
found. Since 1924, testimony is borne by Mahatma
Gandhi hims Il that the work done by Conzre-smen in
the Councils hos been satisfactory. Now standiug here
Pandit Motilal Nehru wanted to say a world ol depreci-
ation about that work, but lie could not Dbe unlair to
himsell’ and he had to bear testimony, that during the
last few years, the work inside the Counecils by Cong-
ressnien has been satisfactory, but he said that, so far
as independence was coneerned, not one inch of ground
was covered. I say in reply to that if you will consider
the amount of work done by Congressmen ingide the
Councils, I will elaim that the success that has attended
the other measures of the Congress has also not gone
beyond one inch or perhaps hall an inch. It secms as
if this Council question is fated to evoke an oceasional
exhibition of feeling,and we have scen ridiculous exhi-
bitions of *walking in” and ‘ walking out’ by the Congress
Party members in the Legislatures. The position,
therelore, is thig, that arguments in favour ol Counecil
entry have been exhausted, reason has been fatigued,
experience has given its judgment, but obstinacy is not
vel conquered, and we want to conquer (hat obsti-
nacy. Therelore, to characterise the position, 1 will
repeat exactly what I said in the Subjects Committee
yesterday, for the information of a larger number of
people here, that party vendetta in this matter ecannot
go further, political unwisdom cannot go lurther and
mental perversity also cannot go further, than it is in
trying to repeat the boycott of the Councils. There
are some facts underlying the proposed boycott of
Councils. The first is with regard to the people in the
Councils. In all fairness to them I must say that they
have given no cause for disappointment. They stood
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by the nation on principles throughout. There may be
quarrels here and there among the parties and want of
discipline, but that has not exceeded the quarrels and
the want of discipline in other departments of the
Congress. People in the Councils have done all that
should be done in a constructive manner; they have
actually supported and worked ftor the econstructive
programme also, and as for obstruction, they have
carricd out obstruction on a large seale in order to
deserve the conlidence ol the ecountry in that respect.

Now, there is another fallacy, and thatis with
regard to the people who are outside the Councils. It
seems to be supposed, that those people who do not
enter thy Couneils devote all their time and energy and
money for advancing the constructive programme of
the Congress. But this is not a fact. | may say that
those wh) have not entered the Councils have all along
shown a sneaking kind ol prtiality for the Council
wok and for the assistance to be derived [rom Councils.
Though the Congress asked them not to intervene in
elections, they did intervene, and if anything for the
public advantag: was to be obtained trom the Couneils
they sought the assistance of th: people in the Councils.
That was against the discipline of the Congress. There-
fore, what 1 mean is this, that this sort of boycott is
useless, and you need not plead in its favour the excuse
that more work will he done in the country by boycott-
ing the Councils. FFor after all in this human world
workers are workers and shirkers are shirkers. Workers
will always work and shirkers will always shirk whether
they ¢o into the Councils or not.

With regard to the Legislature, I will say this,
that it is the supreme power-house of this GGovernment,
wherein power is created lor use in the legislative, exe-
cutive, judicial and administrative departments. There-
fore, if you want to organize a campaign against this
Government and to lead an attack upon the Govern-
ment, it will be very unwise to boycott the Legislatures.
Your first objective in this offensive campaign should
be to capture the Councils where all this power is pro-
duced. Or to vary the analogy, take the simple ex-
ample of dacoity. When dacoits want to enter a house
and loot it,what do they do?Some enter the house, some
remain outside; some work inside and some outside the
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house, and they serve the common purpose of leoting
it. NSimilarly, some people should enter the Councils
and some should remain outside, and both should come
to an understanding that the work inside aud outside
should be correlated for the benefit of the country as a
whole. Take the case of Sinn Feiners of Ireland. There
they fought for absolute independence—not even for
this limited Free State that they have now. They have
entered the Councils and through the Councils they
wanted to work out their Independence. Here is an
example for you to imitate.

My last word to you is this. Kiven supposing there are
some who can work only through the Councils and others
who eannot work through the Councils, why, for God’s
sake, in the name of the country, should there not be a
friendly understanding between those why are fit-
ted to work in the Councils aud those who are not ? In
this world God has cereated people ol different disposi-
tions, different characters and different mentalities.
The capacities and eapabilitics of people also differ.
Why should there not therefore be an all-round under-
standing ? You do what you can do; let me do what [
can do. Letus join and shake hands therefore in the
cause of the country. 'That is my appeal to you, and I
hope you will unanimously support my amendment
about removing the boycott of the Counciis.

Chaudhri Afzal Haq (Punjab) then moved the follow-
ing amendment :—

“That the consideration of this resclution and other
kindred resolutions he postponed till April 1930 or to
any subsequent date which the Working Committee
might fix.”’

(For Chaudhri Afzal Haq’s speech see Hindustani
seetion.)

Mpr. Subhash Chandra Bose (Bengal) then rising to
move an amendment said :

The amendment which stands in my name and
which I have the honour to move this afternoon reads
thus :

“In pursuance of the resolution passed at the last
session of the Congress held in Calcutta this Con-
gress now declares that ‘ Swaraj’ in the Congress creed
means - full independence imp'ying thereby complete

everance of the British connection.



“In order to bring aboul the overthrow in India of
British Imperialism and its Indian allies and achieve
complete independence this Congress resolves on the one
hand to carry on a c:aseless campaign in favour of
Independence, with a view to establishing a parallel
Government in India and on the other hand, launch a
campaign ol Civil Disobedience including Non-payment
of Taxes campaign and general strikes wherever and
whenever possible.

“With a view to giving cffect to the above twofold
programme, this Congress calls upon the people of the
country to undertake at once the task of organising the
youths, the workers and peasants and other oppressed
sections ol the Indian people.

“In order to ensure econcentration on the ahove
programme and in conformity with the new Congress
creed, this Congress declares a complete boyeott of
Central and Provincial — Legislatures, Committees
appointed by the Government, Loeal bodies (including
institutions like Port Trusts) and law courts and ealls
upon Congressmen Lo abstain {rom participation in
future elections, upon present members ol the legisla-
tures, Committees and loeal bodies to resign their seats
and upon lawyers to suspend their practice forthwith.

“Phis Congress lurther authorises the All India
Congress Cemmittee {o give effeet to the above pro-
gramme according to the cireumstlances prevailing in the
country and to meel any situation that may arise while
exceuting the above programme.”’

sir, belore I proceed to lay my case belore this
House, [ would take the opportunity of conveying my
cordial and hearty thanks and my gratitude to Mahatma
Gandhi for ecoming forward to move the resolution
which advoeates clearly complete independence. At the
same time 1 stand belore you this evening to move an
amendment to his resolution hecause I believe that the
programme laid down in his resolution is not such as will
carry us towards the goal of complete independence. 1
have endeavoured to the best of my ability to lay before
you an amendment which is one consistent whole,
an amendment which is in keeping with the
spirit of the times, an amendment which 1 have no
doubt will find favour with at least the younger genera-
tion in this country. Sir, you will find that my amend-



ment has been divided into several paragraphs. In the
first paragraph [ have defined what we are henceforth to
mean by Swaraj, aud I have further defined full indepen-
dence to mean complete severance of the British connee-
tion. In the sccond paragraph I have laid down a
programme which in the present circumstances of the
country appears to be the most advisable for us to
adopt.  'That programme, as you have just
heard, is the constructive part as well as what might be
termed the destructive part. In the eonstruective part
of that programme, the amendment says:—

“In order to bring about the overthrow in India of
British Imperialism and its Indian allies and achieve
complete independence this Congress resolves on the one
hand to carry on a ceaseless campaign in favour of
independence with a view lo establishing a parallel
government in India.”’

Sir, I do not see how we can arrive at our goal of
independence exeept by setting up in the first instance
a parallel government in this country, a government
established on perlect good-will. [ mean the good-will
of the people of this country. 1 shall only remind you
about the example of the Sinn Feiners in Ireland who,
when confronted with a situation similar to ours in this
country, began their fight by setting up a parallel gov-
ernment in their country. But it is not simply because I
want you and 1 want my countrymen to emulate the ex-
ample of Ireland that I have talked about a parallel
government. Apart from the example laid down by
Sinn Feiners in Ireland, it stands to reason that this
method, namely, this method of zetting up a parallel
government in this country is, at least in the present
circumstances, the only method which can take us to our
goal of independence. That, therelore, is the construe-
tive part of the programme.

Then | come to the destructive part, the part
which refers to a fighting programme, and therein I
say:—

y “And on the other hand, the Congress resolves to
launch a campaign of Civil Disobedicnee, including
non-payment of taxes and general strikes wherever and
whenever possible.”’

Sir, as long as the creed of this Congress is to
adhere to non-violence, the only method in my humble



opinion is one of civil disobedience, which will include
not oniy non-payment ol taxes but also general strikes.

In tl e next paragraph I refer to the woik that we
shall immediately have to undertake if we are to give
etfect to the two-fold programme and I have therefore
said :—

“With a view to giving effcet to the above two-
fold programme, this Congress calls upon the people
of this country to undertake at once the task of or-
ganising the youths, the workers and peasants and
other opprossed sections of the Indian people.”

Sir, I believe that if we are to make the Indian
National Congress a national and virile tighting body,
we shall have to bring into our fold large sections of
our countrymen who at the present have stood aside.
We have our kixans, our peasants; we also have our
workers and our youths, many of whom belong to the
middle classes; and many others of the poorer classes
of our community; and [ believe it is a 1act which we
caunot ignore to-day that these sections and other op-
pressed sections of the people of India have not thrown
1 their lot with us, have not joined this fight for [ree-
dom. 'T'hese seetions have their own specilic grievances,
some ol them economic in character, and some social,
and until we organise these scetions onthe basis of these
social and economie grievances I donot see how it is pos-
sible to harness them into this fight for [reedom. Lt is
only when the Congress takes up not merely the political
grievances, but also the sozial and the economic griev-
ances to wiich our countrymen are subject today, not
till then, can we bring into our fold these large sections
of our community; and until we are able to bring
them into our fold, until we are able to harness their
energy, 1 do not see how it will be possible [or us to
achieve the political and social and eeonomic emanci-
pation ol India. I therelore believe that the times
require a new programme, a programme which the
youths will welcome from the bottoni ol their hearts,
a programme which our kisans will welcome as their
own programine, a programme which our industrial
workers will also welecome as their own programme;
and I will go further and say that there are other
sections of the community who have grievances, some
social, some economie, and some political in character,



who also have to be brought into our fold. As an
instance, I will refer to the soscalled depressed classes
of India. Until the Congress is able to take up their
fight, and is able to 1dent1ty itself with their cause,
L do mot see how you will be able to bring the large
sections ol the so-called depressed classes of India
into the fold ot the Indian National Congress.

Sir, in the next paragraph I have referred to the
conditions which will make it easy for you to start the
government to which I have just referred and 1 say—

“In order to ensure concentration on the above
programme and in conformity with the new Congress
creed, this Congress declares a complete boycott of
Central and Provincial lLegislatures and Com-
mittees appoivted by the Government, local bodies
(including institations like Port Trusts) and law courts
and calls upon Congressmen to abstain from participa-
tion in future elections, upon present memhers of the
Legislatures, Committees and local bodies to resign
their scats and upon la,wye rs to suspend their practice
forthwith.”’

Here is a programme of complete and all round
boycott. I believe that if we are to make the hoyeott
effective, 1" we are to make the hoveott intelligible
we bhall have to go in fora procranune of wholesalc
boyeott; and after withdrawing trom these bodies we

shall be able to eoncentrate our whole time and energy.
on the task befor: us, namely, the task of achieving
Independence for India. Sir, I do not think that it will
be ol any use to take up one item in this programme of
boycott, leaving others s they ave. [n the first place
it will not be consistent with our creed ol independence
to go and practise in the law courts; it will not be
consistent to go into at least some of the local bodies
in which, like the Corporation ol Calcutta, you are by
the rules required to take the oath of allewlame in a
manner exactly similar to the oath of allegiance in the
Councils and in the Assembly. Therelore if you are
to be consistent in the matter of adhering to the creed
of Independenee, you will have 1o shun once for all
these bodies wherein you are required to take the oath
of allegiance.

Then, Sir, there is another reason for which I
would like you to give up these bodies. The task be-
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fore us is so arduous, the responsibilities on our .shoul-

ders are so great that we shall Have to concentrate our
whole time and energy on the programme that we s,haIL
adopt.  Consequently, for the purpose of - ensuring
concentration on the programme it will be necessary
for us to give up these bodies and take up the pro-
gramme whole-heartedly. Tt is for these two reasons that
1. would advocate at the present stage a complete and
wholesale and all-round boycott of these bodies, . ‘But I
would also like to submit at this stage that if you are
not prepared to go in for complete boycott, it will be
no use lor you to boycott simply the councils and leave
local bodies aud law courts as they are, and other
bodies like port trusts. After all, Sir, let us be consis-
tent: let us go in for complete boycott or mnone at all.
Tam au extremist and my prineiple is all or none., If T
am to advoeate a poliey of capture, I would’ like to
capture every public body. If I am to go in fur boycott,

I'shall go in for a complete boyeott and concentrate
my whole time and energy on some other programme.

It is for these reasons that I would earnestly plead in
favour of a complete boycott of the bodies referred to
above.

‘There is another point to which T shall’ ref'er in
this connection. [ believe most of us feel that it is not
consistent from the strictlly moral point of view to
adhere to the creed of independence and at the' same
time to enter public bodies where you have to “take
the oath of allegiance. At the same time, Sir, I"would
like to say that my personal conviction is not quite the
same. I believe that in polities it is some times neces-
ary for you to bow down before the exigencies of- the
times. You know there was a time when the Sinn Fei-
ners of Ireland refused to take the -oath of allégiance
to occupy their seats in Parliament. You also know
that of late the Republicans have modified their pro-
gramme and have now decided to. enter the Irish "ree
State Parliament even after taking the oath, in order to
éarry on the [ighting within. You also know that the
€démmunists in the Brifish Parliament, a few years ago—
theré are none to-day—sat in - the House of Commons
.after taking the oath of allegiance, though they know
and-every one'knows that they did ot intheir heatt
of hearts own allegiance to the-constitution of the day
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3ut the reason why they took the oath and went inside
was simply because they had to bow down to the exig-
ancies of the situation and thought it advisable to carry
n the fight within. That is why I say that my personal
opinion is that fromthe practical point of view it is not
quite inconsistent to subscribe to the creed of indepen-
dence and at the same time to carry on the fight within
the public bodies. But I do recognise that public feeling
and public opinion in India today requires the complete
boycott of these bodies and that is why I unreservedly
say that if we are to adopt the programme to which I
have just referred, it is necessaryand essential that we
should go in for a complete boyecott such as I have
mentioned.

Sir, before I conclude, [ shall say a few words
with regard to the resolution which Mahatma Gandhi
has moved. You will find therein in the preamble that
you are asked to endorse the action of the Working
Committee, in the matter of subscribing to the Della
Manifesto. It is for you to consider whether today, in
the year 1929 on the 31st December, you are prepared
to endorse the action of the Working Committee. For
myself I have not endorsed it and I am rot prepared to
advise anyone to endorse it.

Then there is another clause in the preamble
which says that we should appreciate the efforts of the
Vieeroy towards a settlemeut of the national niovement
for Swaraj. There again it is for you to consider
whether on the 31st December 1929 you should go in
for an appreciation of the efforts of the Viceroy of
India. l.ater on, you will find that the resolution states
that nothing is to he gained in the existing circum-
stances by the Congress being represented at the pro-
posed Round Table Conference. Does this clause mean
that we are to abandon the Conference which has been
misnamed a Round Table Conference. enly in ¢ the exist-
ing circumstances’? Mahatma Gandhi  was  kind
enougu 1o give an assurance in the Subjects Committee
that as far as he was concerned, there was no idea. no
intention of ever going into this Conference. Tt is for
the House to make it perfectly clear whether in these
circumslances it is neces:ary at all to retain this phrase
in thé existing cireumstances.’
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Then, Sir, I would refer to the phrase Round
Table Conference. I do not know why our countrymen
are so pleased about calling it a Round Table Conference.
I would not call it round. I would rather call it square;
it is certainly not round. If I understand its meaning,
a round table conference is a conference between tweo
belligerent parties, between plenipotentiaries reprasent-
ing two opposite sides. I ask you, are the people of
India invited to send in their representatives with full
powers to negotiate with the representatives of the
British Government ? Are we really sure that the
.conclusions arrived at, at this conference, are to be
ratified by both parties 17 Are we sure that the
conclusions of this conference are not to come up for
reconsideration before the British Parliament ¢ You all
know that when treaties are drawn up—when peace was
arrived at between the people of South Africa and the
British Government, the conclusions arrived at at that
conference were regarded as sacred by both parties;
and I know it for a fact that in the case of South Afrieca,
the constitution drawn up at the conference, in spite of
its grammatical errors, had to be ratified by the British
Government, and members of the British Parliament
could not even eorrect the grammatical errors in that
.constitution. Sir, that is what a round table conference
means. What is the character of this conference # The
Simon Commission and its paraphernalia are all to be
there. The conclusions of this conference are to come
up before the British Parliament. Not only that; it is
not merely the people of India who are to send their
representatives to this conference; the Huropean
Chamboars of Commeree and the Ruling Prinees, I under-
stand, are also to be represented there. Sir, is there
any fight going on between the British Government on
the one side and the Kuropean Chambers of Commerce
or the Ruling Chiel's on the other 7 Sir, is there any
fight going on between the British Government on. the
one side and our loyalist friends on the other? 1 know
of mno such fighting going on.  Why then should these
parties send their representatives to this conference %
Therefore 1 say this conference is not a round table
conference. But unfortusately the people of this
country insist on ealling it a round table conference,
and the Britishers are‘equally insistent on not ealling.
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it a round table conference. I believe that if you.
carefully secan the  speeches of  responsible
statesmen in England, you will find that they very -
carefully avoid the expression ‘Round Table Con-
ference,” and there are valid reasons as to why they do
so. That is why I beg of you not to” use the phrase
Round Table Conference. :

One argument more, Mr. President, and I have
done. The resolution which Mahatma Gandhi has
moved refers to the constructive programme as the
method whereby you are to achieve the political eman-
cipation of India. I would like this House to consider
whether the construetive programme which the Congress
has been pursuing for the last few years is something
which is sufficient to enable us to reach the goal of
complete independence. No doubt, there is a reference
to civil disobedience at the end of that resolution, but:
in reply to that I would submit that civil disobedience
will never come until we can organise the workers and .
peasants and the oppressed sections and the youth of -
India on speecific social and economic issues. That is
why I say that if we are to make the resolution effec-
tive, if we are to arrive at our goal, the goal of indepen-
dence,—it is our duty to see to it that we adopt a pro-
gramme which is effective and which is sufficient to
enable us to reach the goal which we have laid down
before us. Sir, that is why I say that the programme-
which the main resolution has laid down is not sufficient.
and it is necessary to lay down another programme
which will be in keeping with the spirit of the times
and which will be welecomed by the yvontts and the

- workers and the peasants and by all the oppressed
sections of the people of this country. I believe that if
this programme is adopted then only shall we be able
to carry on an effective campaign in favour of indepen--
dence. Last year, at the Calcutta Congress, we wanted
the creed to be changed to independence. It was put.
off. I would ask you to consider what we have gained.
by putting it off for one year. I would beg of you to
consider whether it would not have been wiser to . have-
changed the creed one year ago and to have pursued a
campaign in favour of independence for the last. twelve
months. I do not know whether the House will accept.-
my’ amendment. But in my mind there is no- doubt.
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that even if this amendment is not accepted in this
Congress, God willing, it is going to be accepted in the
near future, and most probably in the next Congress.
‘I believe that the programme which the main resolu-
tion has laid down is not an effective programme.
‘I believe it is not a programme which will find
{favour with {he younger geuneration in this ecountry
-and that is why I would beg of Mahatma Gandhi
and the supporters of  this resolution to take stock
of the times, to consider the present altered atmos-
‘phere of India and to consider also the feelings and
sentiments and ideas which now move the minds and
hearts of the younger generation in this country.
There i1s still time to consider all these facts and
I do hope that after considering all these facts it
may be possible for you to adopt the amendment and
thereby make effcctive the goal which Mahatma (landhi
has placed belore you, 1 mean the goal of complete in-
dependence. I once more thank Mabatima (landhi for
presenting before you this goal. My only object in
moving this amendment is to make it possible for us to
attain this goal as soon as possible and with the least
delay. I thank you for your patience.

Dr. Muhammad Alam (Punjab) spoke in Urdu in
moving the following amendment:

“Omit the words ¢ and appreciates the cfforts of
the Vicerov towards the settlement of the mnational
movement {or Swaraj ’ from the resolution.” ,

(For Dr. Alam’s speech see Hindustani section.)!

Mr. H. D. Rajah: Mr. President and Fellow-Dele-
gates,—I beg to move the following amendment: (Cries
-of ‘no, no’) :— I

“ After the words ¢ Constructive programme of
the Congress.” add

¢ And take up immediately the work of organizing
labour with a view to bringing about general strikes
thereby paralysing the Government machinery, or-
ganizing peasants and other sections of oppressed
Indian people.’

Mr. President, I had a talk with Mahatma Gandhi
‘on the basis of this amendment and he told me that
‘this amendment was acceptable to him. But because
-the Working Committee and the All-India Congress
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Committee have not accepted it, this must be brought
in as a special amendment in the next meetling of the
Subjects Committee. You know when there is the
independence resolution. (Uproar and cries of ‘no, no
and ‘stop’.)

President: I do not know what the Delegates are
objecting to.

A Delegate: Our objection is that Mr. Rajah is not
a properly elected Delegate.

Mr. H. D. Rajah: There must be an automatic
programme with a view to carry out our object if we:
are to achieve Independence, and for that we have to
organize lhe oppressed sections of the Indian people
and unless we bring them into our revolutionary
programme there is no chance of achieving anything.
(Uproar and cries of dissent.) Here is a constiructive:
programme and I beg of you to consider this part of
the amendment and see that it is carried unanimously.
(Continued cries of * no, no.")

Then the next amendment I have to put before you
is to delete the portions referring to the endorsement
of the action of the Working Committee and the Round
Table Conference. (Cries of no, no.)

President:—1 appeal to the audicnce to keep quiet
until T have seen whether Mr. Rajah is a properly
elected delegate or not. 1f it is found that he is not a
properly elected delegate his amendment will fall
through.

Mr. H. D. Rajah:—You are all aware of the Delhi
-Manifesto and all that has happened after it. M.
Wedgwood Benn was clever enough to say the
Dominion Status was in action in India before he mas.
his declaration. From that day onwards we were be
upon having a certain dynamic programme and I
could only subscribe to the anti-Imperialist programm
namely complete and full Independence. We have be
carrying on our agitation, and we never thought for
moment that British Imperialism would come to the
compromise with us so suddenly and so easily, as a or
sult of which some of our leaders and others said the
were .prepared to work only on a basis of Dominion
Constitution; but I must say that there was no re-
f{erence to Dominion Status. So disappointment was:
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eaused, not because the Viceroy or Mr. Wedgwood Benn
was wrong but because we misinterpreted that pro-
clamation and the statement with it. An Imperialist
Viceroy who is the agent of British Imperialism in
India cannot be expected to discharge his duty in the
true fashion. I do not understand why a Congress of
our type need go out of its way and congratulate the
Viceroy. I most earnestly request you to consider my
amendment in the light of reason and not of person-
alities.

I would also entreat you to understand the real
imphieation of congratulating the Viceroy. 1f the con-
gratulation had come from Sir Phiroze Sethna or Mr.
Jayakar or Mr. Jinnah or men of that school of thought
I would have no objection whatever, but when you are
launching on a dynamic programme to achieve complete
independence, I do not find that there is any reason why
we must go out of our way to say thata Vieceroy who
is the representative of British [mperialism should be
congratulated by such an august body as the Indian
National Congress. As a matter of faet, you know
the Viceroy has applied the knife of repression with one
hand and dealt out sweet words with the other. Kver
since the declaration was made more than 20 arrests
have beenmade, [ havea record of it inmy hand. On the
eve of the Congress at L.ahore 8 young dynamie revolu-
tionary workers were arrested and taken away. You
do not consider this aspeet. Whoever exposes unflinch-
ingly and courageously the actions of this British
Imperialism, he is spirited away and you are left in the
lurch without any real statesmanship or guidance. Im-
perialism is bent upon crushing you and defeating your
object. Take up the challenge and fight the issue till
you aitain comnlete independence. Do not congratulate
the Viceroy, do not congratulate Governors, do not
congratulate any Imperialist, even the Imperialist
Labour Government in Great Britain. The attitude of
mind taken in the preamble of the resolution is very
subtle. 1 want you to uunderstand the implications of
that reasoning and in the light of what I have said, to
delete the words in the resolution which [ have men-
tioned. With these few words I ask your permission to
move my amendinents.
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S M. K. Madhavanar (Kerala). Mr. President and
Fcliow- D(, egates! :

My amendment is to delete the clause relating to
the hoyeott of legislatures. I feel that it is unfortunate
that this should have found a place in this main resolu-
tion. The resolution ought in the first place to have been
toncerned only with the ¢ question of Independence; then
chere would have been practically no opposition at all
to it, and it could bave been disposed of in a few
minutes notwithstanding the opposition of even Pandit
Malavivaji. Bat as it is, unfortunately several amend-
ments have had to be moved to this resolution. Now,
this question of the boyeott of legislatures has a
Jistory behind it. In the Bombay wueceting of the
A1.C.C. it was managed to empower the Working Com-
mittee to do what it deemed fit in the situation then;
and soon after, it resolved that the members ol Legisla-
tive Assembly and Councils should resign their seats,
beeause the life of the Legislatures had been extended,
because Lord Irwin had cast to the winds the word of
pledge given to the leaders of the Asremnbly Swarajya
Party. Of ccurse, no such reason is advanced now.
Here the boyectt of Councils is advocated on quite a
different ground, no deubt ; but still this history of
wounded dignity seems to be at the back of it. It would
have ‘been wiser in any case to treat this matter
separately. Now the question is whether we are ready
to enforee this resolution among the rauk and file of
Congressmen in all the provinces. We sce there is a
section of Congressmen who are peculiarly fitted to do
.Council work, and for whom there is 1o other work

- possible. In Madras at least 1 know that this part of
the resolution is geing to be a dead letter. 1f Councils
are to be boyeotted as stated in this resclution, there
are other institutions which should have been equally
boycotted.

With regard to taking the oath of allegiance
~in the Council, 1 need not repeat the argument of our
- friend Mr. Subash Chandra Bose who has said that
we may not hesitate tc do what the Irish Republicans
who stand for nothing short of complete Independence
have been doing in this respect. In my opinion it is
not really inconsistent with their creed of Independence
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-and pitted against such a powerful Government, to
‘take the oath of allegiance and enter the councils and
still fight for Independence. It is a simple formal
affair.

Then again the periodical electioneering campaigns
givs us a fine occasion to carry the message of the
Congress te millions of people in the country. In
Malabar, T may tell you, the tenaney question, so vital
to the millions, was taken up by the Congress members
in the Madras Legislative Council, and much of the in-
fluence the Congress commands in our provinee is due to
the belief among the people that such beneficent means
as the reccnt tenancy legislation had been carried out
in the Council by the efforts of the Congress members.
It all the scats in the Councils are captured by
Congressmen, much good ecan be done to the country.
I should request you to delete the elause relating
to boycotlt of Councils, lest it might adversely affect
the voting on the main issue of Independence also. It
will be a misfortune if this clause is not deleted from
the main resolution. That is all I have to say.

Mr. Govindachary  (Andhra) :—Fecllow-Delegates!
There are two amendments which T want to pro-
pose here.  The first amendment is this—to delete
the words “in the existing circumstances’ {romn the
resolution. That I now withdraw. Though unable to
follow  Mahalmaji’s  speech in Hindi I gather
that there will be no more talk of a Round Table
Conference hereafter and that no negotiations will
be carried on on the basis ol Dominion Status—and the
Dominion Status business is buried and no more
alive—having taken that assurance from Mahatmaji
I think we need not worry about those words. So
I withdraw that amendment.

Joming to the next amendment, which is to stiffen
-the resolution, I wish to add the boycott of law
courts also. The resolution proposed by Mahatmaji
is to boycott the Legislatures. I want to boycott the
law courts also. Having now changed the creed of
the Congress tc one of Complete Independence I
think it will hot be consistent for any one of our
‘Congress members or leaders hereafter to go and
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appear in any British Court in which the law of
a foreign Government is administered. I know that
if we pass today the boyeott of law courts no more
lawyers will come to our Congress. But whethier they
come or not we must today carry this amendment
for we would then be able to retain those lawyers
who are now leading the Congress from going to
the Courts and to purify ourselves, that is to purify
the Congress institution. We must unequivocally ask
our Congress leaders hereafter not to step into law
courts wherein the law of the British nation, I
mean the law made by the foreigner iz to be ad-
ministered to perpetuate his rule. After changing
the creed of the Congress into one of complete
independence I emphatically say that it is dishonest
and inconsistent with our ecrecd of complete in-
dependence to go and practise in the law courts.
So, friends, you should pass my amendmentin order
to be consistent with our own programme, to be
consistent with our own faith, tobe consistent with
the principles of the Congress, as also with the
resolution moved by Mahatma Gandhi. I know that
Mahatma Gandhi is whole-heartedly in favour of
boycotting the law courts. We all know that in the
programme of non-violent non-co-operation the triple
boycott was included, bat today the boycott of the
Councils is the only programme of Mahatmaji. I
know that Mahatmaji is not against the boyeott of
law courts, but he fears that this step might prove
a failure. Apart from its success or failure, if once
we believe in a certain prineiple, it is our bounden
duty to carry on the fight to its logical end, and
80 to be consistent with our erced of complete
independence we cannot but include the boyeott of
law courts also in our programme. Of course, if
Pandit Motilal Nehru, the seconder of the resolu-
tion, accepts the boycott of law courts, I have no
doubt that Mahatmaji will also accept it. I hope
therefore that Pundit Motilalji, who is leading the
nation today, and who is to lead the nation in co-
operation with Mahatmaji tomorrow, will accept this.
amendment. I would beg of you, Fellow Delegates,
to include the boycott of law coufts also in the
programme and accept my amendment.
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Mr. Satyamurthi (Madras) :—Mr. President and
Fellow Delegates, I apologise for my ignorance of
Hindi or Urdu, and 1 hope you will bear with me
for the few minutes I propose to keep you. My amend-
ments are twofold (1) to omit the second sentence
in the resolution and (2) to omit the fourth sen-
tence in the resolution. Sir, the first sentence in the
resolution asks this Indian National Congress to
endorse the leaders’ manifesto in response to the
Viceroy’s statement, and also the Working Committee’s
resolution thereon. I venture to submit to this august
assembly, in all humility, that nothing has happened,.
from the date when the leaders’ manitesto was
issued or the date when the Working Committee
endorsed it up to this moment, why the Congress
should not have the privilege of endorsing that mani-
festo, laying down conditions before Congressmen or
other progressive political parties in the country can
take part in the Round Table Conference. Sir, neither
Mahatma Gandhi nor Pandit Motilal Nehru has
enlightened the Subjects Committee or this august
assembly, as to what exaetly happened at the inter-
view they had with the Viecroy. Under these
circumstances, I think it is the eclear duty of the
Congress to put the coping-stone on the synthesis
of all political partics in the country, which began
with the practically unanimous boycott ol the Simon
Commission, and ended in the issuing of the leaders’
manifesto which laid down a general amnesty and
conciliation, the personnel of the Conference to be
satisfactory, and Dominion Status to be the only basis,.
as conditions precedent for any progressive political
party in this country to take part in the Conference.

I pass on, Sir, to the third sentence in the resolu-
tion which declares Independence as the goal of the
Congress. I whole-heartedly subseribe to that ideal. T
believe no self-respceting nation can have any goal,
other than complete national independence, and I think
the history of countries like Ireland, Egypt and South
Africa which fought for Independence, and ultimately
accepted Dominion Status as a compromise, is entirely
in favour of the third sentence.

But, Sir, the fourth sentence is the most mis-
chievous in the whole resolution. I ask you to reject
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'that sentence, for that sentence asks to repeat history
-and the tragic mistake committed for the last few
years, not profiting by the lessons of the futile boycott
-of the Legislatures. Now, Sir, I wish for ‘the vanish-
ed hand of a Deshbandhu or a Lalaji, who would
‘have fought this boycott of legislatures, with greater
fervour and with greater cloquence than I can com-
mand ; but I want to say this, that the reasons given
for this boycott of ILegislatures are wholly uncon-
‘vineing.

Sir, the first reason given in the resolution iS
that it is a preliminary step towards organizing a cam-
paign for independence. I emphatically say ¢ No,”?
to it. You ecan fight the eleetions and win them,
God willing, on the issue of complete national in-
dependence.  Sir, is it nothing that you get 60 lakhs
of voters to vote for those who stand unequivocally
for complete national Independence 7 I say again
that the fight for Independence can be carried on, both
inside aud outside the Legislatures. Turther, the
experience of countries like Ireland, Egypt and South
Africa must convince us that we lose considerably, and
gain nothing by boyeotting the Legislatures.

We are told, Sir, that the oath of allegiance
.cannot bhe taken by those who are pledged to In-
dependence. May I ask those estimable gentlemen -
how they agree to the boycott of Law Courts not
being supported ? The Law Courts administer the
law which the Legislatures make, and the Congress
party in the Legislatures has opposed and can oppose
law making. How can you take part in Local bodies,
which are statutory creatures of Legislatures, and
in most of which you have got to take the oath
of allegiance ?

It also seems to me, Sir, that if you are not
going to have a complete programme of immediate
‘Civil Disobedience for achieving Independence, the
boyeott of Legislatures is a great mistake.

Then, Sir, another reason -given is that the
Congress policy should be made as consistent as
ossible with the change of creed. I agree, but
£eginning with the boyeott of Legislatures is begin-
aning at the wrong end. It is not possible to start
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all boycotts immediately. What about Insurance Com-
panies and Co-operative Credit Societics which are
the creatures of Government statutes, and which have
got to depend upon the Goverdment ? Mahatma.
Gandhi himself admitted that it is impossible to.
completely non-co-operate with the Government to-day.
Therefore, I say that the Congressmen’s capturing of
Legislatures is perfectly consistent with the Congress
declaration of Independence. ,

Then, Sir, we are told that these Legislatures.
absorb too much of the time of Congressmen; but
what are the facts and figures ? You want only
about 600 or 700 men, for about fifty days in the
year to .work in these bodies. I ask, is it not a
confession of bankruptecy of the nation’s resources.
in men, to suggest that we cannot get these men
and more, to do this national work both inside and
outside the Legislatures ? 1 claim that those inside
the Legislatures have also heen doing national work,
perhaps more than those outside.

I now come, Sir, to the positive arguments in-
favour of my amendment. 1 claim that the experience
of the last few years of Swarajists’ work in the,
Legislatures supports my amendment. Mahatma
Gandhi himself has paid eloquent tribute in the columns
of Young India to the work of the Swarajists in
the Legislatures. Can anybody deny that President
Patel’s work in the Assembly has done somcthing
to take this nation - along the path of Swarajt I
suggest, Sir, that we can fight the Government in
the Legislatures, and create a spirit of resistance in
our people. The experience of other countries like
Ireland and Egypt convinces me and ought to con-
vince you that you ought to capture all strategic
positions of power and influence, and give battle
to those who are arrayed against you, from every
platform. I suggest that we ought to have a
synthesis of all our national activities. ' It is usual to
say that those who are not with us are against us.
But I ask -you rather to act on the maxim that
those who are not against us'are with us. o
.o Lastly, Sir, I suggest that there is no immediate
alternative programme for those who are asked to
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go out of the Legislatures. What are we to do?
There is no immediate programme and I suggest
that it is impossible for you to accept a boycott
of the Legislatures, with contingent Civil Disobedience
and with no other programme before the country.

One last word and I have done. You want to
boycott the elections also. I suggest it is a suicidal
step, because I can understand there may be pro-
vinces, where after winning the elections you can
keep the seats vacant, pursue a Sinn Fein poiley,
or other obstructive tactics. But to lay down once
for all that you shall boycott the elections is cer-
tainly committing political suicide. Let me say in
-conclusion, that if you decide upon this, you will
not boycott the councils; not one seat is going to
be kept vacant, but you will succeed in boycotting
the best, the most independent, and the most patriotie
men from these Legislatures. I ask you, therefore,
to accept my amendments.

Mr. T. Prakasam:—Sir, I move the following amend-
ment—

Substitute the following in place of Mahatma
-Gandhi’s resolution—

“ After a careful consideration of the earlier
debates in the House of Commons and the House
of Lords, the later debate on Mr. Fenner Brockway’s
motion and particularly the speech of Mr. Benn, the
Seeretary of State for India, in which he defined
the “ Round Table Conference’’ as well as its scope
and also the conversation of the leaders with the
Vieeroy on the 23rd instant; this Congress is of opinion
that the proposed Conference is not a Round Table
‘Conference and that nothing can be gained by send-
ing any representalive of the Congress to such Con-
Jerence and declines with thanks the invitation extended
to the Congress;

“ But having due regard to the fact that some
-of the leaders of the other organisations, who had
.80 Whole-heartedly co-operated with the Congress in’
the boycott cf the Simon Commission and the presen-
tation of a united demand, still hope to persuade
the ‘British to accept their demand by argument, this
«Congress. adjourns the consideratien of the questions
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relating to the change of creed, complete boycott
of the Legislatures and immediate starting of Civil
Disobedience until the results of their labours at the
proposed Conference are known;

“Meanwhile this Congress calls upon the natiom
to carry on the construetive programme more vigorous-
ly and zealously and organise the country to carry on
Mass Civil Disobedience and refusal of payment of
taxes whenever called upon.”

I am so glad that our leaders, Mahatma Gandhi
and Pandit Motilal Nehru, have finally discovered
that the step which they were taking to get into
the so-called Round Table Conference was a wrong one
and that they have corrected that mistake, and that
they have discovered it so soon after their conversa-
tion with the Viceroy. It i1s a matter for great
thankfulness for the country that the two great leaders
have at last given the right lead to the country by
refusing to send any representatives from the Cong-
ress to the so-callcd Round Table Conference. Well,
Sir, this Round Table Conference is not at all a round
table conference. Sir Jehn Simon, when he was
here with his so-called commission, hinted then and
there that all those who were keeping back, represen-
tatives of all parties who were keeping back without
going to him, and would not give evidence, would

-be called to some conference thereafter, and that is

the conference that has now been developed into the
Round Table Conference by Mr. Wedgwood Benn,
the Secretary of State for India. It is not a round
table confercnce at which our constitution weuld be
settled; it is a conference to which all the differ-
ing warring clements would be invited and thev
would be made to quarrel there, and then they will
say-—‘“You arc quarrelling cven here; you are mot
fit for anything.”” That is the object with which
this has been started and the Knglishmen, yeu ought
to know, are s=o clever and so intelligent in their
statesmanship and they have put their case in such
a way as to make the world believe that they have
made a gesture to India, and that it is for India
ow to give & reply to them whether they would go
to attend the Round 'lable Confercnce or not. It is
with that object that Mr Wedgwocd Benn laboured
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hard to make that fallacious speech in - which he
wanted to convince the world that India is already
enjoying Dominion Status; that is how the trap was
laid and I am so glad that the Congress leaders
discovered it and that we are saved from the ignominy
and humiliation of sending our representatives across.
the waters to London. :

Now, Sir, I have got something to place before
yoa about the step that we have to take. For some.
years past this conlerence and our leaders have been
labouring hard to invite all the other parties and
have a united demand presented, because the Knglish-
men werc always making the excuse that India was
divided and that there was never a united demand.
I, for my part, never believed that I would live to
witness the unity that was brought about by the
leaders of all parties in {raming a constitution— Do-.
minion Status or whatever it is—that is demanded in.
the Nehru Report. After presenting that united
demand we have been kicked both by the Secretary
of State and the Viceroy here. What 1s it that should
be done? They have taken the only course that is
open to them. My difficulty has been that of one
who has always been obeying the mandate of the.
Congress. When in Madras by a big resolution passed.
by the Madras Congress you invited all the parties.
and then brought about the Nehru Report and pre-
.sented a united demand and when Pandit Madan Mohan.
Malaviya and Mr. Kelkar come here and say “ We:
have still got faith in these Englishmen and we have
still got hope that they will grant what is demanded
in this joint report,”” I say that this Congress which
is the. most representative body, which takes the
place of the Godvernment and is even above the
Government so far as we are concerned, the step-
that has now been taken by the Congress leaders
will be justified in the eyes of the world. Other:
nations are watching our destiny here; other nations
are looking at what we are doing here; they have:
taken a step, they have talked a language to convince
them that they have made a gesture and that they have
jnvited us to a conference; and. that if we take a step.
jn haste the whole. world will declare that this.
Congress was. going . in a hurry and that we did not
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avail ourselves of the opportunity. It is for that
reason that [ have proposed that this boyeott of the
legislatures, civil disobedience and change ol ecreed
might be postponed for a little while, until the other
friends, who were partics to this Nehru Report, go
there in the big ship and attend the so-called eonference,
have their dinners there and get their final kicks:
I say that we should wait until then and then it
will be time for the Congress to say “ We have seen
all there is to be seen; we have waited and we are
proceeding now.”” That is what I have stated.

One word more and [ shall retire. In Mahatma
Gandhi’s resolution, there is only one hoyeott intro-
duced. That takes away my breath. I eannot under-
staad how Mahatma Gandhi could reconecile himself
to put in only the boycott of the legislatures, while
there is no boyeott ol courts. The boycott of courts
is more important. It you pass the independence
resolutions, it means the complete severance of
the British connection. A lawyer who goes into court
will have to take the oath of allegiance. low is
it reconcilable, sensible or reasonable that we should
pass this resolution which makes us look ridiculous
before the world, if we allow our own people to
go with mdependmue in one hand and with loyalty
to the British Crown in tho other 2 That is my
difficulty. Make the boycott by all means complete
whether there is response or not, I do not care very
much ; the response will come in due course. 1 have
got faith in our leaders and in the masses. [ there-
fore say that you should not pass that boyeott alone
and I request you to pass the boyeott of the courts as
well as of thelegislatures. If youdo not pass the boycott
of courts, do not pass the boycott of legislatures
also. I shall give you one instance. I shall tell you
what Lord Irwin was doing when he was touring
in the south of India ; in his interviews to pcople
there he was attempting to geta party that would
opposc the Congress party if the Congress refused
to attend the so-called conference. They fecl that
they have been destroyed in the legislatures ; I have
not been an admirer of our performances in the
l;-gxslaturcs ; but still when it was said that in India
it was not possible to have a party Government, it
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was left to the Congress to send candidates into
those legislatures and declare to the world that they
could.

Mr. M.S. Aney (Berar): Sir, I shall first read
out the amendment which I have the privilege to
move in this House :—

“ Having regard to the fact that the Delhi
manifesto . . . . (Voices : “ Hindi, lindi, Urdu,
Urdu.”” Another voice Marathi.) (Laughter).

President : If necessary, the speaker wiil ad-
dress in Marathi. :

Mr. M.S. Aney: “1laving regard to the faet
that the Delhi manifesto issued by the Congress
Leaders along with others relating to the Viceregal
pronouncement on Dominion Status has been generally
received in a spirit of conciliation and the Parlia-
ment having recently expressed a genuine desire to
extend their hand of fellowship to India by send-
ing a unanimous message of goodwill—

“ And having further regard to the fact that the
questions of high policy referred to therein which
are essential for producing a suitabe atmosphere are
still under consideration and in the nature of things
may require some time more to enable the responsible
authorities to take a final decision thereon.

“This Congress resolves to postpone the considera-
tion of the question of the change of the Congress
creed to Independence to a special session of the
Congress to be convened if necessary at a time and
place to be fixed by the All TIndia Congress Committea
and authorises the leaders to accept the invitation to
the Round Table Conference.

“ Provided the Governmont of India take steps
to assure the Congress leaders by secarinz to the
Congress organization a dominant share in the In-
dian representation on the Round Table Conference
which the Congress as the premier and most repre-
sentative mational politieal organization is entitled
to, as well as to anncunce the general ammnesty o
political prisoners eonvicted for offeiices perpetrat-
ed with political motives.

“This Congress further urges the Congress
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representatives, if the Round Table Conference
materialises, to place before it a scheme of full-
fledged Dominion Status on the lines of the Nehru
Report and immediately start bringing about an amie-
able settlement of outstanding points of difference
thercin pertaining to cominunal representation and
secure the largest measure of support from the
various political and other bodies to their joint
«demand by convening a meeting of All Parties Con-
ference . ,

(Z'or Mr. Aney's speech see Hindustani section.)

Mawlana Zafar Ali Khan, (Punjab) tn moving amend-
ment to delete the preamble of the resolution, made a speech
an Hindustani. (See HHindustanti section.)

Mr. Mauli Chandra Sharma (Punjab): Sir, 1T move
the followmg amendments :

(1) That the words “in the existing circum-
stances ?’ be omitted from the resolution ;
and

(2) That the following words be added :
“ Nothing is to be gamed by the Congress
being represented at the Round Table Con-
ference S0 long as the conditions put
forward by the “all party leaders in their
manifesto are not accepted by the Govern-
ment, and doubts about its sincerity have not
been yet fully removed and an atmosphere
of trust created.”’

(I'or speech see Hindustani section.)

President : The amendments are now finished.
Speeches will now begin on the main resolution.

Mr. Abhyankar (C. P. Marathi):  Mr. President (Cries
of Ilindustanii. Unlortunately [ cannot speak that
tongue ; it is wmy misfortune that I can speak
only in Marathi, Sanskrit or HKnglish. The -loud
speaker is out of order and therefcre I hope you
will keep yourselves silent in order to hear me. I
stand  here mainly to support my ‘friend, Mr.
Muhammad Alam’s amendment. I must admlt that
I have very little of spiritualism in me. I am a
materialistic fellow ali through and to a materialistie
person the inclusion of those words which thank
the Viceroy in that resolution are elther a symptom
of hypoerisy or cowardice. (Cries of ‘ No’) (entlemen,



116

people who soar on higher planes than the physical—
their ways at least to wus are mystic. I cannot
understand how this Congress is called upon to thank
the Vieeroy, who, it is said, is helping the attain-
ment of the goal of the people of this country, a
Vieeroy whose government brought about the death
of Lala Lajpat Rai (Cries of Shame) and against
which he refused even to raise his little finger to
appoint a committee of inquiry into the details of
his death, a Viceroy whose government has heen
good enough to shower lathis on Pandit Jawaharlal
at Lucknow (Cries of Shame)—1 cannot understand
how my friend Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru—I call him
my {riend because he happens to be young—can stand
this resolution, while sitting in that cbair dumb and
silent—I cannot conceive that. There ave limits which
when reached imake a man’s action,—I will ecall it,
vicious. What 1is it that the Viceroy has done ?
You have been told by no less a person than Mahatma
Gandhi that you have to accede to that clause for
the sake of insaniyat—I do mnot know how to pro-
nounce that word. Well, there are ideas and ideas
of insaniyat. My idea of insanigat is that you must
behave like a man ; and what are the pre-requisites
of a man ?" A sweet word for a good acet and a
blow and a kick for a kick. It is given only to
angels and not to men to give sweet words for kicks.
that you receive.

(The speaker then continued in Hindustani.)

Mr. Viswanathan (Andhra) : Mr. President, [riends
and gentlemen, You will forgive me for not speak-
ing in Hindustani as I am an Andhra and do not
know Hindustani. After a chorus of nearly two
and a half hours of oppositoin to this resolufion,.
partial or wholesale, I rise before you to support
the resolution as it is. I admit that I am an out.
and out Independence-wala and it is as an Indepen-
dencewala that I commend this resolution for your
acceptance. 1 am sure, you realise that the central
and most important sentence in this long resolution
is—“The Congress therefore in pursuance of the
resolution passed at its session at Calcutta last year
declares that the word Swaraj in Article one of Con-
gress Constitution shall mean complete independence
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and further declares the entire scheme of the Nehru
-Commiittee’s Report to have lapsed and hopes that
all Congressmen will henceforth devote their exelu-
sive attention to the attainment of complete Indepen-
dence for India.”” Iriends, the ideal of Indepen-
dence has been the dream of the youth of this
country ; and after ten years ol persuasion, this
year Mahatma (Gandhi, who has been one of the
chief opponents, indeed the strongest opponent of
the change of erced, has come and joined hands
with us and said that the ideal of dominion status
is buried once for all and that Judia shall hence-
forth direct her efforts {o the attainment of Com-
plete Independencee. I putit to you, my young friends,
what is more glorious, what is more desirable for
the youth ol this country than to get Mahatma Gandhi
as an asset lo the side of Independence ? Thatis
the chief reason why, although I do not see eye.to eye
with him in some of the sentiments expressed chiefly
in the preamble of the resolution, although 1 do not
see why that particular phrase “in the existing eir-
cumstances ”’ should f{ind a place—for I say that
whatever the circumstances ave, the ome ideal for
which Indians should live and die is Complete In-
dependence whatever may be the circumstances—al-
though some of you at least are opposed to some
of the scentiments expressed in the preamble and I
am disposed to agree with you, vet as an Indepen-
dence-wala and as one who is desirous of working
along with you for the attainment of complete In-
depeudence I say that the central {feature, the win-
ning of Mabatma Gandhi to the Independence side
is enough for me : it must be enough for me ; it
must be enough for you and it must be enough for
all people who love Independence {for India, and who
will fight for it. That is why I support the resolu-
tion. You will realise that independence for India
is necessary lor the peace and well-being not only
of this country, but is an immediate necessity for
the maintenance of the peace of the whole world.
Now there is no tarrying for a while.. I putitto
you thercfore that the amendments which have been
proposed by such distinguished countrymen of ours
‘as Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Mr. Kelkar, or



118

Mr. Prakasam have got to be thrown out summarily,,
for the simple reason that they talk of something
much less than Independence, that is to say, much
less than what you and I and every man, woman
and child in this country want ; and are dreadfully
in need of, and therefore I recommend this resolu-
tion for your acceptance without any change whatever,.
notwithstanding your slight differences of opinion
upon certain matters. Some emphasis has been laid
upon the portion relating to the appreciation of the
Viceroy. Never mind the parting courtesy to a person
who is dismissed by you : have that courtesy ; give:
those thanks; and take Mahatma Gandhi in returii; take
independence and fight for it. 1 commend the re-
solution for your acceptance.

© President:  Aflter going through the papers, I find
that My. H. D. Rajah is not a properly clected member-
of the A. I C. C. and I theretore decide that he
is not entitled to be either a member of the All India
Congress Committee or a delegate. His amendments.
therefore fall. I am sorry t©o anunounce that Mr.
Nariman is not a duly elected member of the ALC.C.
I cannot help it as the constitution has to be followed.

Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta (Bengal): Mr. President and’
Friends, I beg to support the resolution which Mahatma
Gandhi hasmoved. (Hear, hear and applause.y Youknow alt
the amendments to the resclution have been moved and
supported, and I believe that after so many speeches
this is the first speech which is going to supportthe resolu-
tion wholeheartedly. Friends, this resolution has been
attacked from two sides. 1t is,so to say, between two
cross fires. On the one side it has been said that the-
resolution has gone too far ; on the other side it has
been said that the resolution has not gone far enough.
I shall attempt in my humble way to prove to you that
the resolution has gone just as far as the Calcutta re-
solution expected us to go and just as far as the present
political condition of India warrants our going. (Hear,
hear). The main point is, Do you have in India today any
other leader who can lead the country to vietory than-
Mahatma Gandhi ? (Cries of No, No). You have not.
You know that ; and today Mahatma Gandhi has come
out of his seclusion once more as he did in 1919-1920:
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and 1921. (Cries of Vande Mataram.) He has given you
his programme through the resolution of the Working
Committee. Just remember what resolution you passed
at Calcutta. It was a compromise resolution, although
there was some cpposition at the end of the passing of
that resolution in Calcutta. Every single congressman
accepted that resolution and worked accordingly. That
resclution said that if before today, the 3lst December
1929, the British Government agreed to Dominion
Status, then it wceuld be accepted by the Congress.
What could your Working Committee do 2 There has
been criticism that the first part of the resclution is
wroung in endorsing the action of the Working Com-
mittee in issuing the Delhi Manifesto. There was a
clear direction by the Caleutta Congress in the prin-
cipal resolution that if hefore the 3lst December 1925
the British Government agreed to our terms of Domi-
nion Status then the Congress was bound by it. 1t was
said by some of our friends in the Congress after the
Delbi announcement of the Vieeroy that the Vieeroy had
given us Dominion Status. There were others like my-
self who doubted the sincerity of that pronouncement.
But remember it was not one man’s opinion that count-
ed. The Congress, before it met at Lahore, belore
the 3lst December, wanted the Government here or the
British Cabinet in Kngland to say definitely what was
the basis ol diseussion in this Round Table Conference.
Was it dominion status or net? That reply, vour
leaders, the members of the Working Committee,
Mahatina Gandhi and Pandit Motilal Nehru, have got
for you. Isit aconlerence in which according to the
Caleutta resolution the basis ol diseussion will be Domi-
nion Status ? The clear unequivocal answer of the Viee-
royis ‘ No’. Is thereany difiiculty today-can any party
in the Congress say that there is some doubt in it ?
Can any party in the Congress refer to anything said
by Mr. Wedgwood Benn in the House of Commoas in
England 2 He did not give an unequivocal answer.
He said “I will not answer. T will not be eross-exa:nin-
ed.”” Therefore it was nceessary for the leaders of
the Congress to come to know definitely before the
Lahore Congress met whether or not this meant a
hoax. We knew, most of us knew, that it was a
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hoax ; but the blame must not be put upon us that
we turned down that proposition. Remember, gentle-
men, we had agreed with the other parties in
India who were not members of the Congress that we
should stick fast with them as long as dominion status
was agreed to before the 3lst December. That has
been defined. Therefore we told them that we must
have a definite answer : we cannot go back to the Con-
gress with an indefinite state of affairs ; and in fairness
1o our other comrades in the politieal fight who are out-
side the Congress with whowm we had come to a solemn
pact, until the 3lst December we could not do otherwise
than issue the Delhi inaniiesto. The main portion of
it is this : do you agree that the basis of discussion at
the conference will be dominion statns 2 They have
given us a elear answer ; and why should you not in
the circamstances that were existing at the time, on
October 3lst and November 1st, when no cve knew what
this conference was about, when no one actually re-
alised what it was—some saying it is dominion status,
others saying ‘No, it is a hoax ’—now a delinite reply
has been given, apart I'rom all the verbiage : the main
thing was to get a reply to the definite question ‘Is it
to be dominion status as enunciated in the Caicutta
resolution 2 If the Working Committee had not come
before you with a eclear reply, one side of this House
wounld have given one interpretation, another side
another interpretation. We are in a mueh better
position today. Naturally, therelore, we must carry
out logically the effeet ol the Caleutta resolution
What does it say 2 That we must now declure Swaraj
to mean complete independence. There is no quarrel
about that in the major portion ¢l this llouse ; bat
some say ‘deleteit’. ‘Do not do it just now. Why ¢
Either the Calentta resolution was right or it was
wrong. This is the national assembly, the national
assembly of us Indians. We passed a solemn resclu-
tion that we would declare our goal to be independence,
that Swaraj would mean complete independence. on
the first of January 1930. We cannot go baek upon it,
particularly after getting a clear refusal on the
question of dominion status forming the basis of the
coniererce.
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There is one portion of the resolution of the
Working Committee which, in my opinion, is not very
material and my only comment on it is whetherit is
there or not it does not matter to me personally.
Mahatma Gandhi in his own inimitable way will justify
it. That is the portion relating to the appreciation of
the Vieeroy’s efforts towards a settlement of the National
movement for Swaraj. I know the feelings that were
expressed by Mr. Abhyankar and Dr. Alam are also in
my breast: hut 1 am wnot going to quarrel with the
commander whom the nation has sct up today, (Cries of
Yes and Hear, hear and Mahatma Gandhi Vi Jai) ()Ver that
little busiuess of appreciaticn of the Vieeroy’s efforts.
T understand from Mahatina (andhi that in this parti-
cular connection, and only in this connection, the Vieeroy
was sineerc: he does not vouch for the Vieeroy’s
sineerity 1u all his actions with regard to India; he
does not say for all time in future the Vieeroy would

act sincerely towards India; nor does he say that in
the past the Vieeroy had always acted sincerely : he
says that is the impression he got from his talk with
the Viceroy and he says these words will not hurt any-
body, they are merely polite words.

I had iutended, my friends, to go through most of
the amendments, but time is chort and tnmo*ure 1 shall
just deal with ome other question and that is the ques-
tion of the boyeott of the eouncils. Those of you who
Itnow me in this Congress would be surprised at the
first instanee no doubt, how 1 a member of the original
Swarj party, a Member ol the Congress Counecil Party,
and a leader of one of the Congress Couneil Parties in
this great country ol ours, how I today come ferward
with this proposition, namely, that there should be
complete hoyeott of eouncils, direetly or indirectly. In
this matter there is no division so far as my province
is coneerned; we are all agreed that should be so: but
a word of explanation is necessary as to why I should
support this. Gentlemen, in 1921-22, the Congress at
Nagpur passed a resolution of a similar nature. In
those days we thought that boycott of councils was pro-
per, that it was the right thing in the political circum-
stances then existing. We thought that Mahatma
‘Gandhi had gone to jail and there was tremendous
depression all over India and we of the Swaraj Party
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which had not been recognised by the Congress yet
thought that in these new political surroundings and
conditions it was necessary to keep alive the spirit of
resistance in the people and that we should go to the
councils and obstruet there. I say similarly from this
rostrun of the national gathering that the Swaraj
Party and later on the Congress Council Party in
Bengal really kept up the fighting spirit of the
nation, and I do say that up to this day the Swaraj
Party or the Congress Council Party in Bengal,—that
is the province I know about—ecreated from time to time
a situation which no other party or organisation could
have created in the circumstances then existing. T also
appreciate the services that the Congressmen rendered
in the Legislative Assembly, particularly the President
who was a Congressman—>Mr. V. J. Patel.  That is so.
I appreciate the great work that the Congress Council
Party did ; but today the circumstances have changed.
These are all means you have to change. As in 1921
we thought boycott was necessary and in 1023 we
thought that boycott was unnecessary and the Counecils
had to be attacked in another way, so in 1929 in the
new political circumstances in India, are we to say
“ Once you said you would go into the Counclis; theve-
fore you must remain in the councils always’ ? Today
you are declaring for complete independence. Today
you must change your means ; so far as means are con-
carned, they can be constantly changed ; they must fit
in with the new ecircumstances. 1 am gorry | have
very little time to develop the points-on which I in-
tended to speak.

Oune word more. In the original resolution of
the Working Committec as presented before the Swub-
jeets Commitee, the boyeott of.local bodies was ineluded;
that was deleted in the Subjects Committee, but so far
as I am concerned I say that I am bound by whatever
decision you give. The boycott of local bodies was
accepled in the Working Committee, but a diffcrent.
direction was given in the Subjects Committee and that
is the reason why it was deleted from the resolution
before you and it is for you to suggest whether it
should be left as it is. My impression is that so far as
Bengal is concerned it will be a good thing if there
was a proper boyeott of the local bodies also. (Applause)..
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Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay) then delivered a
speech in Hindustani. (See Hindustani section.)

Closure was moved and accepted, after which
Mr. M. K. Gandhi replied, amidst cries of Mahatma
Gandhi Ki Jai

Mr. Gandhi (ex-president) spoke in  HMindustani first
and then in English:

Now a few words to the friends from the south
and to the friends from Bengal. Twice I got a note
as I was coming here from one of the delegates, that
now it was high time that in the Congress at least,
nothing but the Rashtra Bhasha, ilindi or Hindustani,
was spoken and heard. 'That is really a counsel of
perfection. Years have rvolled by and yet even dele-
gates have not fitted themsclves for condueting the pro-
ceedings in the national language. I hope that next
time when we meet we will all come prepared to under-
tand everything that may be said here in Hindustani ;
but today let us face [acts as they are and wnderstand
that there arc come who do not understand Hindustani,.
and for their sake | will say only a few words.

With reference to the amendments that have
been moved in conneetion with this resclution, I want
to use the same similie that I have used in Hindustani
that this resolution has got to be considered as a
whole, as a building or as a whole pictare. Ile who
destroys a part of the picture or a part of the.
building destroys the whole of it.  You take off a few
bricks here or a wall there from the building and it is
bound to topple ; it has become shaky ; it is not the
building that had been coneceived by the architeet.
Similarly with a picture. You paint a picture and any
interference with a part of it destroys the whole ol
the picture. The Working Committee gave all the
skill that they were capable of commanding to the
framing of the resolution. Then it went into the
Subjects Committee and there it was sought to make it
undergo all sorts of changes and now it has come to
you. Now, it is really for you either to reject that
proposition in fofo or to accept it in tofo, but not to
interfere with it or disturbit. There are amendments
for instance, to strike out the phrase ‘ini the existing
circumstances’. I assure you that it has a definite-
place there. It is time that we realised that some
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.day or other we shall have lo meet in conference with
the enemy for the establishment of independence. The
phrase is neccssary. But it is equally true that
that phrase makes it incumbent on the Congress not
to be represented ina conference where independence
1s excluded.

Similarly there is the appreciation of the efforts
of the Viceroy in connection with the Swaraj settlement.
Either vou believe the testimony of your two chosen
representatives or you veject that testimony. If you
really believe that vour representatives have told you
the truth, the whole {ruth and nothing but the truth
when they say: “The Viceroy seemed to us to mean
well ; he was ecourteous throughout; he patiently weut
through the whole thing as i two friends had met”’-—
if you accept all this testimony, does it not hehove you,
is it not a matier of common courtesy, is it not your
bounden duty to appreciate that effort, if, as I say, you
believe their testimony 2 Lf, on the other hand, you do
not believe their testimony, then you mast hound them
out of the Coneress. It is not a sign of courage that
one should be ashamed of saying what one feels ; but
it is a sign of decided courage when a man openly ad-
mits the good that even his enemy does. As a matter
of fact a people that are pledged to the creed of non-
violence will always go out of their way to perform an
act of courtesy to the enemy, to  think well of
the enemyv and to sce hope where there scems to be
utter darkness, beecause a man of . truth and non-
violenece is always filled with hone. Hovpe begets hope ;
hope begets courage and hope therefore begets decisive
action. Therefore as men pledged to a ereed ol this
character it is your double duty to accept this
statement in the oviginal resolution and summarily to
reject the amendments that have been moved.

Then there is the boyeott of the legislatures. Ican
only say with reference to it that it is supported by the
testimony 6f some of those who went into legislatures
‘with high hopes and amongst these towering above all
is Pandit Motilal Nehru. When he who did brilliant
work in the Assembly and commanded the respeet
even- of his opponents says that we can make
no further progress in the legislatures, his testimony
is final for me as it should be for you also. I have ng,
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personal experience of these legislatures, but I have
got the fixed immovable conviction that what I used
to say about the legicslature and the rest in 1929
applies even today, if possible with greater strcugth.

Again it is said that if you boycott the legislatures,
why not boyeott the schools and the law courts ? It is
a perfectly consistent and logical proposition, but man-
kind is not governed always by logic and consisteney
alone. Sometimes mankind gets illogical ; it vindicates
its weakness as also its strength by being {raukly and
even brutally inconsistent. Inconsistent we are in boy-
cotting the legislalures and not boyeotting the schools
and law-courts and the post office and railways and what
not. But there comes our wisdom in understanding our
limitations and the Working Committee did understand
those limitations ; and although the proposition was
contested in the Subjects Committee, the majority of
the Subjects Committee have come to the conclusion
that we may no longer go to the legislatures,
and that we have got strength eunough to remain
outside the legislatures. There 1s one stock
argument, I know, that no matter what you do
your places will never remain vacant ; but it
1s not the idea that the places should remain vacant.
If there is an opium den and if you imagine that fifty
thousand people go there including yourselves, will
we hesitate to empty that opium den because somebody
else will go and occupy that place ? I am quite certain
that we will not. If we believe that the legislatures
are played out for the nation and for the Congress,
then it is wisdom for us to stay out. That others will
occupy our places is not a relevant consideration.
The relevant consideration is this : can we or can we
not in terms of complete independence, go to these
legislatures or hasten our progress towards our goal
by entering or remaining in the legislatures ? I[ you
feel that we can hasten our progress towards inde-
pendence by going into these legislatures, by all
means go there. [ will not talk to you now about the
oath that has got to be taken in the legislatures,.
though for a man like me that also becomes a conclusive
argument. ‘

As for the boycott of the schools and law courts, as
T have told you I do not see today the atmosphere about.
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us necessary for such boycott. If there is no such
atmosphere, what is the use of putting in a clause which
is not going to be operative, which is not going to be
acted upon by the very people to whom it is addressed 2

Then there comes the question of ecivil disobedi-
ence. Civil disobedience is a thing which I swear by
because 1 possibly cannot concieve India winning her
freedom by eriminal disobedience ; and eriminal
disobedience means the bomb and the sword. 1 ecan
conceive of freedom and independence being achieved
by and on behalf of the starving millions scattered
over the length and breadth of India, in the seven
hundred villages, by legitimate and peaceful means
only.  Disobedience to be absolutely effective has got
to be always civil, that is always non-violent ; and if
you want that eivil disobedience should come in the
near {uture you will have to transform yourselves.
You will then not have jugglery of thought ; you will
not then deceive yourselves and, unconsciously it may
be, deceive the nation also into the belief that the
bomb and non-violence ean run on parallel lines. In
a place like India where the mightiest organisation is
pledged to violence, if you really believe in your own
creed, that is to say, if you believe in yourselves, if
you believe in your nation, then itis ecivil disobedience
that is wanted ; and if it is civil disobedience that is
wanted, then, you must observe the strictest diseipline,
you must see that no passion arises at least amongst
ourseives, no ugly demonstrations of the sort that we
have scen here and that we saw in the Subjeets
Committee ; we must be calm, cool, collected,
courageous, brave ; and we must speak to the point,
never obstruct. It does not matter a bit if every one
of my propositions is lost ; I must have toleration for
those who have moved and supported these
amendments. Then only shall I be ablé to vindicate
my faith in non-violent organisation. And so, if ycu
really want civil disobedience in the near future, it is
necessary for you to conduct the proceedings of the
Congress and of the Subjects Committee in a manner
behoving peaceful men. If you have got real love for
freedom, then there is no room for irritation, mutual
jealousies, quarrels ; but there is room only for united,
brave, calm and collected action. Hence I ask you with
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all the strength that I ean possibly command to carry this
resolution with acclamation because this is the central
resolution of this session. Let it notbe said in the
world that we, who today pledge ourselves to indepen-
dence pledge ourselves with divided counsels, that we are
-a house divided against itself and therefore bound to
fall. Let it go forth to the whole world that we rose to
a man to vindicate our frecedom and that we
pledged oursclves to attain that freedom by the quickest
possible manner. Hence 1 ask you also to reject
summarily  the resolution of Mr. Subhas Chandra
Bose also. I know that he is a great worker in Bengal;
he has shone in many a field ; he was the commander-
in-chief of our forees in Bengal. e has moved a
proposition which is not an amendment, it is really a
substantive resolution to be substituted {for the original
resolution. It is a good proposition, 1 do not deny that;
but it goes far deyond my resolution. It suggests a
parallel  govermment. If you think that you
can have a parzallel government today then
let me tell you that the Congress flag does not
at present fly even in one thousand villages. All
honour to these who favour this amendment but it is
notl bravery, it is not prudence, it is not wisdom. You
cannot establish  ireedom by mere passing of a
resolution. You will establish freedom not by words
but by deeds.  Therelore consider whether you can
establish a yarallel government today, whether you can
«carry out ail the boyeotts mentioned in that resolution.
We are net deelaring Independence, mind ycu. In
Madras we declared Independence as our goal. Here
we go a step Turther and say that Independence is not
a distant coal but it is our mmmediate objective.  But
‘Subbas Chandra Bose wants you to go a step further
still. Twould like to follow him through aund through
it I considered  parallel  government a  present
possib.lity.  Parallel government means cur own law
-courts, our own schools and colleges ete. I you think
that we have the ability 1o do today all the things
enumerated In Subhas Babu’s resolution you should
pass it and reject my proposition. But I suggest to you
that we have not that «bility teday and therefore I ask
vou to think with me that the step suggested by the
» 'Werking Committee 1s the longest step that we can take
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today, a step further and itlands you in a pitfall. That
is my certain couviction and henee I urge you with all
the strength that I can command to carry this
resolution without the change of a commna.

President : 1 shall now proceed to take vour votes
on this resolutlon and the amendments.

A Delegate : Most of the visitors are sitting with us.

President : There are 14 amendments. Two
amendments were put forward by Mr. Rajah. T have
declared that Mr. Rajah was not properly elected to
the A.L.C.C. and therelore he is not a delegate.  His
amendments would have ordinarily fallen through, but
I have permitted other members of the House to {ather
those amendments. Now, I shall first take the last
amendment of Mr. Maunli Chandar Sharma, namely
that the words “so long as the conditions put forward
by all Party Leaders at Delhi are not accepted by
Government and the doubts about its sincerity having
been fully removed and an atmosphere of trust
created’”’ be added after the words “Round Table
Conference’’.

The amendment was put and lost.

The amendment of Maulana Zatar Ali Khan was
then put and lost.

Mr. M. S Apey’s amendment was put and lost.

Ch. Afzal Haq’s amendment was put and lost.

Pandit M.M. Malaviya’s amendment was put and
lost.

"~ Mr. Prakasam’s amendment was put and lost.

Mr. Satyamurthi : May I request you, Sir, to put
first Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose’s amendment and then
put mine ?

President : I am taking them in order. How will
it help matters ¢ ‘

Mr. S. Satyamurthi : 1 think they ought to be given
a chance of taking a vote eepaxately N

President :  Yes, certainly.

Mr. S. C. Bose’s amendment was then put and
declared lost. ,

A Delegate : I want a division. !

President: 1 have to trouble the delegates again
to vote on this motion so that my friend who claims a
division might himself see the manifest difference
between those who are in favour and those against,.
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Therefore 1 would beg of you to vote again on this
motion.

. Mr. S. C. Bose’s amendment was again put and
ost. ,

President: Now comes Mr. Satyamurthi’s amend-
ment, namely to omit the fourth sentence in the
resolution ; is that right, Mr. Satyamurthi ?

Mr. 8. Satyamurthi : Yes.

The amendment was put and lost.

Mr. Govindachari’s first amendment was put and
lost.

Mr. Govindachari withdrew his second amendment,
namely that the words “in the existing circumstances’’
be.deleted.

President : Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed (Bengal)
takes the place of Mr. Rajah.

The amendment was put and lost.

Mr. Shamsuddin’s second amendment, was then put
which reads? ‘ Add the following after the words ‘con-
tructive programme of the Congress’ and before ‘and
authorises’ oceurring in the last sentenee.’”’

“ “And take up immediately the work of organizing
labour with a view to bring about general strike thereby
‘paralysing the Government machinery, organizing
peasants and other sections of oppressed Indian
people.”’ The amendment was lost. .

President: Now comes Dr. MuhammadAlam’s
amendment, nemely to omit the words “and appreciates
the efforts of the Viceroy towards a settlement of the
National movement for Swaraj.”’

The amendment was put and declared lost.

A delegate demanding a division, the President
pointed out that only Delegates should vote, and also
requested them not to stand up .as it was causing
difficulty in counting.

The amendment was again put and declared lost as
664 voted for and 763 against.

' The amendment was therefore lost
" A Delegate : 1 want a division, Sir.
Dr. Alam: Might I suggest, Sir, that in the
- meantime subject to this amendment the main resolu-
tion might be put ¥

President: Now, I propose to take your votes on

the main resolution subject to-the division on' this
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amendment. As a matter of fact, my own decisionen
this amendment is that it is lost. Of curse, asa
result of the division votes maybe the other way, I
cannot say, but subject to the result of the division on
Dr. Alam’s amendment I propose to take your sense on
the resolution itself.

The main resolution was put and earried amidst
cries of Mahatma Gandhi ki Jai.

President: It seems to me that not more than one
dozen votes are against the resolution, may be 15____

Dr. Alam: 1 thought they were 6.

President: Dr. Alam corrects me and says there
were only six votes more, so that subject to the
division on the amendment this resolution is passed.

(Cries of Mahatma Candhi ki Jai).

President: In the division only delegates are
entitled to vote, and therefore I would ask the Press and
the visitors to kindly go out. Everybody will have to
go out. Only the volunteers will remain in the pandal.

At this stage the delegates, the visitors and the
press representatives went out of the pandal). After a
short wile, the delegates were re-admitted to the
Pandal, and 6 gentlemen, viz. Dr. Ala.m, Pandit
Santanam, Lala Girdharilal, Sardar Sardul Singh
Caveeshar (Punjab), Mr. Kidwai (U. P, and Mr. S. C.
Mitra (Bengal) were seleceted as eounters.

The following figures were then axmounced as a
result of the voting:—

Dr. Alam’s amendment ;802 for and 927 against.
Amendment lost.

On the first resolution {econgratulations to the
Viceroy and his p.arh on their eseape from the bomb
outrage) the following figures were apnounced :— ¢

Tor 901,
Against 820. _

The resclution was declared carried. o

Presidernt : At 11 O’clock tomorrow morning the
unveiling ceremony of Lala Lajpat Rai’s statue will be
performed by Mr. President Patel at Golbagh.

The ~Subjects - Commiftee will meet tomorrow
moerning and the Congress will meet at 2 p. m. .

1 wish vou all a IHappy New Year and an
Independent India. -

The Congress then adjourned till the next day.



1st January 1930.

The Congress met in the Congress Pandal at 2-30
p.M. on Wednesday, the 1st January 1930. Pandit Jawa-
har Lal Nehru, the President, was in the Chair.

The proceedings commenced with the singing of
Vande Mataram by the lady volunteers and the playing
of other national songs by the Amritsar band.

The President then put the following resolution
from the Chair:—

“The Congress congratulates Shrimati Sarojini
Naidu who recently went to Kast Africa at consider-
able inconvenience to herself, and also the Indians in
East Africa on the clear national stand they took upon
the Indian problem in that sub-continent. This Cong-
ress is of opinion that no solution of the question can
satisfy the nation that accepts communal electo-
rates and is based on a discriminate franchise or that
imposes disqualification on Indians holding property.’?

In putting this resolution before the House the
Prestdent said:

1 need hardly remind the House that the phrase
“communal electorates” here refers to electors as
Asiaties, Africans and Kuropeans; it has no reference
to religion. [have no doubt that the House will accept
this resolution unanimously.

The DPresident then explained the resolation in
Hindi aflter which it was carried unanimously.

The President next put the following resolution
from the Chair:—

“This Congress condemns the refusal of passports
for return to India to Mr. Shapurji J. Saklatvala, ex-
M. P.and others who are'living in England and other
foreign countries.”’

President: Delegates must know that itis becoming
quite a frequent practice for the British Government to
vrevent Indians from returning to India, thoir home-
land. There are ever so many friends of ours, patriots
who have spent almost the major portion of their lives
outside the eountry, and they are unable to return.
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The most recent instance has been the case of Mr.
Saklatvala who was to have come to attend this Cong--
ress as the delegate of the London Branch of the
Indian National Congress; also Mr. Sailendra Nath
Ghosh was coming to attend as a delegate {rom the

' New York Branch of the Indian National Congress.

Both of these gentlemen were refused passports and

-were unable to come. Inthe same way many other

_friends of ours have been refused passports and this
resolution is in condemnation of this practice.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

President: 1 mow place before you the third
resolution which relates to financial burdens and their
repudiation. It runs:—

' “This Congress is of opinion that the financial
burdens directly or indireetly imposed on India by the
foreign administration are such as a free India cannot

~ bear and cannot be expected to bear.

- “This Congress whilst re-affirming the resolution
passed at the Gaya Congress in 1922 records its opinion
for the information of all concerned that every obliga-

, tion and concession to be inherited by Independent

- India will be strictly subject to investigation by an

_ independent tribunal and every obligation and every
concession, no matter how incurred or given, will be
repudiated if it is not found by such tribunal to be
just and justifiable.”’ '

After speaking in Hindustani, the President.
said:—

I was reminding the House of the Gaya resolutien
in regard to the repudiation of future debts and obli-
gations. This resolution re-affirms that resolution and
‘also makes it clear that Independent India will certainly
" not be liable for all the debts which England may
_have dumped down on her for the purpose of enslaving

her or for carrying on her imperialist ways and

.designs. We shall only consider ourselves liable for

- such debts as are just and as have benefited India, and

-+an- independent tribunal should decide this. I hope

. that this resolution will be agreed to by the House.

, The resolution was passed unanimously.

_Presudent: The "next resolution relates to the
g:angg' in the dates of the Cangress sesdion. It runs

us -— e

-
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“Inasmuch as the Congress is intended to be re-
presentative of the poor masses and inasmuch as the
holding of the Congress at the end of December in-
volves very considerable expense to the poor people in
providing for extra clothing for themselves and is
otherwise inconvenient to them, the date of holding the
Congress session is hereby altered to some date in
February or March to be fixed by the Working Com-
mittee in consultation with the Provincial Committee of
the provinee concerned.

“The Congress authorises the Working Committee
to make all neeessary and consequential changes in the
constitution.”

The resolution itsell gives the rcasons for the
proposed change.  There is 1o doubt that delegates
coming frem South India, indeed from the greater part
of lndla, are very much inconvenieneed by the scvere .
ccld which prevails in the north of India at this time
of the ycar. Also the Reception Committee has to
spend large sums of money in preparation for the ses-
sion during the winter. It is, therefore, proposed to
fix a time which is pleasant and which is neither hot nor
cold. Two months have been given so that the session
may be fixed in accordance with the elimatic eonditions
of the province where the gession is going to be held,
because Ichruary may be too eold for ILiahore or
Allahabad, but may be  suitable for Madras.
March may suit Lahore hut may he too hot for Madras.
So the exact date has not been fixed: it has been left to
the Working Cemmittee to fix a date within those two
months.

(The President then explained the resolution in
Hindustani.)

Pandit Neki Ram Sharma, Baba Gurdit Singh and
another delegate spoke opposing the resolution. (See
Hindustani Seetion.)

Mr. Dhawan suggested that the resolution might
be formally moved by someone other than the Presi-
dent as it appeared to be contentious. .

Dr. Satyapal then formally moved the resolutlon
and spoke in Hindustani. (See Hindustani seetion.)

Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar supporied the
‘resolution in a Hindustani speeeh. (See Hindustani
seetion.)
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Baba Gurdit Singh spoke opposing the resolution..
(See Hindustani section.)

Pandit Neki Ram Sharma also spoke opposing the
resolution. . (See Hindustani section.)

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan spoke in Hindustani.
(See Hindustani section.)

Malik Lal Khan spoke opposing the resoclution.
'(See Hindustani section.)

Closure was moved and carried, after which the
President made a few remarks informing the House that
the Chief Medical Officer of Lajaptrai Nagar had just
told him that during the past four days over 1700
.persons had to be treated in Lajpatrai Nagar chiefly
for colds and that the real figure [or all who suffred
from thew had probably gone up to near 2000,

The resolution was then put to the vote and
declared carrvied, 704 voting Lor and 429 against.

Mr.  Manilal Kethari (Bembay) moved the follow-
ing resolution :—

“In the opinion of this Congress the {ime has
now arrived for the Ruling Prinees of India to grant
responsible government to their people and to enaet
laws or issue proclamations saleguarding the eleinentary
and fundamental rights of the people such as freedom
of movement, freedom of speech, freedom to hold
public meetings and security of persen and property.”’

Mr. President and Fellow Delegates (cries of
Hindi, Hindi) .

(Mzr. Manilal Kothari then spoke in Hindi. ( Sce
Hindi section.)

' My. Hosakoppa Krishna Rao (Karnataka) in support-
ing the resolution said:—

Mr. President and Friends.

(Voices : Loud Speaker, please).

Mr. Hosakoppa IKrishna Iao: Why should I wait
till the loud speaker gets to order, I shall try to be
naturally as loud as possible, and I shall be very
brief. This is a very important resolution con-
cerning Indian States, and I consider it a great
privilege that I am called upon to second this
resolution. It is a matter of great relief that the
Indian National Congress has at last decided to tackle
the problem of the Indian States. I take this opportu-
nity of expressing the thanklulness and gratitude of



135

the people of Indian States to the President for the
able pronouncement he has made in his Presidential
Address acknowledging in unequivocal terms the rights
of the people of Indian States to determine the future
of the States including the Rulers. Personally I am
very grateful that the President has recognised the
right of the pecple which was unfortunately ignored by
the Ruling Princes. Now the Congress has decided upon
independence as the creed of the Congress. It is for the
Congress leaders to think how best they should solve
the problem of Indian States. No part of India, how-
ever well erganized and well-cquipped, ecan be indepen-
dent when the other parts of Iudia are in hondage.
What is the position in the Indian States 2 The people
cannot speak, they cannct weet, they cannot asscemble
together, they cannot do anytling, which must ensure
their political progress.  AMany of you must have heard
of the numercus prohibitory orders issued by the
rulers of the so-called premicr States. Mysore is said
to be ene sueh state; yet it is full of sueh instances in
recent days.  You must have heard that very recently
Hyderabad State has prehibited the holding  of
public meetings.  What are the people to do in the
States if they cannot give expression to their feelings?
What -is the poesition of the people in the States ?
Taxes are heavy and the people eannot talk about it;
they caunot express what they want to their Prinees.
If meetings are prohibited, it the papers are prohibit-
ed, what is there left to the people in the States?
They are labouring under a very grave disability and
hardship, and who can come to their assistance exeept
the Indian National Congress, the premier naticnal
institution of India 2 T am really glad that the Indian
National Congress has recognised the necessity of
taking the lot of people into its hands now. Tf we
examine the position of the people in Indian States
it will be found that it is unblushing and undiluted
autocracy that rules throughout. As T have already
explained, taxes are very heavy and the people have
no voice in the matter. The so-called representative
institutions that exist in the Indian States have no
power whatsoever. They are mere farces. The people
in the States eannot make their decisions bhinding on
he executive. They have got a vigorous Press Act;
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* . |
they cannot publish newspapers without the permission
of the Kxecutive Government, and if anybody violates
the orders of such governments—not of Princes—pro-
secutions are launched and heavy penalties are im-
posed.You must have heard of instances of political
prosecutions that are occurring inthe Indian States in
recent days, and it is only just and right that
the Indian National Congress should take the pcople
of the Indian States into their confidence and try to
assist them in overcoming their difficulties, in ensuring
their political progress.

I am very glad personally that this Congress has
decided to inelude the question of Indian States in its
programme by means of this resolution. 1 wish the
Congress had gone further and said that the Princes
must take the verdiet from this Congress and establish
responsible government immediately. 1 say from the
rostrum ol this national assembly to the Princes that
the time 1s fast approaching when the Indian National
Congress will have to devise means for the enforecment
of this demand. Let them know that the demand made
here to-day is serious and no longer capable of being
shelved.

T have nothing more to say in the matter. T am .
sure from what I have so f'ar stated you have recognis-
ed the necessity of taking up the question ol Indian
States by the Indian National Congress in right caruest

~without much delay. 1 assare you that people of States
are in tune with you and do everything they can to
advance the cause of Congress. et me thank you,
Mr. President, for having made the pronouncement,
and I hope and pray that this national institution will
tackie the problem of Indian States in all its aspeets
and try to solve it in the interests of Slates and that of
India as a whole no less.  (Loud Cheers.)

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras) in seconding the resolu-
tion said :—

Mr. President and Brother Delegates,--I have very
ereat pleasure in supporting this resolution. I wish it
had been possible for the Congress to declare {rom this
platform that no permanent or satisfactory settlement
of India’s political future can be arrived at without the
active co-operation of or behind the backs of the people
of the Indian States, who form roughly one-third of the
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vopulation of India. But as you, Mr. President, pointed
out, this resolution practically coinmits the Congress to

this position, namely, that hereafter the fater of the

people of the Indian States and of the people of British-
India are linked together for better and for worse, and

that British India cannot win freedom or independence

and Indian people cannot win freedom or responsible

government in their States without the aective co-ope-

ration of onc with the other. There are only two or
three points, I want to make on this resolution.

Today in the Indian Statcs, the people are worse
governed in most of them-—with honourable exeeptions,
1 recognise—than the people in British India. Itisa
matter of shame to us that, in parts of India governed
by Indians, there should be worse government than in
the neighbouring parts of British India. This resolu-
tion, therelore, rightly asks for the clemeniary rights
of citizenship being recognised in the Indian States,
as also for full responsible government heing establish- |
cd in them. ‘

The next point I want to make is this. Many of
the Princes have been delearing in the press and on the
platform that for their sake the British Crown must
remain permanently in India, as their treaties are with
the Crown and they cannot recognise the British Indian
Government as the authority with whom they can have
any dealings. This is, historically unsound, constitu-
tionally incorrect, and politically dangerous, for-
the  DPrinces  themsclves.  Their Highnesses will
find an independent India, a self-governing India, a
free India, much more friendly to them, much more
anxious to proteet their izzat and their prestige, than a
foreign Government in this country. Their Highnesses
may find just now very many soft pats on their backs,
beecause the political situation in India is becoming
critical, and the Tndian Princes perhaps will be the last
diteh from which the British bureaucracy may like to
stem the rising tide of freedom in India. But their
Highnesses must remember that, so far as their
“sovereignty ’’ is concerned, with very rare exceptions,
it has been very unreal, and they have been puppets, in
many more important matters than they may care to
confess openly. Therefore, I suggest that the demand
.of the Princes is practically suicidal for themselves;
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and they must reconcile themselves to the new situation.
I promise them, on behalf of free India, that they will
find their best {riends in British Indian people in the
work of carrying on the government of their States.

Secondly, Sir, the people of the Indian States have:
a right to say, when the Princes claim that the British
Crown should permanently remain in India for their
safety, that the people have more faith in a free and
self-governing India than in the British Crown being
maintained here. There again the voice of the people
must prevail, at least to an equal extent. Further, Sir,
with regard to the many points of dispute hetween
British India and Indian India, as they are called, for
example in the matter of customs duties, the people of
the Indian States have at least as much right as the
Princes themselves to have their say in favour of an
equitable, just, and honourable settlement.

Last, but not least, the people of the Indian State:
are not yet so organized, as we of British India are to-
day, although we too are not yet completely wellorgani-
zed or anytling like it yet. Therefore, T think it is
the clear duty of the people of British India, to take
increasing intercst in the affairs of Indian States and
take them along with them in their struggle for frec-
dom. With these few words, Mr. President and Brother
Delegates, 1 have great pleasure in supporting this
resolution, and commending il to yeur unanimous
‘aceeptance.

Pandit Mauli Chandra Sharma in supporting the
resolution spoke in Hindi. (See Hindi Section.)

At the conelusion of this speech, the President put
the resolution to vote and it was earried.

At this stage the President deelated (in Hindi) that
he had received a requisition signed by some delegates
for moving in the open Congress two resolutions which
were defeated in the Subjects Committee. He request-
ed the signatories not to press for it and to withdraw
their requisition. He said it would be better not
to press the matter further at the fag-end of the
session. The President informed the House that
Mahatma Gandhi too had joined him in this request.
The requisition was withdrawn.

A resolution appreciating the services of the
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General Secretaries, Treasurers and Honorary Auditors
for the year 1929 was moved from the chair and adopted
(See Hindustani Section.)

In response to the invitation of Mr. R. K. Sidhwa
and Dr. Choithram, and Syt. Jairamdas Daulat Ram the
President moved that the next session of the Congress
be held in Karachi. The resolution was passed.

The General Secretaries’ Annual Report of
Ccngress work and audited statements of Tilak Swaraj
Fund accounts for 1929 were presented to the
Congress. (See Appendix).

A resolution that the following office-hearers be
appointed for 1920 was adopted :—Dr. Sved Mahmood
and Mr. Sri Prakash, General Secretaries. (At this
stage in response to the request of a large number of
delegates to see the General Seeretarvies, the IPresident
called Mr. Sri Prakash (o the rostrum and presented
him to the delegates; Dr. Mahmood was absent.) Trea-
surers:—=Seth Jamnalal Bajaj and Mr. Shiva Prasad
Gupta. Auditors: Messrs. Dalal and Shah.

Mr. Sri Prakash then read out messages from the
Hindustan Nationalist Party, San Ifrancizco, Trinidad
Indians, Trinidad, California Hindustan Association,
ete. ete.  (See supra pp. 41-81.)

Mrs. Sarojini Nuidu  (ex-President), after  speak-
ing in Hindi 1n response to repeated requests from
the audience spcke in Knglish as follows :(—

Friends,—(Voices from  visitors : Lioud Speakers
please) I do not like loud speaker ; T think [ am
loud enough (loughter). Friends, you will have chser-
ved that I tcok no part in the deliberations of this
session. Usually I spcak onee 5r twice in the course
of every Congress session, but T have realised the
gravity of this occasion. I have wondercd how many
of those who are so ready with their eries ol freedom
and revolution and other cateh words have realised
the implications of the {things they say. DBut when
all is said and done, you and I as regponsible men
and women, whether rightly or wrongly, wisely or
unwisely, in the opinion of our friends or enemies,
have made a commitment to ourselves and to the
world, and we are bound by that commitment to the
very last moment of our slavery. ‘fear, Hear).
There can be no moment of joy or jubilation between
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«our stru"gle arramst slavery and the realisation of our
treedom. And I want all of you who are committed
in this fashion to realise that freedom is a most terrible
burden which requires great courage and enduranece to
bear. It is very easy to talk of freedom, but
to be free requires much greater courage than most
men and women have had in this world. I want to
sound a note of warning here. I note with the greatest
.shame and humiliation the lack of discipline in the
nation. Ycu cannot have freedom, and having won
it, you cannot sustain it without diseipline and loyalty
amongst yourselves at every step. Thave been travell-
ing, as you know, in many countries in the space of a
year. IKverywhere I have ecarried the message of your
hopes for liberty, and in every country I have found
that liberty, rests mot on statutes, not on legislation,
but on the disciplined will and obedience of the loyal
nation, and therefore 1T am going a little out of my
proper function to remind you ahout the commitments
you have made. Do not talk of freedom until and
unless yoa bhecome disciplined within yourselves ; do
not dare to talk of liberty unless you are prepared to
obey as soldiers obey, once you have given your word,
wether the command to follow be wise or unwise in
your personal judgment. That is the basis of free-
dom of all free nations.

Let me now express our thanks to the Reeeption
Committee on behalf of those who have had the honour
and privilege of the hospitality arranged by that
Committee. 1 want to thank the VYolunteers also,
and espeeially the Girl Volunteers, not because of
their chivalry or you might say gallantry, but because
they have shown themselves comrades with their mem
in sharing every kind of diseomfort, cold, the dis-
courtesy ol rude men sometimes (lml(]ht‘er), the ingrati-
tude of rude women sometimes, and criticisms of those
who take services and yet complain. I am told that
sometimes the radiators did not work ; I am told that
sometimes the tea got cold ; I am told that everyone
did not get a scat of honour that Pandit Motilal
Nehru probably got, and things of that kind. I was
told that one man was going o vote against Mahatma
~Gandhi because the leaders had got radiators while



141

he had not gotany. However, I am quite sure that.
if the volunteers and the Reception Committee will
be indulgent enough to overlook the faults and
failings of the delegates, they will also accept in
the sincere spirit in which it is offered the thanks
of all the delegates of India for the hospitality
of Lahore. (Hear, hear) One word more and I have
done. I think that not a single visitor or delegate
has attended this Congress in Lajpatrai Nagar without
paying the tribute of a tear to the memory of that
great dead lion whose slatue was unveiled today in the
Gol Bagh. Had he been here in person, I think perhaps
this Congress would have had perhaps even more
life and enthusiasm. But though his ashes were
strewn not solong ago along the banks of the river
Ravi, Ibelieve that we to-day are the inheritors
of his great dream, and in following the path of
pilgrimage towards liberty, we shall remember that
he was one among the ecarliest standardbearers of
India’s freedom. (Loud and prolonged cheers).

Dr. Saifuddin Kitchlew then thanked the Delegates
and Shrimati Lajjavati and the lady volanteers and
others. (See Urdu section.)

The President, thanked the volunteers, and Dr.
Hardikar and the Hindustani Seva Dal in a speech in
Hindustani (see Hindustnni Section) and declared the
session closed.

The Congress session then closed amidst eries of
¢ Vande Mataram’ and ‘Mahatma Gandhi ki Jai’.
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